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I.  It takes two – God and you

A. God freed the Israelites from bondage in Egypt by the blood of a lamb

sprinkled on the door posts  and the death of the first-born. God crushed

the Egyptian army and broke the Egyptian's power to hold the Israelites

captive by the mighty waters of the Red Sea. God gave visibility to His

presence among the Israelites by the cloud during the day and the pillar

of fire at night. And by this presence, He led them through the wilderness

to a new life in the Promised Land. God gave the Israelites instructions

on how to live so that they could remain within the boundaries of His

marvelous grace by writing His words on the tablets of stone and by

speaking through His servant Moses. All of this God did to redeem Israel

from their enslavement in Egypt – a salvation which was all God's doing

because the Israelites were powerless to do any of it themselves. 

B. Just before entering the Promised Land, Moses reminded the Israelites

of God's command to take the land either by driving out or destroying

its sinful inhabitants. 

1. This was different from their salvation experience, an experience God

accomplished all by Himself. Now God was telling them that they

had a part to play in ridding the land of evil. 

2. In other words, it would no longer be all God’s doing, now it would

be God and Israel working together, with each side bearing their own

part of the responsibility to purify the Land. 

C. Now let me remind you that this did not mean God was not involved or

that Israel was powerful enough on their own to drive out the land’s

inhabitants. They needed God’s assistance, and He promised to give them

all the power and assistance they would need to do their part. However,

though God would assist them in doing their part, He would not be doing

their part for them. 

II. Examples of God’s part and our part

A. This shared method of accomplishing God’s purposes is not unique to the

Israelites taking the Promised Land. For example, before entering the

Promised Land, Israel was attacked by Amalek.  While Israel was fighting

Amalek, as long as Moses – who was standing on a hilltop overlooking



the battle – held his hands up, Israel was winning. When his hands grew

tired and dropped, Amalek began winning. Because holding his hands

up was so tiresome, Aaron and Hur finally placed a rock under Moses

so he could sit down. Then they got on either side of Moses to help him

hold his hands up. As a result, Israel got the victory (Exodus 17:8-13).

There is no doubt that God secured the victory for Israel that day. But

neither is there any doubt that Moses had to hold his hands up – as

exhausting as it was – and the Israelite soldiers had to fight – as difficult

as it was – until the victory was finally won. 

B. Another example of God’s power and help assisting His people in doing

their part is found in the account of Joshua going to Gibeon to rescue the

Gibeonites from five Amorite kings. Joshua and his men marched all night

and attacked before the Amorites were up. Many of the Amorite soldiers

where killed at Gibeon and those that fled, Joshua and his men chased

and killed while God rained down large hailstones on the fleeing Amorites.

The scripture says that more died from the hailstones than from Israel’s

army. Finally, in order to complete the victory, Joshua asked God to make

the sun and the moon stand still. God answered Joshua’s prayer, and

Joshua and his men fought in day light until a complete victory was won.

Just considering the hailstones and the sun standing still, we can see

that God’s part was the dominate part. But we also see that Joshua and

his men had to fight the enemy in hand-to-hand combat and well into

normal night time hours, before the enemy was completely defeated. 

C. David fighting Goliath provides another example of God giving power

and help in assisting His people in keeping evil from re-entering the Land.

David was the youngest of eight brothers and considered too young by

his father to off to war. Goliath was a man, and a huge, powerful man

at that. As David faced Goliath, he said: “You come to me with a sword,

a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts,

the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. This day the

LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and

remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army

of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of

the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and

that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not deliver by sword

or by spear; for the battle is the LORD'S and He will give you into our

hands” (I Samuel 17:45-47). Those who know God as David knew God

know that God secured the victory for David and Israel that day. And



those who know God as David knew God know that someone had to face

Goliath in battle before any victory could be won. 

D. Possibly the clearest and most profound statement about this shared work

of doing the kind of battle with the enemy of our soul that drives sin out

of our heart, our mind, our mouth, and our behavior, and nurtures

godliness in its place, comes from the apostle Paul. In Philippians

2:12-13, Paul said, “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed,

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out

your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in

you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”

III. Using Israel as our example for growth in godliness

A. Returning to Israel purifying the Promised Land as our foremost Old

Testament example of the Christian purifying himself just as God is pure,

we see that God’s prescribed method for cleansing the Land of evil was

face-to-face combat until the enemy was defeated and Israel could settle

in their place. Under Joshua’s leadership, Israel spent approximately

thirty years working this God prescribed method. Without question, God

empowered and equipped Israel for battle, but they had to confront and

engage the enemy, day after day, year after year, until victory was won.

Clearing and purifying the Promised Land took two – it took God doing

His part and Israel doing their part. 

1. I suspect we all know that God had the power to destroy the sinful

inhabitants of the Promised Land in the blink of an eye, and without

any help from the Israelites. But He chose another way. God chose

to make cleansing the Promised Land a process – a process that would

take Israel a number of years to accomplish. And according to this

process, total victory could only be achieved as Israel conquered the

enemy before them, that is, the enemy they could see – village by

village, city by city, tribe by tribe, and area after area, until all evil

was defeated and good established in its place (Exodus 23:27-33). 

2. Without question, God’s part was the dominant part. It always has

been and always will be. And make no mistake about it, His will be

the dominant part in the sanctifying process of our lives, too. And

the fact that Israel’s part then and our part now takes time and effort

is for our benefit, for like Israel, we must grow and mature in all the

ways necessary to possess a godly life and preserve a pure heart until

Christ returns or we pass from this life to the next. 



B. I believe God gave us the Old Testament example of Israel so we would

know what to do in purifying ourselves (I John 3:2-3) by driving

ungodliness out of our life and putting Christ-likeness in its place.

Therefore, I want us to look at seven important implications for our

growth in godliness today taken from Israel’s experience. 

1. First, Israel had to take personal responsibility for their part in

ridding the land of evil. This means the land would be as pure as

Israel wanted it to be. 

2. Second, Israel had to trust God implicitly. This is because God's

promised assistance and power for victory was not visible or even

discernable twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Mostly it

was noticeable when battling formidable foes. 

3. Third, Israel had to obey God explicitly. This is because disobedience

would (eventually) lead to defeat or co-habiting with the enemy – both

of which would be lead to the Land, or at least parts of the Land

returning to it former evil self. 

4. Fourth, Israel would battle with only one or two enemies at a time.

This would keep them from feeling overwhelmed by the task and

giving up. It would prevent them from spreading themselves too thin

so that they could not hold the land taken. And it would help them

grow in the ways necessary to keep taking more and more land while

holding the land already taken. 

5. Fifth, Israel would either be preparing for war, fighting the enemy, 

or recuperating, almost every day, until total victory was secure. 

Sustaining such a life-style would require an unyielding perseverance,

a determined commitment to do God’s will, the support of the

community, a hatred of evil, and an unremitting longing for purity. 

6. Sixth, Israel would have to remain vigilant even after victory lest

any portion of the enemy revive and retake lost land. This kind of

vigilance would not be as hard as going to war, but it would come

close. 

7. And finally, if Israel worked this process, they would have sufficient

time to become numerous enough and mature enough to possess the

whole land and safeguard its purity by the time they conquered its

last sinful inhabitant (Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Exodus 23:29-33).

C. Two of the possibly unexpected benefits of following God’s prescribed

method of clearing our lives of evil and putting godliness in its place is

that it produces enormous spiritual growth and blessing for us. 



1. Think how strong your faith would grow through such a process –

faith in God’s part, faith in God’s goodness, faith in God’s wisdom,

and faith in God’s will and word. 

2. Think of the consistent standard of obedience this process would build

in you, for it would require obeying even when obedience is personally

costly or painful for a time. 

3. Think how this would develop a kind of thinking and nurture the kind

of heart-felt desires that want what God wants and abhors what God

hates. 

4. Think about the prayer life this method would build in you – a prayer

life that would bring you to a personal knowledge of God and into

intimate fellowship with God as you walk and talk with Him

throughout the course of the journey. 

5. Think about the growing comradery with other believers and the

unified support of the community as you travel this path together.

6. Think about the perseverance this would build – perseverance that

motivates you to continue on, to the end, in spite of setbacks, failures,

trials, and testings. 

7. Think of the strength of focus required to make the choices necessary

to eliminate those things that distract you, or even prevent you from

your arriving at your goal.

8. Consider how vigilant you would become in order to prevent the

enemy from returning, resettling, and re-polluting the land. 

9. Think about the joy and inward peace you would gain from pleasing

God in this way and learning to abide in Him with the confident

assurance that He is your all-in-all. 

D. These spiritual benefits are of the greatest value! But you cannot obtain

them apart from the struggles of cooperating with God by following His

prescribed method for putting sin out of one’s life and putting on Christ

in sin’s place. 

IV. We need God, but we also need to do our part

A. The point of all this is simply this – once we are born again – which is

all God’s doing, we face the responsibility of joining with God in taking

the land, of putting off the old nature and putting on the new, of dying

to self and coming alive to God, of denying self and following Christ, of

destroying all the godlessness that is in us and putting on the likeness

of Christ. Yet we do not face this responsibility alone, for God is the senior

partner and the dominating partner in this work we have be given to do.



B. And we need God, for we can no more be victorious over our flesh, the

world, and the devil apart from the empowerment of Christ for victory

any more than the Israelites could be victorious over Jericho and the rest

of the Promised Land without God’s assistance and empowerment. 

1. Therefore, we read in II Peter 1:3-4 that God, by His divine power,

has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness . . .

including granting us His precious and magnificent promises, so that

by them we may become partakers of the divine nature. 

2. In other words, God promises to empower us and equip us for battle.

He guarantees victory over our self-centered habits, self-defeating

beliefs, irrational fears, unholy desires, and ungodly pleasures if we

will do battle against them. He enables us to replace the evil within

with good, thus establishing Christ-likeness where sin once ruled.

And He protects us from being tempted beyond what we can currently

handle. Are these not precious and magnificent promises? Truly, we

can count on God to do His part!

C. Yet just as we cannot be victorious over the evil within and without apart

from God’s gracious help, we cannot be victorious over our flesh, the world,

and the devil apart from doing our part, any more than the Israelites could

be victorious over Jericho and the rest of the Promised Land without doing

their part. 

1. In other words, God will not provide any magic wands to make the

evil within you disappear. 

2. He provides no short-cuts or quick fixes for long-standing, deeply

rooted, sinful habits. 

3. And in spite of what some Christians say, God will not do your part

for you. Your part is your part, which means you will drive sin out

and grow in godliness in proportion to the effort you make. 

V. In conclusion

A. I want to conclude today’s teaching with this truth. War is war, and there

is no getting around its ugliness, its harshness, the hard and even

exhausting effort it requires, the constant need for being prepared to meet

the enemy whenever the enemy attacks,, the constant need for vigilance

so as not to be caught off-guard, and the need to protect ground gained

so that the enemy cannot retake what has been taken from them.

B. No soldier in active duty can be involved in the affairs of daily life in the

same way as those who are not fighting. The same is true for Christians.

I know we have family duties and work duties and educational duties



and other duties that require time and attention. But we cannot take our

lives back from the enemy, the devil, without giving a good amount of

time to fighting for the purification of our hearts, minds, words, and

behavior. Without question, this is not just hard work, it is a time

consuming work that will take many years to complete – if we are even

able to complete it in this life. 

C. It is my experience that it takes more time in the early years of fighting

this war, but it will always take the kind of time that will cut into the

common activities of the people around us. 

D. Therefore, to make this journey from new Christian to mature Christian,

you must put in the time required to fight the good fight of faith – to drive

out the enemy within so that you can be conformed to the likeness of

Christ. 


