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I. I. Be Holy In All Your Behavior With A Holiness Like God’s Holiness
A. I Peter 4:7-11 . . . The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound

judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. [8] Above all, keep
fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of
sins. [9] Be hospitable to one another without complaint. [10] As each
one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God. [11] Whoever speaks, is to do so
as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do
so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in
all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs
the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

B. Last Sunday we looked at I Peter 4:8 and talked about the importance
of love to God, the importance God wants us to place on love, and the two
ways love covers a multitude of sins. 
1. We looked at love this way because Peter made it the second item

in his list of vital things to do in light of the nearness of the end times.
And as we can see from Peter’s list, love is preceded only by prayer
– that is, being of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose
of prayer. And love is followed by hospitality – which is simply another
expression or form of love. 

2. Today, I intend to spend our time looking at the practical side of love
– not the practical side of how to apply or live according to the
principle of love, but the practical side of examining and then, if need
be, correcting or improving the love we have for God and the love we
have for those around us. 

C. Pray

II. Some Practical Thoughts On Love
A. God’s word tells us that the first commandment of all the commandments,

which makes it the most important commandment of all the command-
ments, is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your mind, with all your strength.
1. This commandment was first given by God in Deuteronomy 6:4-5,

and it is affirmed by Jesus as the most important commandment of
all in Mark 12:29-30 and Luke 10:25-28. Following this first



commandment, Jesus went on to point to a second commandment
that He said was just as important as this first one. 

2. And as you know, the second is this: “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself” (Mark 12:31a). Then after identifying these two vital
commandments, Jesus concluded with these words: “There is no
other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:31b).

3. The Apostle John and the Apostle Paul – just to pick two writers of
the NT – have much to say about these co-equal commandments to
love God, first and foremost, and then to love our fellow man. 
a. John shows the importance of the commandment to love God by

telling us that there is a direct correlation between loving God,
and being born again and personally knowing God. John clearly
states this in I John 4:7-8 . . . Beloved, let us love one another,
for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. [8] The one who does not love does not know God,
for God is love. 

b. Paul wrote that there is a clear correlation between loving your
neighbor and fulfilling all of God’s moral and relational
commandments. We read about this in  Romans 13:8-10 . . . Owe
nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves
his neighbor has fulfilled the law. [9] For this, "You shall not
commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you
shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is
summed up in this saying, "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself." [10] Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love
is the fulfillment of the law. 

4. With the thought in mind that love is a vital part of the Christian
life, I want to look at each of the two commandments and give you
some reasonable means for assessing the condition of your love for
God and your love for others. 

B. The first and foremost commandment of all is to love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, with all your
strength. 
1. If Jesus had avoided using the three letter word ALL, we could

evaluate our love for God on a sliding scale and probably feel pretty
good about the condition and quality of our love for Him. 
a. But He didn’t. In fact, Jesus used that little word four times –

and each time He used it, it sets a clear standard for the quality
of love and the extent of love that we are to have for God. And



if we take Jesus’ words seriously, and we ought, it means our love
for God is to be ALL consuming, it is to transcend all other loves,
which means it is to be free of any mixed motives, double-
mindedness, or competition. 

b. In other words, in using the word ALL, Jesus removed any
possibility of a sliding scale when it comes to the love we are to
have for God. We either love Him with ALL of our being, or we
don’t, and if we don’t, we fall short of His command to do so. 

2. Now because of the frailty of our humanity, I want to make it clear
that I am NOT saying that you cannot love God with part of your
heart, soul, mind and strength. You can. And I am NOT saying you
cannot be a Christian if you love God partially. However, partial love
is not and never will be equal to loving God with ALL your being,
and I am confident you know this to be true. 
a. And why am I confident each of us knows this to be true? Because,

in my experience, each of us wants far more than partial love from
our spouse, our parents, our children, and anyone else we hold
near and dear. 

b. In other words, the fact that we do not want partial love from
those nearest and dearest confirms that fact that we know the
difference between partial love and whole-hearted love. And the
fact that we want whole-hearted love from those near and dear
affirms the reasonableness of God wanting that from us. 

c. And what’s more, we don’t want partial love from God. Ask
yourself, would you really be singing the praises of God’s love if
His love were partial rather than complete and eternal? 

3. Therefore, if we do not hold partial love in high esteem, then we ought
never let ourselves be deceived or lulled into thinking that any amount
of partial love for God – though sincere – meets the standard set by
God, or is worthy of God, or should be acceptable to God. 
a. And we ought never to think that a partial love for God should

continue on for years and years, any more than we would think
a partial faithfulness to our spouse should go on for years and
years. 

4. Now as I said near the beginning of today’s teaching, I want us to
consider the state or condition of our love for God. And to help you
do this, I have put together a set of statements about our love for God.
So listen carefully and then ponder them in the days and weeks ahead.
a. If I focus far more on God’s love for me than on my love for Him,

I do not love Him with all my being. 



b. If I live and speak as if it is more important for God to treat me
well than it is for me to treat Him well, then I do not love God
with all my being. 

c. If I easily notice or feel disappointment over some apparent failure
on God’s part to love me or meet my needs or answer my prayers,
but hardly notice or feel any sadness over my failures to love and
obey Him, then I do not love Him with all my being. 

d. If after sinning I ask forgiveness but lack a broken heart or tear
filled eyes over having treated God so poorly, then I do not love
Him with all my being. 

e. If I treasure and express great praise over God’s immeasurably
great grace in response to my sin, yet hardly notice when I fail
to make a worthy effort to put an end to my sin, then I do not love
God with all my being. 

f. If I hate another’s sin more than I hate my own, if I am offended
or hurt by another’s selfish behavior but am not equally offended
and hurt by my own, if I judge another’s sin more harshly than
I judge my own, then I do not love God with all my being. 

g. If I believe I can love God with all my being without obeying Him
with all my being, then I am deceiving myself as to what it means
to love God with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

h. If there are areas where I do not trust God – be it as my provider
or protector, or as my first and foremost source of security, or in
some relationship, or in an area of service, then I do not love Him
with all my being. 

i. If I turn to the comforting pleasures of food or sensuality or
purchasing things or accumulating possessions, or if I make
money a source of present and future security, then I do not love
God will all my being. 

j. If I heartily worship God on Sunday yet complain on Monday
through Saturday about one or more of life’s trials or difficult
circumstances, then I do not love Him with all my being. 

k. If I know truth about how to live and do not live accordingly, or
if I am not making an honest and measurable effort to live
accordingly, then I do not love God with all my being. 

l. If I teach others how to live, but do not live up to my own
teaching, then I do not love God with all my being. 

m. If I want relief from trials and tribulations rather than the
spiritual growth God has for me in them, then I do not love Him
with all my being. 



n. If serving God is more important to me than godly character, or
if I put more energy and time into serving God than into being
holy in all my behavior as He is holy, then I do not love God with
all my being. 

o. If in my serving God, I also seek a sense of importance or
accomplishment or worthiness for having done something good,
or if in serving I seek a position of power or fame, then I do not
love God with all my being. 

p. If I fully expect God to love me, but have little or no expectation
of loving Him according to His first and greatest commandment,
then I not only do not love God with all my being, I am a hypocrite
who expects more from Him than I am willing to give.

5. Isaac Watts wrote these words: “Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small; love so amazing, so divine, demands
my soul, my life, my all.

6. My plea to myself and to each of you is that we would treasure God
above all treasures, and love Him above all loves, so that even if we
are only on the way to loving Him with ALL our heart, soul, mind,
and strength, we will be found pursuing this all-consuming love in
a manner that is worthy of the One who asks us to love Him in this
all-consuming way. 

C. The second commandment, which Jesus says is as important as the first,
tells us that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
1. In my opinion, loving others as we love ourselves is as challenging

as loving God above all else. Why? Because to love others as ourselves
requires dying to self, frequently denying self, and vigilance in being
thoughtful, sensitive, and caring.
a. Now if we were as good at loving others as we are at knowing how

others ought to love us; if we were as diligent in giving love as
we are in expecting love from others; if we believed there is as
much joy in loving others as we believe there is in being loved,
there would be no shortage of Christian’s living to the fullest
extent this commandment to love others as ourselves. 

b. But the reality is, too many of us are far more concerned about
receiving the love we want than giving the love others need. And
so, this second commandment, though known and quoted by
millions of people the world over, only gets the attention it
deserves from those who give the first commandment the
attention it deserves. 



2. Therefore, I want us to spend a few moments considering the state
or condition of our love for our neighbor. And as I give you statements
to ponder, please keep in mind that love is seeking the good of
everyone who are in any way affected by my choices and behavior. 
a. If I expect higher quality, more complete, more personally

satisfying expressions of love from others than I give them, I do
not love my neighbor as myself. 

b. If I want those near and dear to know how to love me as well as
when and where they are falling short, but make insufficient effort
to learn how they want to be loved and where I am falling short,
then I do not love my neighbor as myself. 

c. If I cling to some possession or refuse to give up some activity
or make little to no effort to break a habit that damages my
relationship with those around me, then I do not love my neighbor
as myself. 

d. If I do not actively pursue conflict resolution so as to settle
differences in a way that seeks the good of both sides, then I do
not love my neighbor as myself. 

e. If I easily see the flaws, failures, and sins in those around me but
rarely see my own so that I generally think others are worse
sinners than me, then I am not only deceiving myself, I am giving
way to pride and failing to love my neighbor as myself. 

f. If I want acceptance, praise, or even fame, yet do not want that
in equal ways for others, then I do not love my neighbor as myself.

g. If I will not willingly forsake acceptance, praise, or even fame
so another can have it, then I do not love my neighbor as myself.

h. If I will not encourage and support small beginnings toward
changing bad behavior or established habits, if it is hard for me
to show patience and grace while another is struggling to change,
if I will not progressively open the door of trust to one who is
trying to change – even though they have sinned against me
grievously, then I do not love my neighbor as myself. 

i. If I take offence easily, if my feelings get hurt quickly, if my
preferred response to uncomfortable situations or unpleasant
people is to pull away, then I do not love my neighbor as myself.

j. If I do not give the same grace, understanding, patience, and
gentle reproof that God gives me, then I do not love my neighbor
as myself. 

k. If I will not continue loving when love is not returned, then I do
not love my neighbor as myself. 



3. I suspect you could add some of your own test statements to the ones
I presented today – and that is a good thing. There are more I could
add, but for the sake of time let me remind you that we are wise to
test the integrity of our love, be it our love for God or our love for those
around us, for love is a vital part of the Christian life. 

III. Conclusion
A. Do you measure or test or evaluate your love for God and people, and if

so, how? I prefer to use certain scriptures and specific Bible stories and
other examples or statements from Christian literature about love. 
1. For example, I like to use the father of the prodigal son as a godly

example of love, for to me, he loved wisely, cautiously, and yet fully. 
2. And I like the words of II Corinthians 5:15 . . . and Jesus died so

that we who live will no longer live for ourselves but for Him who
died and rose again on our behalf. 

3. I also like the definition of love that says, love is seeking the good
of everyone who are in any way affected by my choices and behavior.

4. And the idea of loving others for God’s sake has been very helpful,
because it compels me to love regardless of another’s behavior. And
I suspect we all know the challenge of loving someone who is hard
to love.

5. So I ask you again, what scriptures or Bible stories or other examples
do you use? 

B. And finally, I urge you to examine your heart, your mind, and your
repetitive behaviors to see if you believe in love as a truth and principle
of life, or if what you believe in is being loved? 
1. It is my belief that we all believe in being loved, but only a few believe

in love itself. What do you believe in? 
2. And so I urge all of us to examine our hearts regarding this matter

of love, for as Christians, our goal and our calling is to believe in love
itself. 


