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Our Part In Pursuing Godliness June 17, 2012

I. One of God’s purposes

A. We are currently in a study of how we, as Christians, can effectively

pursue godliness. This is an important topic because one of God’s primary

purposes in saving us is to change us, not in spite of our will or against

our will, but in accordance to our will.  And when I say “in accordance

to our will,” I mean we will be as godly – or nearly as godly – as we will

to be or want to be. 

1. It is for this reason that God has given us many precious and

magnificent promises, so that by them we can be transformed in heart

and mind, words and deeds, and so we can become partakers of His

divine nature. 

2. Now the fact that God has given us many promises for empowerment

and assistance is proof enough that we can depend on Him to do His

part in our sanctifying process, just like Israel could depend on God

to do His part in driving the evil inhabitants out of the Promised

Land. 

3. And it is this dependability of God that led me to point out last

Sunday that everyone who takes responsibility for their part in

seriously pursuing godliness will never lack the power of God and

the assistance of God to do so. 

B. Today I want us to begin looking at our part in the sanctifying process.

And to begin looking at our part, I want to read Titus 2:11-14, “For the

grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, [12] instructing

(training, correcting, disciplining) us to deny ungodliness and worldly

desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,

[13] looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our

great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, [14] who gave Himself for us to

redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people

for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” 

C. Pray

II. Four Keys To Understanding Our Part

A. First, to understand our part, we need to understand God’s part in order

to know the difference between what we can expect Him to do and what

He expects us to do. This is why we spent last Sunday looking at many



of the things God is committed to doing for us as we make our way down

the path of spiritual growth to Christian maturity. 

B. Second, to understand our part, we need to identify the standard of

godliness that God expects us to rise to. 

C. Third, to understand our part, we need to identify the kind of effort that

is required to make measurable and commendable progress toward

achieving God’s standard of godliness. I want to add here that the kind

of effort required is nothing more than the normal effort put forth by all

who are grateful for their salvation and who treasure their relationship

with God in this life. 

D. Fourth, to help us with our part, we will look at some methods and means

of doing our part that have been common among those who hunger and

thirst for righteousness from the earliest days of the Church, and which,

when practiced over many years, will give us a realistic opportunity to

reach – or at least get real close to God’s standard of holy living. 

III. God sets the standard of holiness.

A. When it comes to pursuing godliness, God, and only God, sets the standard

that we are to rise to – which means His standard is the goal we are

aiming at. Now it is essential that we hold God’s standard as the

indisputable standard if we are going to remain focused on the true goal

instead of sliding downward to a standard that is more accommodating

to our flesh and more appealing to our longing for a life of earthly pleasure

and ease. 

B. Because sliding downward to a lower standard is just too easy and way

too common among those who call themselves Christians I want to caution

you against such folly by giving you two examples of church attenders

who believe they are in good standing with God even though they are

pursuing a lower standard of godliness. 

1. My first example has to do with those who call themselves born again

Christians, and yet they have inadvertently, that is, carelessly or

without thinking about what they are doing, set the standard of

godliness themselves. In other words, they have decided, on their own,

the standard of godliness that is approved by God, and therefore the

normal standard for Christians in good standing with God. 

a. The two most common ways of doing this are:

(1) First, deciding we are pursuing godliness in a commendable

manner by evaluating how godly we are and the growth we

are achieving against those who are obviously less godly than

us. Most of us can see the foolishness of evaluating our



godliness by this method when it is pointed out, yet many

still use it. 

(2) Second, deciding on our own what God really requires of us

as if we had the right to set God’s standard of godliness for

Him. Yet most of those who do this do it because they hold

an image of God that is more acceptable to them than the

image portrayed in the scriptures. 

b. Now deciding God’s standard for Him is as dangerous to our

spiritual health as deciding how godly we are by comparing

ourselves to those less godly. However, deciding for God is

becoming increasingly dangerous in our day because two deceptive

influences have become common in our society, and even in the

church, in relation to deciding right from wrong. 

(1) First, relativism is now a strong influence in deciding right

from wrong. Relativism is the belief that all standards of

judgment are relative to the individual and the situation

rather than anchored in an immovable standard such as God’s

word and God’s standard. (Red lights in Detroit)

(2) Second, tolerance is now a strong influence in deciding right

from wrong. And by tolerance, I mean a tolerance that accepts

as good or looks the other way when it comes to some things

that are reprehensible to God. (Greed, immorality)

c. My warning here is that the failure to hold firmly to God’s

standard makes us prone to move the boundaries in order to find

a standard of godliness more acceptable to our old nature.

2. My second example takes in what I would say it is a rather large

group in the church today. This group is so focused on assuring

Christians that God loves them and accepts them in spite of their

continued practice of sin that they fail to challenge Christians to rise

to God’s standard of godliness. This, by the nature of its imbalanced

emphasis, naturally leads to a lowering of God’s standard. 

3. My point with these two examples is that within the church today

there is a significant amount of pressure to lower God’s standard to

something more attainable by those in the church who are spiritually

lazy, fleshly-minded, and self-centered. So beware. Any lower standard

than God’s standard is a fraud. 

C. This brings us to the question: “What standard of godliness has God set

for us?” To answer this question, we must look to God’s word. And I want

us to begin our examination of God’s standard in the Old Testament. 



1. Numbers 33:55-56 . . . But if you do not drive out the inhabitants

of the land from before you, then it shall come about that those

whom you let (allow to) remain, they will become as pricks in your

eyes and as thorns in your sides, and they will trouble you in the land

in which you live. [56] Then I will do to you as I plan to do to them. 

a. A current example – cancer. If you have a form of cancer that can

be healed by eradicating the cancer cells from your body, how

casually would you take the process required to eradicate the

cancer cells? How many cancer cells would you knowingly allow

to remain in your body? 

b. Would you skip chemo sessions because they were hard or you

were tired or you just did not feel like pressing through a session

today? Would you stop the treatments before the doctor gave the

“all clear” because you were feeling so good you decided you were

healed? 

2. Matthew 5:48 . . . Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly

Father is perfect. 

a. Leviticus 19:2b . . . You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God

am holy. 

b. Deuteronomy 18:13 . . . You shall be blameless before the LORD

your God. 

c. I Peter 1:14-16 . . . As obedient children, do not be conformed

to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, [15] but

like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all

your behavior; [16] because it is written, "You shall be holy, for

I am holy." 

3. Mark 12:30-31 . . . And you shall love the Lord your God with all your

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all

your strength.' [31] "The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor

as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 

4. I Timothy 1:5 . . . But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure

heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. (Many in the church

tend to think of faith in relation to salvation or getting something from

God. However, those who love God see salvation as the only means

of living with God forever, and they see holiness is the only means of

pleasing the One they love, forever.)

5. II Corinthians 7:1 . . . Therefore, having these promises, beloved,

let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit,

perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 



6. I John 3:2-3 . . . Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not

appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears,

we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. [3] And

everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He

is pure. 

D. For those who accept God’s word as our final authority, the scriptures

we just looked at make it clear what God’s standard of godliness is and

what He expects of us. However, we are weak and made of flesh, and

though this does not nullify God’s standard or excuse us from pursuing

it, I have several suggestions for you that have been helpful to me. 

1. First, in spite of how demanding it is, hold God’s standard as an

immovable object so that you will not be tempted to lower it for any

reason.

2. Second, believe that by God’s grace you can achieve it – in time. 

3. Third, do not focus on being perfect. And do not look at yourself each

day to see if you have made measurable progress. Rather, focus on

working the method God has given us to drive out all ungodliness

and pursue godly perfection. You will change and grow, and over time,

you will notice the godly changes that are taking place in your

thinking, speaking, and behaving.  

4. In other words, rather than thinking you are only a good Christian

or only pleasing to God if you have reached the goal, think of yourself

as being pleasing to God when you pursue the goal as one who has

a strong longing to reach it. If you reach God’s standard in this life,

praise God. If you do not reach it until the next life, at the very least

you will have made a worthy, measurable, and God-honoring effort.

5. And so I urge you, make God’s standard of godliness your standard.

Then do your part by making an effort worthy of the One who set the

standard, while relying on God and His promises to empower, equip,

and assist you along the way. If you do this, you will make commend-

able progress toward achieving God’s standard of godliness. 

IV. Making an effort equal to the task

A. Vital to any serious pursuit of godliness is knowing the standard that

we are to pursue. But it is also vital to make an effort equal to the task. 

1. And to better understand the difficulty of the task, ponder for a month

what it must have been like for Israel to have to do battle with the

next village or next city or next group of nomads – day after day –

until the land was purified of all its evil inhabitants. 



2. From what I have read and from experience, I can assure you that

God’s method for growing in godliness is, at a minimum, equal to the

difficulty of Israel’s task of purifying the Land, and at its hardest,

much harder. 

3. The reason I say it can be much harder is because we are not only

warring against the devil and the world. We are also warring against

our own flesh and our own heart – which together make up a foe that

is more formidable, more deceptive, more cunning, more selfish, more

resilient, and more persistent than the world or the devil. 

B. To help you see how hard growing in godliness can be, let me give you

just eight examples of what it takes to make worthy progress toward God’s

standard of godliness. This is not meant to discourage you, but to prepare

you so you do not get discouraged. 

1. Growing in godliness will take years – and the first 10 or 15 years

will seem much harder than those that follow.

2. Growing in godliness will take hard, relentless effort – which at first

exhausts you, but then it gets easier the more you grow. 

3. Growing in godliness will take daily preparation until such progress

has been made that you live in a constant state of preparedness. 

4. Growing in godliness will take constant vigilance against the rising

up of your flesh, the evil inclinations of your heart, the allurements

of the world, and the temptations of the devil. 

5. Growing in godliness will take persistent perseverance, especially

when you are discouraged over failure or tired of fighting. 

6. Growing in godliness will take relentless prayer that engages God

in the process and seeks from God the help you believe you need to

go further. This is especially true in those few areas that seem to

refuse to die. 

7. Growing in godliness will take meditation and pondering of God’s

word, God’s nature, God’s ways, your nature, why you do what you

do, and what you need from God and yourself to make progress in

those areas that seem remain alive in you no matter how hard you

try to kill them. 

8. Growing in godliness will take a strong longing to obey God, to please

God, and to love God – all things we know we should do but are not

naturally inclined to do or feel like doing all the time. 

C. Let us return to the word of God and look at what it says about the kind

of effort required to pursue God’s standard of godliness.  

1. Proverbs 2:3-5 . . . For if you cry for discernment, lift your voice

for understanding; [4] if you seek her as silver and search for her



as for hidden treasures; [5] then you will discern the fear of the LORD

and discover the knowledge of God. 

2. I Timothy 6:11-12 . . . But flee from these things, you man of God,

and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and

gentleness. [12] Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal

life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in

the presence of many witnesses. 

3. II Timothy 2:22 . . . Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue

righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord

from a pure heart. 

4. Philippians 3:12-14 . . . Not that I have already obtained it or have

already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that

for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. [13] Brethren, I do

not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do:

forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies

ahead, [14] I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward

call of God in Christ Jesus. 

5. I Corinthians 9:24 . . . Do you not know that those who run in a race

all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you

may win. 

6. Hebrews 12:1-2 . . . Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of

witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance

and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with

endurance the race that is set before us, [2] fixing our eyes on

Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at

the right hand of the throne of God. 

V. Conclusion

A. We have looked at God’s part in the process He has given us for growing

in godliness. We have looked at the standard of godliness God sets before

us. And we have looked at the effort required to make measurable and

commendable progress toward godliness. 

B. Next Sunday we will look at some methods and means of doing our part

that have been common among Christians from the earliest days of the

Church, and which, when practiced over many years, will bring you into

a level of godliness and intimacy with God that is unimaginable at the

beginning of your journey. 


