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I. Be holy in all your behavior just as God is holy
A. II Peter 3:11-18 . . . Since all these things are to be destroyed in this

way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
[12] looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will
melt with intense heat! [13] But according to His promise we are
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness
dwells. [14] Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be
diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, [15] and
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, [16] as
also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are
some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable
distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own
destruction. [17] You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on
your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled
men and fall from your own steadfastness, [18] but grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the
glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

B. Pray

II. What sort of people ought we to be?
A. II Peter 3:14 . . . Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be

diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless.
1. Verse 14 begins with the word “Therefore,” and it is there to make

it clear that what Peter is about to say is based directly on what he
just said. So if we were to paraphrase both sides of the “Therefore,”
it would go something like this: “Since God is going to destroy all
that is unrighteous in relation to the heavens, the earth, sin, and
unrepentant sinners, and since God is going to create a new
heavens and new earth in which righteousness dwells, and since
you are confidently expecting these things to come to pass, be
diligent to be found by Christ in peace, spotless and blameless.” 
a. In other words, as we look forward to crossing the threshold

from this life into the next, be it at the return of Christ or at our
death – should we die before He returns – our goal is to be,



being found by Christ, free of fear at the prospect of being
judged because we have come to that moment spotless and
blameless. 

b. The truth is, we will stand before Christ in the same spiritual
condition we were in when we got to death’s door – which is why
Peter is exhorting us to diligently prepare now in order to be
in the best possible spiritual condition when we meet Christ
face-to-face. 

2. To be diligent is to give the amount of attention required to
carefully, earnestly, and steadily accomplish the task before you.
And Peter is telling us that the important task before us is to be
found by Christ in peace, spotless and blameless. 
a. Now I realize we have many tasks, and depending on things like

marital status, size of family, work situation, network of
friends, duties to our extended family, work in the church, and
other such things, many of the tasks we have are worthy and
necessary for daily living. 

b. And yet, there is a list of tasks that if neglected will not only
cause us grave spiritual harm here and now, but will have a
harmful effect on us at the final judgment and on into eternity.
Therefore, if we do not give due diligence to the things on this
list now, the day is coming when we will clearly and undeniably
see that failing to give due diligence to these tasks, while we
could, was profoundly foolish and eternally costly. 

c. And so I urge each of us, do not wait until it is too late to take
Peter’s words of exhortation seriously. 

3. Peter goes on to say that we are to be diligent to be found by Christ,
in peace. Or in other words, we are to be found by Christ free of
anxiety or fear over the final judgment. And how do we get into this
peaceful condition? By living according to the will and word of God.
Or as Peter says, by living a life that is spotless and blameless. 
a. Remember the words from I John 4:16-18, about abiding in

love so as to live a life ruled by love (righteousness)? John
includes in that exhortation the reminder that such a life casts
out all fear of punishment in the final judgment. 

b. In other words, honestly, intentionally, persistently, daily, and
prayerfully pursuing holiness in all your behavior will not only
lead to living a godly life now, it will free you from any fear of
facing Christ in the final judgment – which means He will find
you in peace as you stand before Him. 



4. So what kind of godly life are we to live? Peter calls us to be
spotless and blameless – which sets the standard rather high.
And yet, this high standard is not unique to Peter’s second letter. As
you recall, he began his first letter with the exhortation to be holy
in all our behavior just as God is holy. He began his second letter
with a reminder of God’s gracious empowerment and assistance,
and then presented us with a seven step ladder of spiritual growth.
So Peter is applying the same standard of holiness he has taught all
along when he exhorts us to prepare for the return of Christ by
rising to the spiritual condition of spotlessness and blamelessness.

5. Now Peter is not the only one to exhort his readers to this high
standard of preparation for the end times. 
a. Paul wrote a very similar message in II Corinthians 7:1 . . .

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from ALL defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. 

b. And to Timothy, Paul said: “I charge you in the presence of God,
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified
the good confession before Pontius Pilate, [14] that you keep the
commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ (I Timothy 6:13-14). 

c. Finally, John spoke of this same high standard of preparation
in I John 3:2-3 . . . Beloved, now we are children of God, and it
has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when
He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just
as He is. [3] And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him
purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

B. Now you may be wondering why it is so important to rise to this high
standard of holy living when the scripture says we are justified by faith
rather than works, and God sees us through the imputed righteousness
of Christ rather than our own righteousness. 
1. In answering a very similar question last Sunday, I gave you three

reasons godly living in preparation for the end times is important.
Today, I want to add two more reasons in the hope of helping you
see that there is an inseparable connection between how you live
now and what will be your lot then. 
a. First, we know from the “Blessings and Curses” given by God

in the OT law, that how Israel lived currently would directly
effect how they would live in the future. If they lived



righteously now, they would experience God’s blessings now and
on into the future. If they lived unrighteously now, they would
experience God’s discipline, and if they did not repent and
change their ways, they would experience God’s punishment in
the future. 
(1) Jesus brought this principle into the NT when tied together

hearing God’s truth and living according to God’s truth in
His contrasting example of the two houses–one built on the
rock and the other built on the sand (Matthew 7:24-27). 

(2) Paul affirmed this principle when he said that we will reap
what we sow. If we sow to the flesh, we will reap corruption
(the slow process of destruction). If we sow to the spirit, we
will reap eternal life (Galatians 6:7-8). 

(3) The point here is that how we live in this life does not
magically disappear or become unimportant when we face
Christ in the final judgment. We will carry both the good
and bad consequences of how we live now, into eternity. 

b. Second, we know from scripture that knowingly and willfully
practicing sin brings serious consequences from God, including
consequences that can effect us at the return of Christ. 
(1) For example, James makes it clear that knowing what is

right and not doing it is sin (James 4:17). 
(2) John goes a step further by saying that sin is lawlessness,

and everyone who continues to commit any specific sin – 
without a worthy effort to repent of it and put it to death –
is practicing lawlessness (I John 3:4). 

(3) And Jesus tells us what will happen to those who take their
religion seriously yet practice lawlessness when He said
that many will say to Him on judgment day, “Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast
out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?”
But because of how they lived, Jesus will say to them, “I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness” (Matthew 7:22-23). 

(4) In other words, being born again does not automatically free
us from the consequences of willfully living a fleshly and
worldly life here. In writing to Christians, Paul said it this
way: “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are:
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes,



dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have
forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21). 

2. The important truth here is that God, the word of God, Jesus, and
the disciples all taught that salvation and sanctification, being born
again and being transformed into the likeness of Christ, are
inseparably linked and therefore equally vital to our eternal
destiny. In other words, saving faith and daily behavior can not be
separated – as if you can have saving faith without the
accompanying daily good deeds of a righteous life. 
a. So where did the teaching come from that implies once we are

saved we are always saved even though we knowingly continue
in the practice some sin? 
(1) Who teaches that God’s grace is so comprehensive that we

can ask forgiveness and be forgiven for sins we have no
intention of repenting of and putting an end to?

(2) Who has discredited good works and the pursuit of holiness
by labeling any serious effort by Christians in that direction
as works based salvation? 

b. In II Peter 2, Peter says such teaching comes from false
teachers. And at the end of chapter 3, Peter says such teaching
comes from unprincipled teachers. And we are wise to believe
Peter’s assessment of this situation. 

3. Before moving on to verse 15, I want to add one more thing to why
it is wise to rise to the standard of holiness described by Peter in
preparation for the end of time and the final judgment. 
a. When we offer God a perpetually shallow, continuously

immature, worldly, and flesh pleasing form of Christianity, we
are treating Him with disrespect, and we are treating the price
Christ paid for our salvation as if it were of little value. 

b. Such an offering is no different from an Israelite bringing one
of his crippled or in some other way blemished lambs as his
sacrifice to God on the alter in Jerusalem. If God despised such
an offering from His children in the OT – and He did, we can be
confident that He will despise such an offering from us. 

C. II Peter 3:15 . . .  and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation,  just
as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him,
wrote to you . . . 



1. Peter repeats his statement that God’s patience is not neglect or
indifference or a broken promise, but rather an effort to increase the
number of those who repent and believe in Christ unto salvation. 

2. And then, Peter supports his statements by saying the apostle Paul,
according to the wisdom given him – by the Holy Spirit – said the
same thing in his writings. For example: 
a. From the scriptures I’ve already read today, we know that Paul

taught that a holy life was vital to being prepared for the return
of Christ. 

b. And we know from Romans 2:4; 3:25; & 9:22, that Paul taught
that it is the riches of God’s kindness, tolerance, and patience
that leads us to repentance. 

3. However, why would Peter repeat himself and appeal to Paul for
authentication of what he was saying? Because the false teachers
were teaching that God could not be counted on to keep His word,
and that self-reliance was better than patient faith in God, and that
there was no reason to fear God’s final judgment, which meant
Christians were then free us to live as they please even if what they
please is outside God’s will. And as in Peter’s day, so in our day, we
are need to be on guard against false teachers and their teachings.

4. So how are you handling the reality that Christ has not returned
yet, and that it is probable He will not come in your lifetime? 

D. II Peter 3:16 . . . just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the
wisdom given him, wrote to you, [16] as also in all his letters, speaking
in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand,
which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
1. I don’t want to ignore what Peter is saying about Paul’s writings,

but neither do I want to get derailed from Peter’s main message
regarding the need to be properly prepared for the return of Christ
and the final judgment. So, cling to Peter’s focus as we depart from
it for a few minutes to consider Peter’s words about Paul’s writings. 

2. By the time Peter wrote this second letter, Paul had written, at the
very least, several letters that were circulating around the churches
– as were a number of other letters by the disciples. 

3. Now when Peter refers to things hard to understand, it is believed
by some that he was referring to I Thessalonians 4:13-18, in
which it appears that Paul speaks about the return of Christ in
ways not spoken of by the OT prophets or Jesus or the disciples. 



a. A current example of the difficulty in interpreting these six
verses is the popular teaching about a rapture – which is when
Christians will be caught up from the earth to meet Christ in
the air, and then to go off with Christ to live with Him forever.
And after that, Christ will return to the earth and usher in the
millennium, the final judgment, and the end of time. 

b. Now because the rapture teaching and other interpretations of
these six verses are not found in Christ’s teachings or the
disciples teachings about the end times, it appears Peter is
saying that these verses were being misunderstood and
misinterpreted by untaught and unstable Christians.

4. But Peter goes beyond pointing out that untaught and unstable
Christians were misinterpreting Paul’s words in I Thess. 4:13-18
about the end times. He says they misinterpret many other things
in the scriptures – and this to their own destruction – which is
another reason why we must be careful how we interpret scripture
and what conclusions we draw from our interpretations. 

III. Conclusion
A. In conclusion, I want to remind you that this portion of II Peter is

about diligently pursuing holiness of life in all our behavior in
preparation for the return of Christ and the final judgment of mankind.
Admittedly, there are some interesting asides in these verses, but the
main theme is the important theme. 

B. Therefore, may we heed God’s word given to us through Peter, and as
a result of heeding these words, may we live as those who fear and love
and revere God so as to no longer live for ourselves, but for Jesus
Christ, who died and rose again on our behalf. May we live like those
who want to be transformed for God’s sake, and God’s honor, and God’s
enjoyment. And may we be found by Jesus, at His return, to be among
those who made a worthy effort to be holy in all our behavior as God is
holy.  


