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I. Be Holy In All Your Behavior With A Holiness Like God’s Holiness

A. I Peter 2:18-25 . . . Servants, be submissive to your masters with all

respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who

are unreasonable. [19] For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience

toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.

[20] For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated,

you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer

for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. [21] For you

have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, [22] Who

committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; [23] and

while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He

uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges

righteously; [24] and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross,

so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds

you were healed. [25] For you were continually straying like sheep, but

now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

B. Pray 

II. Keeping Our Behavior Excellent – humble submission to employers

A. I Peter 2:18 . . . Servants, be submissive to your masters with all

respect (Gk – fear), not only to those who are good and gentle, but also

to those who are unreasonable (Gk – crooked, perverse). 

1. The word translated respect is the Greek word for fear, which

raises the question, “Fear of what or fear of whom?” We are not

sure, but certainly a wise worker fears the displeasure of his boss,

and the Christian worker fears displeasing his Lord and Master,

Jesus Christ, which he will do if he is disrespectful or arrogant and

unsubmissive toward his boss. 

2. The word translated unreasonable is the Greek word for crooked

or perverse. In other words, the good and gentle boss is being

contrasted to a dishonest or crooked boss who is being dishonest

and crooked in his treatment of you. 

a. Now we know from our previous study concerning kings and

others in governmental authority that we can disobey them for

conscience sake, that is, for the sake of remaining faithful to



God. However, the behavior referred to here in verse 18 is not

the boss asking us to be dishonest or to cheat someone, but

rather, it is the boss cheating us out of what is owed or breaking

promises to us or in some other way being dishonest with us. 

b. So put yourself in this kind of setting and think about how you

might respond to a boss or manager who you knew was cheating

you or lying to you for his benefit. From this perspective, you

can see how challenging it would be to remain humbly

submissive and respectful when you are the one being

mistreated. And yet, that is what God is asking us to do. 

3. At this point I want us to look at Paul’s words concerning the

broader topic of humbly submitting to those in authority over you.

I want to do this because Paul brings in the importance of prayer

and trusting in God to be our security, our protection, and our

provider. Turn with me to I Timothy 2:1-4 . . . First of all, then, I

urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be

made on behalf of all men, [2] for kings and all who are in authority,

so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and

dignity. [3] This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our

Savior, [4] who desires all men to be saved and to come to the

knowledge of the truth. 

a. First, I understand that Paul’s words do not specifically apply

to your employer or your boss. And yet, this scripture reminds

us of the important truth that we serve God, not man, and it is

God who wills that we should humbly submit to those in

authority over us. Therefore, our response to earthly

authorities, whoever they may be, does not depend on their

behavior, but on our submission to our Heavenly authority. 

b. Second, honor, respect, willing acceptance, humble submission,

and ready obedience are to be the Christian’s normal responses

to those in authority. So regardless of how the authority is

behaving or treating us, these qualities are to set the tone for

how we deal with those over us. 

c. Third, Paul exhorts us to talk to God about those who have

authority over us, for the purpose of seeking God’s help and

even His intervention in influencing the behavior of those in

authority so they will allow us to live a peaceful and quiet life

in all godliness and in dignity. 

(1) Now I want to encourage you to take to heart this

exhortation to pray for those God tells you to submit to. In



fact, I want to impress on you the wisdom of praying first,

and continuing to pray even as you consider your options –

for if anyone can effectively work in people and

circumstances, God can. 

(2) Therefore, rather than going to war, or waging your best

arguments, or stubbornly refusing to cooperate, or passively

resisting, or giving in to anger, or allowing bitterness to

take hold within you, or spewing angry words, pray! Pray

for the authority who is making your life unnecessarily

difficult, be it the president, governor, legislators, employer,

supervisor, your parents, and even your spouse. 

4. Now, keeping in mind this exhortation to pray for those in

authority, lets return to I Peter 2:18 . . . “Servants, be submissive

to your masters with all respect (fear), not only to those who are

good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable (crooked,

perverse).” 

a. The Greek word for servants (oiketes) is the word commonly

used for household servants. Household servants were a step

above slaves (doulos) who had no freedom and whose treatment

was at the sole discretion of their owner. Let me explain. 

b. The household servants of Peter’s day were nothing like slaves

on the southern plantations in our country. Though a household

servant was owned by his master, and though some never

progressed beyond manual labor, many were given a good

education, taught a useful trade, and often given management

type responsibilities – over family owned businesses and even

over members of the family. All were paid enough to one day

buy their freedom. All were allowed to travel off the owners

property – either to carry out their duties or for personal

reasons. And all were protected by Roman law. 

c. In other words, based on the social and legal restraints placed

on the owners of household servants, those servants had many

of the same privileges, opportunities, and expectations that we

have in our country today – which means their unfulfilled

expectations or mistreatment would bring the same displeasure

and discontentment to them as to us.

5. Now, the significant point of all this is that as God’s people, we are

to humbly and respectfully submit whether the one in authority is

good and gentle, or crookedly dishonest and unfair. 



B. I Peter 2:19-20 . . . For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience

toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.

[20] For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated,

you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer

for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. 

1. God is placing before us the important principle of doing good in the

face of adverse circumstances. In fact, this principle is so vital to

living the Christian life that to reinforce it by directing our

attention to just two of the other places it is taught in God’s word. 

a. Luke 6:31-36 . . . Treat others the same way you want them to

treat you. [32] If you love those who love you, what credit is that

to you? For even sinners love those who love them. [33] If you

do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?

For even sinners do the same. [34] If you lend to those from

whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even

sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same

amount. [35] But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,

expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great,

and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to

ungrateful and evil men. [36] Be merciful, just as your

Father is merciful. 

b. Romans 12:20-21 . . . But if your enemy is hungry, feed him,

and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will

heap burning coals on his head. [21] Do not be overcome by

evil, but overcome evil with good. 

2. Why is living this principle so important? Let me give you two

reasons.

a. First, it proves the validity and measure of our faith in God,

our allegiance to God, and our submission to God’s will. 

(1) You see, we can easily live up to what we claim to be until

what we claim to be is put to the test by a situation that

threatens something we value or hold dear. For example,

humbly submitting and showing respect to a good boss is

easy. Humbly submitting and showing respect to a bad,

dishonest, unfair, and even cruel boss is hard, because it

threatens our sense of justice and wars against our

expectation of fair treatment. 

(2) So when we continue choosing God and God’s way of

humbly and respectfully submitting in the face of ill-

treatment, we are validating our faith in God as our



supreme source of security. We are showing the strength of

our allegiance to God. And we are showing the distance we

will go in submitting to God’s will and word. 

(3) Which leads us to the second reason this principle is

important. 

b. Second, it honors God. When we continue humbly submitting

and showing respect in the face of ill-treatment, we are showing

the world how important God and His ways are to us, which in

turn brings honor to God in the eyes of unbelievers. 

3. In applying this principle of doing good in the face of adverse

circumstances to yourself, you will have to decide what is more

valuable to you: your rights or God’s honor, fighting fire with fire or

overcoming evil with good, stubborn resistence or pleasing God? 

4. Now, God says that when we do what is right in the face of unjust,

or otherwise ill-treatment, is not only commendable and honoring

to Him, it gains His favor. 

a. In other words, there is a God-promised reward for living

according to His will in the face of undeserved ill-treatment. 

b. So though you may lose respect, fair treatment, common

courtesy, or be cheated out of what rightfully belongs to you,

you will gain God’s favor, and that is worth far more than what

you will lose in this life by living God’s way. 

C. Peter now turns our attention to Jesus as the premier example of what

we are to be as Christians faced with the trials and injustices of bad

earthly authorities. 

III. Christ, Our Example of Humble Submission – even in the face of suffering.

A. I Peter 2:21 . . . For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ

also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His

steps . . . 

1. There are two truths in this statement that we must consider.

First, it states that we have been called for THIS purpose – or in

other words, we have been called for a specific purpose. And

second, we are to follow Christ’s example so closely that we

actually walk in His footprints when facing unjust, unkind, and

even cruel behavior from those in authority. 

2. So what is the purpose God has for us? 

a. I want to begin answering this question by reminding us that

all Christians are called to live righteous, holy lives. This is the

standard or the goal God sets for us. And it is in making this



goal our goal, so as to pursue it diligently and persistently, that

we grow into mature Christians with a compelling desire to

personally please and publicly honor God in how we live,

regardless of the circumstances. In other words, the more we

grow in godliness, the more we want to personally please and

publicly honor God. 

b. So again, what is the purpose? The specific purpose referred to

here is to persevere in behaving righteously when the

authority is behaving unrighteously. Or to put it in the

words of the principle we just looked at, the purpose is to

continue doing good in the face of adverse or evil circumstances.

c. In other words, Christians are called to endure unjust

treatment with God-honoring attitudes, a respectful mouth, and

humble, submissive behavior – for it is in this way that we join

Christ in fulfilling the specific purpose of overcoming evil with

good. 

B. Now it is possible you simply do not see how unjustly suffering in the

face of ill-treatment can overcome evil with good. But it is even more

probable that in trying to stop the ill-treatment and injustices being

done to you that you do not see the ungodly ways you resist or fight

back. 

1. And yet, there is no denying that those who persevere in living

according to the will of God in the face of ill-treatment, suffer. If

Jesus is our example of godly living (and He is), He is also our

example of paying a very painful price for doing His father’s will.

And if Jesus suffered this way, surely some of us will too. 

2. My point here is that in continuing to do good in the face of adverse

circumstances, there is a price to be paid. Jesus paid this price.

Many Old Testament prophets paid this price. Many of those talked

about in the last half of Hebrews 11 paid this price. Daniel and his

three friends came within an inch of losing their lives in paying this

price. And it is highly probable you and I will pay a price for

continuing to do the will of God when faced with unjust and crooked

authorities. 

3. And yet, what Jesus lost, what some of God’s people down through

the ages have lost, and what you may lose cannot compare to the

gain of God’s favor in this life and eternal, heavenly rewards in the

next. 



C. I have one last thought here before concluding today’s teaching. This

truth that God is calling us to practice applies to our relationships in

the home, school, the workplace, the community, the world, and the

church. So keep this in mind as we continue our study of I Peter. 

IV. Conclusion

A. I want to end our teaching time today by reminding you once again of

the vital importance of making God your supreme source of security.

Applying today’s teaching in the real world will require several things

from you, but surely one of them is clinging to God as your supreme

source of security – especially when the person making your life

unnecessarily difficult is someone near or dear to you. 

B. It is as God is your supreme source of security in the face of injustice

and ill-treatment, that you can confidently say that neither death, nor

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to

come, nor powers, [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other created

thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39). 

C. And so if you haven’t already, I am urging you to make God your

supreme source of security. 


