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I. Review:

A. It is my plan today to finish our examination of false teaching in the

church today – false teaching that is not very obvious to the casual

observer, yet is a serious threat to the spiritual health of individual

Christians and the church as a whole. We began this series by looking

at the power of culture to influence our thinking and living, and I included

the church culture as one of the cultures that influences us. 

B. Last Sunday, we looked at the influence on the church that comes from

presenting the gospel of salvation as if it were a product to be sold, and

the influence on the church that comes from making giftedness and ability

more important than godliness in relation to serving in the church. 

C. Today, I want to bring one more falsehood to your attention. Following

that, I want to comment on several weaknesses that are not so obvious

yet have a harmful effect on the church. After that, I want to conclude

with a portion of scripture that has weighed on my mind for most of the

years I have been a Christian. And I am concluding with this portion of

scripture because it paints a clear picture of what falsehood looks like

in the church. 

D. Pray

II. Examples of False Teaching Within the Church: 

A. There is a clear and obvious teaching in some churches and an undertow

of thinking and speaking among some Christians in other churches which

holds that we cannot do anything constructive or meaningful in relation

to becoming godly. In fact, this teaching holds that it is unspiritual to

even try to become more godly, because God does it all. 

1. For most of those who hold this teaching, any effort on our part is

seen as self-effort, and all self-effort is seen to be equal to 

a. works based righteousness – like the Pharisees of old 

b. or the works of the flesh – which means they are unaided or

separate from any work of the Holy Spirit and therefore

unprofitable or even harmful to the Christian life. 

2. As I see it, there are two problems with this teaching or thinking.

But before addressing the two problems with this false teaching, I

want to affirm that we are nothing and can do nothing apart from



God, and apart from what He has built into us at creation, and what

He has given us in the form of parents and society and education and

life experiences and other such things as these, and what He

subsequently enables and assists us to do upon turning to Him and

trusting in Him as we devote ourselves to living a life pleasing to Him.

In other words, we are the creatures, the created ones, and everything

we have has either been given to us, or the means to obtain or make 

what we have has been provided for us. We are not like God. We

cannot make something out of nothing – and that includes the

knowledge and wisdom we have. Now to the two problems:

a. The first problem with this teaching is that it counters the overall

truth of scripture. I agree there are phrases here and there and

even verses that can be used to support the God does everything

view. But a comprehensive examination of scripture does not

support it. And if you want a refresher on the many ways

scripture speaks to the merging together of God’s part and our

part in the process of growing in faith and holiness, read “Whose

Doing Is It? God’s or Man’s? by John Cassian and edited by me,

and found on our web site on the Bible Based Reading page, under

Good Reading From Other Sources. 

b. Second, if Israel is an OT type of the NT Church and if Israel

taking the Promised Land is a type of the Christian pursuing

sanctification (and I believe it is), then this teaching that God

does it all and we are to do nothing breaks completely with the

example God gives us through Israel. 

3. The true gospel presents a unified work, where God is indeed the

major one doing the work and we the minor one, but nonetheless an

important one, if the work is to be done. Philippians 2:12-13 . . .

So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your

salvation with fear and trembling; [13] for it is God who is at work

in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 

B. Religious knowledge is more highly valued in some churches than holy

living. It is my observation that the average church leader and attendee

know more than they live. 

1. Let me give you two common examples of this. 

a. Many in the church today are theologically astute and spiritually

immature. Knowledge of God and God’s word is not for the sake

of having knowledge, but to aid us in living a Christ-like life. 



b. Many in the church today are able to tell others where they are

failing to live up to Biblical truth and principles, yet they fail to

apply those same truths and principles to their own lives. 

2. Consider the world of unbelievers around you. Is there not a sense

among them that for the most part, Christians are hypocrites. Why?

Because it is obvious to them that too many of us know more and

teach more than we live. 

3. Consider these two scriptures where God addresses this problem:

a. James 1:21-25 . . . Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all

that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word

implanted, which is able to save your souls. [22] But prove

yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude

themselves. [23] For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not

a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;

[24] for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has

immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. [25] But one

who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides

by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer,

this man will be blessed in what he does. 

b. I Peter 2:12 . . . Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles,

so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they

may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify

God in the day of visitation. 

C. There is a trend among a fairly large number of Christians to treat their

chosen theology or doctrinal positions as superior to the scriptures and

therefore the lens through which they read and interpret the scripture.

Now they would never admit to doing this because they are convinced

that their chosen theology or doctrinal positions are accurate reflections

or understandings of the scripture. 

1. However, the truth of this matter is exposed in two prominent ways:

a. Where verses or phrases from scripture agree with their theology,

they use them to confirm the accuracy and superiority of their

theology. Where verses or phrases from the scriptures disagree

with their theology, they either explain those scriptures away

via some novel explanation, or they ignore them. In other words,

they resort to supporting their position from a few selected

scriptures while ignoring other scriptures that speak to their

theology, but in a way that disagrees with or shows a potential

contradictory side to what they believe. For example:



(1) Philippians 2:12 (“work out your salvation with fear and

trembling”) is used to support those who believe in free will

and the believers role in salvation and sanctification, 

(2) while the very next verse, Philippians 2:13 (“for it is God

who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good

pleasure”) is used to support those who believe in God doing

all the work of salvation and sanctification – with each side

ignoring the counter scripture. 

b. When Christians treat their theology or doctrinal positions as

superior, they try their hardest to explain away as many

mysteries or unexplainable portions of God’s word as possible.

For example, Hebrews 10:26-27 (“For if we go on sinning

willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer

remains a sacrifice for sins, [27] but a terrifying expectation of

judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversar-

ies”) is a perplexing statement that seems to imply there is no

room or place for repentance, if after repenting the first time and

coming to faith in Christ, we return to willful sinning. So rather

than accepting the fact this is a hard to understand statement

or even an unexplainable statement, some explain it away in an

effort to defend their theology, while others use it as a clear

statement of support for their position even though it is not

perfectly clear. 

2. This ought to be our stand as Christians: Acts 17:10-11 . . . The

brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea,

and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.

[11] Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica,

for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the

Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 

D. In our day, the distance is widening between Christians and their likeness

to Christ, and narrowing between Christians and their likeness to the

world. In other words, the church is becoming less Christ-like and more

world-like. 

E. Two more comments about salvation – 

1. Suppose a husband loved his wife, and when I say loved his wife, I

mean he adored her and cherished her and showed her day after day

just how much of a treasure she was to him. And though his actions

were sufficient to make her feel special and treasured and adored,



his words filled her heart with a confident assurance that he loved

her. And suppose that upon feeling confident in her husband’s love

and recognizing just how special she was because of his love for her,

she grew more and more self-absorbed and demanding of his love

while giving only tokens of love in return. What might these actions

on the wife’s part communicate to her husband about her love for Him

and her expectations for the relationship? 

2. Suppose there was a large church with a pastor who was the author

of several best-selling books, and with a radio and television ministry

that reached millions.  Suppose the leadership and all who attended

that church were convinced that every husband strayed. In fact, they

believed that it was impossible for any husband to remain faithful

to his wife. Surely, some were less unfaithful than others. But it was

expected – and even affirmed in the teaching – that all would be

unfaithful numerous times. Yet at the same time they raised, and

even expected the girls who attended the church to believe that from

the time their husbands met them at the front of the church and said

“I do,” they were to love their husbands faithfully and unconditionally.

a.  Though I suspect this church would be very popular with many

men, how many of us would want our daughters to become active

members of that church? And if we wouldn’t want our daughters

to get married under those conditions, why do we talk as if God

should, and indeed does save us under those conditions? 

b. Oh that we would have the same dismay over Christians sinning

as we have over husbands straying, and that we would expect

ourselves to be faithful to God just as we expect our spouse to

be faithful to us.

III. A final word about false teaching, false teachers, and self-absorbed church

attendees.

A. Isaiah 58:1-14 . . . 

1. [1] Cry loudly, do not hold back; raise your voice like a trumpet, and

declare to My people their transgression and to the house of Jacob

their sins. 

2. [2] Yet they seek Me day by day and delight to know My ways, as a

nation that has done righteousness and has not forsaken the

ordinance of their God. They ask Me for just decisions, they delight

in the nearness of God. 

3. [3] 'Why have we fasted and You do not see? Why have we humbled

ourselves and You do not notice?' 



4. Behold, on the day of your fast you find your desire, and drive hard

all your workers. [4] Behold, you fast for contention and strife and

to strike with a wicked fist. You do not fast like you do today to make

your voice heard on high. 

5. [5] Is it a fast like this which I choose, a day for a man to humble

himself? Is it for bowing one's head like a reed and for spreading out

sackcloth and ashes as a bed? Will you call this a fast, even an

acceptable day to the LORD? 

6. [6] Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of

wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed

go free and break every yoke? [7] Is it not to divide your bread with

the hungry and bring the homeless poor into the house; when you

see the naked, to cover him; and not to hide yourself from your own

flesh? 

7. [8] Then your light will break out like the dawn, and your recovery

will speedily spring forth; and your righteousness will go before you;

the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. [9] Then you will call,

and the LORD will answer; you will cry, and He will say, 'Here I am.'

If you remove the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger

and speaking wickedness, [10] and if you give yourself to the hungry

and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then your light will rise in

darkness and your gloom will become like midday. [11] And the LORD

will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places,

and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden,

and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail. [12] Those from

among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; you will raise up the age-old

foundations; and you will be called the repairer of the breach, the

restorer of the streets in which to dwell. 

8. [13] If because of the sabbath, you turn your foot from doing your own

pleasure on My holy day, and call the sabbath a delight, the holy day

of the LORD honorable, and honor it, desisting from your own ways,

from seeking your own pleasure and speaking your own word,

[14] then you will take delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride

on the heights of the earth; and I will feed you with the heritage of

Jacob your father, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 

IV. Conclusion

A. The false teaching we have been talking about is both obscure and

pervasive. It is sounds like the truth yet it’s fruit is destruction and death.

We can be like the Israelites we just read about, highly religious yet living



falsehood as if it were the truth, or we can be like Jesus – committed to

holiness of life and holding the line against the encroachment of any false

teaching. 

B. May we not be the enemy within the church, but rather may we be those

who hold the line for truth and live the life God saved us to live.


