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I. His Divine power has granted us everything necessary for life and godliness.
Therefore, pursue godly qualities and behaviors. 
A. II Peter 1:2-4 . . . Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge

of God and of Jesus our Lord; [3] seeing that His divine power has granted
to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. [4] For
by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises,
so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

B. II Peter 1:5-11 . . . Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence,
in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence,
knowledge, [6] and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control,
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, [7] and in your
godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. [8] For
if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither
useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
[9] For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having
forgotten his purification from his former sins. [10] Therefore, brethren,
be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing
you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;
[11] for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

C. Pray

II. Introduction
A. Peter begins his letter by reminding us of God’s comprehensive and

empowering actions, gifts, and promises which He gives to us for the
purpose of bringing us from babes in Christ to full grown Christians. And
as if that were not enough, Peter points out that God’s actions, gifts, and
promises have the power to transform us to the degree that we become
partakers of God’s nature. 
1. The fact that God requires much of us, and that He sets the standard

high when it comes to living a godly life, is well documented in the
scriptures. For example: 
a. “Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand

in His holy place? [4] He who has clean hands and a pure heart,



who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has not sworn
deceitfully” (Psalm 24:3-4). 

b. “But like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also
in all your behavior” (I Peter 1:15). 

2. However, along with God’s requirements and high standards also
comes everything we need to fulfill His requirements and rise to His
standards. 

3. In other words, the same God who requires much of us enables us
to satisfy His requirements. The same God who sets the standards
high, empowers us to rise that high. The same God who tries and tests
us, gives us an abundance of grace for daily living and gives us a deep
inward peace to keep us anchored to our faith in Him. 

4. And should we feel the need for more help, He lays before us precious
and magnificent promises that we can call on and put to use to help
us satisfy His requirements and rise to His standards. 

B. Now, because of God’s great, gracious, and varied provisions for living
the Christian life, Peter turns our attention to the response we are to
make, and especially because of what God has done, is doing, and will
do for His people. 
1. Peter makes this transition in verse 5 with these words: “Now for

this very reason also, applying all diligence . . .”
2. The apostle Paul makes a similar transition in II Corinthians 7:1

with these words: “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.” 

3. I have pointed out Paul’s transitional statement to show you that
Peter’s is not unique, for both these transitional statements state the
same essential truth: Since God has done all that, you do this. 

4. The difference between Peter’s and Paul’s statements is this: Peter
follows his statement with what appears to be a sequential list that
forms a path to travel or steps to climb or a plan to take us from where
we are to where God wills us to be. 

5. In other words, Peter not only exhorts us to respond to what God has
done by pursuing holiness in all our behavior, he gives us a step by
step process or a plan to follow in order to climb from our first days
of faith to the heights of becoming a partaker of the divine nature.

III. Steps (ladder), Path, Plan
A. II Peter 1:5a . . . Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence



1. The word applying speaks of contributing or adding to what is
already there. And the “what” of what is already there is the
foundation and infrastructure of grace, peace, power, and promises
that God has, is, and will provide for living the Christian life and
growing in godliness. 

2. And so at the very beginning of the process or steps that Peter lays
out for us, he tells us to add all diligence to what God has done.
a. The word diligence speaks of giving thoughtful and careful

attention to something. As used here, it speaks of giving
thoughtful and careful attention to growing in godliness. 

b. For example, we are adding all diligence when we exercise an
eagerness to learn, focused attention on specific lessons as we
work our way along the path, painstaking persistence, vigilance
against losing ground, and a devotion to prayer. 

c. For me, Jesus fourth beatitude provides a picture of what this
diligence looks like: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
after righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6). 

3. The point here is that Christian growth requires thoughtful and
careful attention to those things required for such growth. To make
less of an effort or to let carelessness or laziness slip in means worthy,
measurable growth will not happen. Therefore, pursue godliness with
all diligence. 

B. II Peter 1:5b . . . in your faith supply moral excellence, 
1. Peter’s steps or plan begins with faith. Why? Because the Christian

life begins with faith and is lived by faith. In fact, faith is such an
indispensable part of the Christian life that four times the scripture
says that the righteous shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans
1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). 
a. Without faith there is no salvation, no forgiveness of sin, no

reconciliation to God, no knowing of God, no life in Christ, no
growth in godliness, no inward peace that transcends all
circumstances, and no prayer. 

b. Faith sees what is invisible to natural sight. It touches what
human hands cannot touch. It senses what feelings and emotions
cannot feel. 

c. In the most practical sense, faith is the confidence that frees us
to put ourselves in God’s hands and trust him to know what is
best and to do what is best. Therefore, it is faith that makes us
feel safe regardless of what God does or allows. 



d. For me, the classic picture showing the importance God places
on faith is demonstrated by His response to the generation of
Israelites who got to the Promised Land but voted against going
into the Promised Land because they did not trust God to protect
them from being destroyed by those who lived there. That single
act of unbelief cost them the privilege of entering and living in
the Promised Land. 

e. Hebrews 11:6 also tells us how important faith is to God, for
it says that without faith it is impossible to please God. 

f. The point here is that from the human side of our relationship
with God, faith is the foundation upon which all the rest is built.
And this foundation is so important that Peter reminds us that
his steps upward or his path onward that takes us from the
beginnings of the Christian life to Christian maturity, begins
with faith. 

2. In our faith we are to supply moral excellence. 
a. I want to comment on the word “supply” because it is an

important part of this process since each quality listed is to be
supplied to the preceding quality or group of qualities. 
(1) The word “supply” speaks of adding something in a generous

amount to something that is already there. For instance, to
our faith – which is already there – we are to diligently add
a generous amount of moral excellence. 

(2) However, the idea here is not to go from one quality (faith) 
to two separate qualities(faith and moral excellence). The idea
is to take our faith and supply or add moral excellence so that
we have a new, single unit of “faith and moral excellence”
combined together. 

(3) Peter confirms this is the way he wants us to understand it
by using the word “in” before each quality. For example, he
says: “IN” your faith supply moral excellence. . . IN your
moral excellence supply knowledge . . . IN your knowledge
supply self-control . . . and so on. 

(4) And so the important point here is that we start with faith
and use our faith to diligently supply or add in moral
excellence so that the two begin to grow and work together
as a unit out of which we then add the next quality. 

b. Returning to the verse, Peter says that in our faith we are to
supply moral excellence. 



(1) To supply or add moral excellence is to pursue, develop, and
then nurture those qualities of character, mind, and behavior
that enable you to live a morally excellent life in accordance
with the will and word of God. 

(2) Therefore, to supply moral excellence in our faith is to add
submissive obedience and personal integrity to our faith so
that we freely and consistently choose to do what is right –
as defined by the will and word of God. To supply moral
excellence is to become just and fair in all our dealings, and
to fulfill our duties and obligations to others. And it is to add
self-evaluation and critical thinking so that we respect, do,
and defend what is right while standing against what is
wrong – in ourselves first and then in those around us. 

c. Therefore, beginning with the foundation of faith, we are to use
that foundation to diligently add or supply a generous amount
of moral excellence so that we progress from our foundation
of faith to a combined foundation of faith and moral excellence. 

C. II Peter 1:5c . . . and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 
1. Using all that God has given us for life and godliness, we are to

expand the combined foundation of faith and moral excellence by
diligently adding or supplying a generous amount of  knowledge. 

2. The knowledge spoken of here is experiential knowledge. It is the
understanding, insight, and discernment gained from experiencing
in life what we formerly knew only as book knowledge. 

3. Therefore, it is as we use our knowledge to deal with and navigate
our way through the numerous and varied circumstances and
relationships in life that we add life experience to our book knowledge.

4. The point here is that we are to diligently use the combined
foundation of faith and moral excellence to work out the knowledge
we have of God and His word so that we move from known but
untested information to an understanding gained from experience
– experience which turns our book learning into practical insight,
and our knowledge into the kind of wisdom that comes from using
our knowledge in real life situations and relationships. 

5. This is vital to making progress in the Christian life, for it is
experiential knowledge of God’s goodness and faithfulness that
strengthens our faith and resolve to continue trusting God, pleasing
God, and drawing near to God in the heat of battle, the challenge of
trials and tribulation, and the pain of suffering. 



6. And it is experiential knowledge of those parts of God’s word that
we know which opens our eyes and heart to understand those parts
of God’s word that we do not yet understand or know how to apply. 

7. And finally, it is experiential knowledge of ourselves – against the
backdrop of God and His word – that reveals our fleshly weaknesses,
ungodly thinking, and sinful habits. Yet this same experiential
knowledge reveals our spiritual growth, character strengths, and godly
thinking which we can use to go further in our spiritual growth. 

D. II Peter 1:6a . . . [6] and in your knowledge, self-control, 
1. Moving further down the path or higher up the ladder, we are to use

all that God has given us for life and godliness to expand our growing
foundation of faith, moral excellence, and experiential knowledge by
diligently supplying a generous amount of self-control. 

2. Self-control is the strength of integrity and purpose by which we
exercise control over our passions, emotions, cravings, impulses,
habits, and ungodly fears. 

3. Some Christians do not like using the term self-control because it
speaks to them of using their own strength and ability to grow in the
Christian life or to do God’s will in some form of Christian service.

4. Now there is no question but that self-control is controlling yourself.
Nor is there any doubt that unbelievers exercise self-control. In fact,
there are some who outdo Christians in this area. 

5. But what is often missed by those Christians who think self-control
is too much of self and not enough of God, is that God calls us to
exercise self-control – and we are to exercise it in all areas of life, not
just some. 
a. For example, we are to exercise self-control over what is going

on inside as well as what we do on the outside, which means
exercising self-control over our thoughts as well as our words,
and over our hidden desires and daydreams as well as our
behavior. 

b. And as if “self-control in all areas” is not difficult enough, we are
fighting against the rulers, against the powers, against the world
forces of darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in
the heavenly places, and against the incessant  temptations of
the devil (Ephesians 6:12). 

6. Therefore, it is ludicrous to insinuate that Christian self-control is
too much of self and not enough of God. If God is not for you, and if
God is not with you and in you, and if God is not assisting you and



empowering you, you have no chance of successfully exercising self-
control in all areas of life as God intends for you to do so. 

7. In other words, to exercise Christian self-control over every area of
your life and over the powers of evil that come against you, you must
have God’s help and power. 

IV. Conclusion
A. Peter continues on with four more steps, but my goal is to take them up

next week. And though we are ending our study today in the middle of
Peter’s steps or path, I want to close with a portion of scripture that I
have referenced a number of times over the years. It is a summary
statement that reminds us of what God has done, is doing, and wants
to do in us and for us, and it includes the response we are to make to what
God has done. 

B. Titus 2:11-14 . . . For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation
to all men, [12] instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires
and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, [13] looking
for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, [14] who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every
lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous for good deeds. 

C. Then Paul put his stamp of importance on the words I just read by telling
Titus: “These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority.
Let no one disregard you” (Titus 2:15). 


