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I. Review:

A. Pray

B. Last Sunday we looked at the nature and methods of the devil in order

to understand his role as one of the three enemies within the church. I

said that the devil’s intent is to bring into the church a false gospel that

teaches the exaltation and happiness of man over the exaltation and will

of God. 

1. I pointed out that the attraction of the devil’s false gospel is that it

brings quick and self-pleasing results, it requires no self denial, it

is far easier to live out than the true gospel, it promises present and

eternal security with God without requiring obedience to God, and

it makes me and my will superior to God and His will. 

2. However, though the devil’s false gospel is pleasing to our flesh, and

therefore far more appealing than God’s gospel, it leads us away from

God and ends in destruction. 

C. In contrast to the devil’s false gospel, there is the true gospel. This gospel

is not appealing to our flesh, but then it was never intended to be! In

fact, the true gospel is very costly to our flesh and self-life. It is a narrow,

difficult, tiring path that requires daily preparation, constant vigilance,

and much prayer in order to stay on the path. It calls us to subdue our

flesh, avoid worldly entanglements, and resist the devil whenever tempted.

And it requires spiritual growth, humble service, and personal sacrifice. 

1. And yet, for all the hard work, denial of self, and self-sacrifice that

we encounter on God’s narrow path, it is the only path to life – a life

that is abundantly filled with a joy that supersedes our circumstances,

an inner peace that is not upset by people or situations, contentment

that frees us from covetousness or envy, mental and emotional rest

(instead of anxiety, fear, discouragement, and depression), the presence

of Christ within, an assuring affirmation that we are children of God,

the needed grace and strength to remain faithful to God, and a

growing intimacy with God – just to name a few of the blessings. 

2. As Jesus said: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;

I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).

D. Today, we will take one more look at the other two enemies within the

church – the preachers and the people. 



II. The Enemy Within – false teachers

A. There are two main groups of false teachers within the church:

1. First, there are false teachers who are genuine charlatans or

hucksters or good salesmen taking advantage of the religious system

for personal gain. And though they put on the outward manifestations

of Christianity, their goal is to use their position in the church to gain

the earthly benefits they so strongly desire. 

2. The second group of false teachers is what I believe to be the largest

group. This group is made up of those who mix a good amount of

sincerity in wanting to serve the Lord with a craving for worldly

success, fame, riches, and power. The problem is, no one can mix the

gospel with their own selfishness and still preach the true gospel. 

a. I suspect many in this group are naive, spiritually immature,

careless in their thinking, and sometimes foolish. Let me give

you three examples of why I assume this.

b. It is common for teachers in this group to defend the biblical and

spiritual integrity of their ministry on the basis of the size of their

ministry – rather than the godliness of their followers. They are

convinced that the bigger the work, the more it proves God is

pleased with what they are doing and is therefore blessing it. 

c. It is common for teachers in this group to overlook two blatant

discrepancies. They seem to have no awareness of the contradic-

tion  between what they know and how they live. And they talk

as if there is no disagreement between the partial truths they

build their teaching on and the fuller truth of God’s word. 

d. Because pleasing the people is so important to their success, they

defend their people pleasing teaching and methods as the wise

use of available tools to accomplish the task God has given them. 

B. However, whether a false teacher is sincere yet foolish, or an outright

huckster, the outcome is the same. God’s people are led astray. 

1. As you may recall, we talked about the nature of false teachers, as

revealed in the Old Testament, just two Sundays ago. So today, I want

to remind you of those truths revealed in the Old Testament by

looking at a scripture passage from the New Testament.

2. Jude 1:4 . . . For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who

were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly

persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny

our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 



a. To turn the grace of our God into licentiousness is to present

God’s grace in a way that leads God’s people to believe they are

in good standing with God and eternally safe even though – in

their day-to-day lives – they are living like those who feed their

flesh, love the world, and cave in to the devil’s temptations. In

other words, it is a way of freeing Christians, who are knowingly

practicing sin, from unsettling conviction and uncomfortable

feelings of condemnation so they can feel better about themselves,

and feel up rather than down, and feel good about their

relationship with God, when they ought to be miserable and

mourning and weeping – until they have repented and taken the

necessary steps to head in the right direction. 

b. To deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ, does not

mean to openly deny the role of Jesus as Lord and Master in the

Christian’s life. To deny that would place these teachers outside

the circle of acceptable Christian doctrine and theology – and that

would expose them as false teachers. What God is telling us here

is that false teachers deny Christ’s role as Master and Lord by

teaching things that make their hearers feel safe in living

different from and even contrary to the teachings of Christ and

the Holy Scriptures. And when we willfully live this different way,

we are saying by our choices and behavior that Jesus Christ is

not our Master and Lord. 

3. Let me give you three examples of how false teaching has influenced

us to ignore the role of Christ as Master and Lord. 

a. First, Jesus’ teaching on the topics of adultery is very clear. Yet

when it comes to looking and lusting, or what we might call one-

sided adultery, statistics show that the use of pornography is

rampant, even among pastors. Why? I believe it is because many

men in the church treat looking and lusting as a natural, and

therefore, unavoidable part of being a man. And so we treat it

as a minor sin or small discretion at worst, rather than treating

it as a deliberate act of adultery. Yet to continue committing any

sin raises the question of who is master and lord over my life?

And the answer, when we are practicing sin, can never be Jesus. 

b. Second, Jesus’ teaching on divorce is as clear as His teaching

on adultery. However, divorce among those in the church is a few

percentage points above divorce among the unchurched. Why?

There are many reasons. But if we just take a look at ourselves,

we have to admit we found it a struggle to uphold our Master and



Lord’s teaching on this topic, because it felt too harsh and

unloving toward someone we cared about. Which means we know

how easy it is to set aside the Master and Lord part of Christ. 

c. Third, I have never heard any preacher within the Christian

church clearly teach that, following our conversion, we should

go on sinning so that we can experience more and more of God’s

marvelous grace (Romans 6:1). And yet it is commonly believed

within the church that if sin does abound in the Christian’s life,

it’s not a problem, because grace will cover it and make everything

okay between God and the one who, even though he knows better,

continues to sin. Do not be deceived, such a casual approach to

sin denies that Jesus is our Master and Lord? 

C. In summary: false teachers teach an easy gospel, a flesh pleasing gospel,

and a gospel that exalts us above God as if He is our servant rather than

we being His servant. They teach a “we are secure in Christ no matter

how we live” gospel, and a “sin is a minor problem” gospel. They teach

a gospel that in practice, denies the role of Christ as Master and Lord

over our lives, and a gospel that makes us feel good about ourselves

regardless of how we ought to feel based on how we are living. And what

is the outcome of such false teaching? Many in the church live as if

building your house on the sand is just as secure as building your house

on the rock, and that taking the broad way will bring you to the very same

destination as taking the narrow way. This is the false gospel! 

III. The Enemy Within – the people

A. When I say the people are an enemy within the church, I am referring

to all those who attend churches all over the world, including you and

me. And based on my understanding of God’s word, this third enemy –

the people within the church – are as big a threat as the devil and the

false teachers to the spiritual health of the church. Why do I say this?

Let me explain by taking you to two scriptures passages:

1. I Samuel 12:13-15 . . . Now therefore, here is the king whom you

have chosen, whom you have asked for, and behold, the LORD has

set a king over you. [14] If you will fear the LORD and serve Him,

and listen to His voice and not rebel against the command of the

LORD, then both you and also the king who reigns over you will follow

the LORD your God. [15] If you will not listen to the voice of the

LORD, but rebel against the command of the LORD, then the hand

of the LORD will be against you, as it was against your fathers. 



a. According to God, who determines the spiritual quality of the

king? The people. Why? The king had to have the people’s

approval to become king, and the people’s ongoing support to

remain king. 

b. Taking this principle and applying it to the church, who

determines the spiritual quality of the teachers within the church?

The people. Why? The people are the ones who approve and

support them. 

2. In the seven letters to the seven churches of Revelation, God affirms

the importance of the people’s role in determining the quality of their

leadership. But God goes further in these letters. He holds the people

accountable for their choices (Revelation 2-3). Consider: 

a. In His letter to the first church, Ephesus, God commended the

people because they tested their teachers and leaders to make

sure they were legitimate and teaching the truth. Those who

failed the test, were removed. 

b. God faulted the people of the third church, Pergamum and the

fourth church, Thyatira, for allowing false teachers and false

teaching to continue – uncontested – in their churches. 

c. The seventh church, Laodacia, was a mess. The most probable

reason is that they had weakened or watered down the truth of

God’s word to the extent that they were proud of their Christianity

and felt secure in their faith, even though the way they lived as

Christians was an offense to God. And who did God blame? The

people, for they were the ones who acquired the teachers whose

teaching made them feel like good Christians in good standing

with God, even though they were living contrary to the word and

will of God. 

B. The primary point I want to press home from I Samuel and these letters

in Revelation is that we, the people in the church, will get the teachers

and the teaching, we want. 

1. The proof of this in our day is that if we want a softer, cheerier gospel,

and an easier path, and a Sunday meeting that – week after week

– sends us away feeling better about ourselves regardless of how we

have lived during the week, all we need to do is make our wants

known through attendance, the offering box, and the ballot box. And

should that fail to get the teaching and kind of meeting we want, all

we have to do is leave and attend some other church.



2. Once again, the power of those who support any local church through

their attendance, giving, and voting has as much influence on what

is taught as the devil and the teachers. Therefore, you the people,

are either holding the line to protect the true gospel, or you are

allowing – and maybe even inviting – a false gospel to enter in and

become an accepted part of the churches teaching. Now if you hold

the line, God will commend you. But if you allow a false gospel to enter

in, God will hold you accountable. 

IV. Conclusion

A. We began this series by talking about the power of culture to influence

us. And though I did not make this point then, one of the reasons culture

has such a powerful influence in our lives is the number of those who

support the culture by living according to its influence. 

B. However, as most parents figure out by the time their children reach the

teen years, following the majority isn’t always wise, because the majority

is not necessarily right. To follow the crowd or listen to the popular

teachers or attend the bigger churches or read the best selling Christian

books does not guarantee you will end up in the right place. Remember: 

1. Only Noah and his family were counted worthy by God to live through

the flood. The rest, and we are talking about the vast majority when

we say the rest, were dead wrong about the right truth to follow and

the right way to live. 

2. Out of their generation, only Joshua and Caleb were allowed to enter

the Promised Land. The rest of the Israelites in their generation voted

the wrong way, and as a result God did not allow them to enter the

Promised Land. Instead, they all died in the desert. 

3. It is implied in the four Gospels that only a few religious leaders

refused to take part in planning and acting on that plan to put Jesus

to death. The majority supported the idea and did what was necessary

to bring their plan to its intended conclusion. Once again, the

majority, for all its intentions of being right, was horribly wrong.

4. We do not know how many Jews were packed into Pilot’s courtyard

on that day when Pilot asked them what he should do with Jesus.

But we do know what the scripture says about them: “They all said,

‘Crucify Him’ ” (Matthew 27:22). 

C. What is my point? Beware of following the crowd. Be careful of accepting

as true what is popular. Be on your guard against the infiltration of false



teaching, for the devil is not the only one trying to bring it into the church.

Remember, there are three enemies within the church, and all three are

trying to bring false teaching into the church. False teachers want to bring

it in because the payoffs are very rewarding. And the people want to bring

it in because it makes Christianity more appealing. 

D. Jesus gives us a warning about church and the Christian life when He 

says: “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will

enter. [22] Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not

prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your

name perform many miracles?' [23] And then I will declare to them, 'I

never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness'”

(Matthew 7:21-23).

1. Notice, those who Jesus proclaimed He did not know were very active

in doing things that are recognized by Christians everywhere as being

both spiritual and Spirit empowered. So what were they doing wrong?

They were not putting into practice, on a daily basis, the truth they

knew. And Jesus called this failure, the practice of lawlessness –

which is nothing more or less than going my own way in defiance of

God’s way. 

2. Notice also that they were shocked by the revelation of their true

condition before God. They had lived their whole religious life

believing they were safe in their faith. Where would they get such

an idea? Certainly not from the scriptures. 

3. And finally, in spite of what they wanted to believe or what the

church’s teaching encouraged them to believe, they were wrong. You

see, they weren’t just doctrinally incorrect or theologically off the mark

on a few things. They were wrong about how the Lord Jesus Christ

wants to be followed and served. And as we see from these words of

Christ, to be wrong about this is to be dead wrong – just as dead

wrong as the people in Noah’s day. 

E. May we, as the people of God and members of the church of the Body of

Christ, guard against any teaching or influence  that would lead any one

of us to in the direction of being dead wrong. 


