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I. Four views of the Millennium and End Times
A. As previously stated, today we are going to look at the four main views

of the end times, and more specifically, the four views of the
Millennium, for it is this word and its inferences that separate
Christians as to how the end times will ultimately play out. 
1. And before introducing the four main views, I want to prepare you

by making a few points about this word “Millennium.” For example,
how long is the millennium? Most say that it is 1000 years, because
that is what the word most commonly infers. In addition, we read
in Revelation 20:4-6 that at least some of God’s people will reign
with Christ for a thousand years, or during what we Christians call
the Millennium. 

2. However, the book of Revelation is filled with symbolic language.
For example, there are beasts and horns and colors and numbers
that speak figuratively about a coming reality. They are not meant
to be taken literally. 
a. We also see in the scriptures that the number “1000" is used

figuratively to symbolize a long time. For example, Psalm
50:10 says that God owns the cattle on a thousand hills. If this
is to be taken literally, then who owns the cattle on the
remaining hills, for surely there are more than a thousand? 

b. Another example has to do with Israel driving out the
inhabitants of the Promised Land and defending itself from
outside enemies. In Leviticus 26:8, God said that five
Israelites will chase a hundred, and a hundred will chase ten
thousand, and their enemies would fall before them. And in
Deuteronomy 32:30, Moses asks, “Can one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight, unless your Rock had sold
the enemy into your hands?” 

c. My point here is that the numbers are figurative and intended
to inspire confident faith in battle, not determine the exact
numbers involved in any one battle. 

d. Another example is God’s promise to keep His covenant and His
lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love
Him and keep His commandments (Deuteronomy 7:9). Using
the biblical method of counting generations, God is either



literally saying He keeps His covenant for 40,000 years, or He
is figuratively saying He can be counted on to keep His
covenant far longer than we can imagine or conceive. 

3. Which brings us back to Revelation 20:4-6 and its reference to
1000 years (Millennium). Are we to take it literally or figuratively?

4. I believe the honest answer is that we cannot prove one way or the
other. Yet it is the unprovable statements about the end times that
open the door for different interpretations of end times scripture,
and especially scriptures related to the millennium. 

5. However, this does not mean we cannot say some things about the
end times with certainty, so please do not think all is unknown. But
to be fair with the information God has given us, we must be
careful with what we claim to know for sure about the end times. 

B. There are four main views of the end times which explain, mostly from
the scriptures, how the end times and millennium will play out. 
1. Dispensational premillennialism – currently the most popular

view.
2. Historic premillennialism – the prominent historical view, but

does not include a rapture of believers. 
3. Postmillennialism – least popular and most indefensible of all the

views. 
4. Amillennialism – held by some you would never guess hold it, and

teaches that we are in the millennium (which represents a long
time rather than a specific 1000 years), after which Christ will
return, the final judgment will take place, and the new age begun.

5. These four views have major and minor differences that set them
apart from each other. 
a. For example, Dispensational Premillennialism and Historic

Premillennialism have Christ returning before the millennium,
whereas postmillennialism and amillennialism have Christ
returning after the millennium. 

b. In other words, the major differences revolve around the
millennium – which includes Christ’s return (twice or once), the
resurrection of the dead (once, twice, or three times), the
rapture of God’s people from the harsh circumstances of the
tribulation preceding Christ’s return, and the place of Israel and
the Church in God’s plans for the end times. 



C. Dispensational premillennialism 
1. Dispensational premillennialists believes that the sequence of

events bringing us to the end of time include:
a. A seven year tribulation (foreseen in Daniel 9:27) which will

include an Antichrist, a one world economy and government, a 
universal religion, the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple in
Jerusalem, the re-establishment of the sacrificial system, 3½
years of world peace (Dan 7:8; Rev 13:1-8) followed by 3½
years of tribulation (Rev 6-18), and ending with the Battle of
Armageddon followed by the return of Christ (Matt 24:27-31;
Rev 19:11-21). 

b. Dispensational premillenialists also believe that God has one
distinct plan for Israel and another one for the Church. This
7 year tribulation is a time for Israel to return to faith in God
and obedience to God so they, as a nation, can be saved and
restored to their rightful land and position with God – which
will fulfill the OT covenant God made with them. 

c. By God’s grace, NT Christian’s (dead and alive) will be taken
out of the world at either the beginning or in the middle of the
7 year tribulation so as not to have to endure the worst of those
years. This raising from the dead of past believers is the first
resurrection, and the removal of all Christians at this time is
called the Rapture (1 Cor 15:51-52; 1 Thess 4:15-17) – a
rapture where Christ comes in the air and gathers His Church. 

d. At the end of the 7 year tribulation, Christ returns, and the
martyrs and OT saints will be raised from the dead (Dan 12:2;
Rev 20:4). This is the second  resurrection. Then the nations
are judged (Matt 25:31; Jude 14-15), Christ sets up His
millennial kingdom in Jerusalem, binds Satan for 1000 years
(Rev 20:1-3), and rules over all the earth with a rod of iron
(Rev. 19:15). 

e. At the end of Christ’s 1000 year rule, Satan is loosed, the evil of
humanity is again free to express itself, a final rebellion against
God ensues, and all rebellion against God will be brought to an
end, forever. Then unbelievers who have died are raised from
the dead (third resurrection), the Great White Throne
judgment takes place, Satan and all his cohorts are cast into the
Lake of Fire, and God makes the new heaven and the new
earth. This is the ultimate beginning of eternity with God. 



2. The weaknesses of this view are:
a. It is new (200 years old) – although there is some indication it

may have been hinted at by Ephraim the Syrian in the fourth
century. Other than that, this teaching was not taught within
the universal church until the latter 1800's. 

b. It is too dependent on a literal translation of certain passages
of scripture, and a literal division of God’s people into two
groups – Israel and the church – who He deals with differently.

c. The rapture and millennial reign are not spoken of by the OT
prophets, Christ, or Christ’s disciples (excluding Paul). 

d. It depends on the Dispensational interpretation of scripture
which holds to a progressive revelation that enlarges prior
revelation, a literal interpretation of scripture, the salvation
and restoration of Israel as a nation, and the belief that God
deals differently with humanity in each of the 7 dispensations. 

D. Historic Premillennialism 
1. If you remove the rapture teachings of Dispensational Pre-

millennialism, you have the essence of Historic Premillennialism.
So the sequence of events go like this: 
a. Prior to Christ’s return, the world will experience a time of

horrible tribulation (Matt 24:21). This period includes the anti-
Christ, the one-world economic system, severe persecution of
Christians and Jews, and Armageddon. 

b. Then the heavens and all its powers will be shaken (Matt
24:29), Christ returns, raises the OT and NT believers (this is
the first resurrection), sets up His millennial kingdom, binds
Satan, rules over the earth for 1000 years, loses Satan for a
season who is then defeated and cast into the Lake of Fire. 

c. Then all the rest of the dead are raised (this is the second
resurrection), judged, Hell is opened, and the new heavens
and new earth are created for the eternal dwelling place of God
and His people. 

2. Other differences from Dispensational Premillennialism include:
a. The church is the new Israel. Therefore National Israel no

longer exists as a distinct people of God, and God no longer has
a unique plan for the Jews. God’s people are made up of those
who have lived by faith – thus obeying God’s will and word. 

b. Christians will live during, and therefore have to endure the
years of tribulation. 



3. The weaknesses of this view are:
a. The Matt 24-25 discourse by Jesus on the end times says

nothing about a millennial reign following His return. Instead,
Jesus speaks as if the final judgment directly follows His
return, and then the new heavens and new earth. 

b. In II Peter 3, Peter makes no mention of a millennial reign
following Christ’s return. Rather he moves from the return to
the judgment to the making of a new heaven and new earth. 

c. And in I Corinthians 15:23-24, Paul appears to say that Christ
returns first, the dead in Christ will rise, the end comes, and
Christ hands over the kingdom to the God. In this passage, he
gives no hint of a millennial reign of Christ between His return
and the final end of time. 

E. Postmillennialism
1. The postmillennial view is the least popular, has the least support

from scripture, and is therefore the hardest to defend from
scripture. 

2. The most distinguishing part of the postmillennial belief is the
optimistic expectation that the Kingdom of God, through the
preaching of the gospel and work of the Holy Spirit, will continue to
gain converts which in turn will continue to make the world better
and better until it is mostly christianized. The world will remain in
this christianized condition for a lengthy period of time – which
some postmillennialists call the millennium – and then the end
comes. 
a. At the end of this lengthy golden era, or millennium, the

following things will happen in this order – the return of Christ,
the general resurrection of believers and unbelievers (this is the
first and only resurrection associated with the end times), the
final judgment of believers and unbelievers, the opening of hell
and the creation of a new heavens and new earth. 

b. Now because the world will continue to get better and better,
postmillennialists believe the time of tribulation began soon
after Christ’s ascension and will continue until the world is
sufficiently christianized, after which a lengthy period of
righteousness, peace, and prosperity will prevail. Satan is
currently bound by the work of Christ on the cross, the power
of sin has been vanquished, the Anti-Christ either has or will
appear, and we are on track to a better world. 



3. Postmillennialism builds its position on I Cor 15:25-26 . . . “For He
must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last
enemy that will be abolished is death.” It interprets this scripture
according to the following scriptures: 
a. Christ is at the right hand of God the Father – Ps 110:1; Mark

16:19, Acts 2:33-34, 5:31, 7:55-56; Rom 8:34, Eph 1:20; Col
3:1; Heb 1:3,13, 8:1, 10:12, 12:2; 1Pet 3:22. 

b. And Peter’s Pentecost sermon proclaims that Christ was raised
to a throne and is ruling over His kingdom in this, the church
age (Acts 2:29-36). Paul affirms this in Col 3:1. 

4. Postmillennialism is often mistakenly linked with the belief that
man is inherently good. The result is that postmillennialism has
been labeled as teaching that the kingdom of God will be ushered in
by human effort, independently of the Holy Spirit. This is not true.

5. The weaknesses of postmillennialism are its dependence on
figurative and often unique interpretations of end times scriptures,
its lack of explanations for some of the scriptures detailing end time
events that they overlook – including suffering and martyrdom
(II Tim 3:12; Jn 15:20; Acts 14:22), and its view that this world
will get better rather than get worse and worse until Christ returns.

F. Amillennialism
1. Amillennialism starts with the presupposition that we ought to

understand and interpret the obscure scriptures (like the book of
Revelation) with the obvious scriptures. And so, amillennialists look
at the obscure portions of Daniel and Revelation through what they
believe is the clear lens of the OT prophets, Christ’s teaching, some
of Paul’s teaching, and Peter’s second letter. 
a. Therefore, since Revelation 20:1-6 is the only scripture that

speaks of a specific 1000 year reign of Christ, amillennialists
treat is as an obscure passage that is to be interpreted through
the clearer scriptures which do not speak of a millennium reign
of Christ following His return. For them, the progressive
revelation of Dispensationalism is an unacceptable approach to
scripture, for it adds to rather than supports Christ’s words. 

b. Amillennialists believe in the millennium, but they believe it
represents a lengthy period of time prior to and leading up to
Christ’s second coming. 

c. And they believe it is a time filled with such things as
tribulation for Christians and non-Christians alike, the anti-



Christ and all that goes with his power and influence, and the
binding of Satan – for as Jesus said in John 12:31 while talking
about His death: “Now judgment is upon this world; now the
ruler of this world will be cast out,” (see also Col 2:15; Heb
2:14-15; I John 3:8). 

d. This period of the church age will culminate with the battle of
Armageddon, which will usher in the return of Christ, the
resurrection of the dead – both believers and unbelievers (one
resurrection), the final judgment, the opening of the Lake of
Fire, and the creation of a new heavens and new earth. 

2. The weaknesses of the amillennial position are:
a. Its dependence on treating Rev 20 as taking place prior to Rev

19 – which is how they support their belief that the millennium
comes prior to Christ’s return rather than after. 

b. Its interpretation of Rev 20:5-6 as referring to some sort of
spiritual resurrection (being born again) instead of a bodily
resurrection, which is how they support one general
resurrection instead of two resurrections – one for God’s people
when Christ returns and one for unbelievers at the judgment. 

II. Conclusion
A. My goal today was to introduce you to the four main views of the end

times. This is not to confuse you, but to give you an opportunity to see
that reasonable Christians have and continue hold different views on a
topic that is very real and certain to take place, but is not clearly and
definitively spelled out in God’s word. Given the information God has
given us, there is room for discussion, debate, and disagreement – which
means this is NOT an issue to fight or separate over. 

B. Therefore, hold the view that seems right to you, and graciously give
the same freedom to the rest of the church. And when you meet
Christians who are adamant that their position is the only Biblically
correct position, listen politely and let them go their way in peace. 

C. Finally, some things are certain – we must be born again, we must live
a holy life, we are to love God supremely and our neighbor as ourselves,
Jesus Christ will return, a final judgment will take place, all who have
lived in rebellion against God will be condemned to hell, and God will
make a new heavens and new earth wherein all His people will dwell
with Him for eternity. 

D. Therefore, be wise, and focus on what is certain! Maranatha! (O Lord
come!)


