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I. Where Are We Going With Our Pursuit Of Godliness?

A. Pray

B. Should you choose to use the method for growing in godliness that I laid

out before you two weeks ago, then the question to ask is: “Where are

we going?  What does the kind of godliness we are pursuing look like?”

Let me put the answer this way. Once we are born into this world, our

primary focus becomes that of growing up, with the goal of reaching adult

maturity. The same is true for the Christian – after being born again,

our primary focus becomes growing in godliness, with the goal of reaching

spiritual maturity. 

C. And to give us a sense of what spiritual maturity looks like, I want to

look at three specific scriptures today. 

1. I Timothy 1:5 . . . But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure

heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

2. Matthew 5:8 . . . Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see

God. 

3. II Timothy 2:19-21 . . . Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God

stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and,

"Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from

wickedness." [20] Now in a large house there are not only gold and

silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some

to honor and some to dishonor. [21] Therefore, if anyone cleanses

himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified,

useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 

D. Now before looking at these three scriptures, I want to give you two

important truths which will help you keep reality in mind as you make

your journey toward purity of heart and holiness of life. 

1. First, everyone who takes this journey seriously, realizes that they

will be tempted until they pass from this life to the next, and that

until death, their flesh has enough life left in it to, at any time, cry

out for that which is unholy. Therefore, instead of getting discouraged

over these two realities, I encourage you to focus your energy on daily

vigilance, long-term perseverance, a growing faith, and a sincere love

of God – with a view to getting to the place where you know God as

personally and as intimately as any earthly being can know Him. 



2. Second, cheerful obedience is the foremost of all the foundational

attributes, qualities, and virtues needed to gain a godly life, a pure

heart, and a supreme love of God. In fact, there is no such thing as

saving faith in God, life-changing growth toward godliness, and love

of God without obedience to God. The reason for this is that without

obedience to God, you will not, in fact you cannot drive out self-rule

and pride. So be careful not to deceive yourself into thinking that

knowledge of God is somehow equal to obedience to God. There is not

enough knowledge in the world that can take the place of daily

obedience to God when it comes to saving faith, sanctification, and

loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

II. We are headed toward obtaining and maintaining a love ruled and love driven

life from the foundation of a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. 

A. I Timothy 1:5 . . . But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart

and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

B. A love ruled life is built on a pure heart.

1. When we love from a pure heart, we are free from internal, self-

imposed temptation:

a. James 1:14 . . . But each one is tempted when he is carried away

and enticed by his own lust. 

b. Jeremiah 4:14 . . . Wash your heart from evil, O Jerusalem, that

you may be saved. How long will your wicked thoughts lodge

within you? 

2. When we love from a pure heart, we are free of that double-

mindedness that partially trusts God and partially distrusts God,

and that carefully obeys some of what God says and willfully disobeys

where fear or selfishness enters in:

a. James 1:5-8 . . . But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of

God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it

will be given to him. [6] But he must ask in faith without any

doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven

and tossed by the wind. [7] For that man ought not to expect that

he will receive anything from the Lord, [8] being a double-minded

man, unstable in all his ways. 

b. James 4:8b . . . Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your

hearts, you double-minded. 

3. Therefore, our goal is to have a love ruled life based on a pure heart

and single-mindedness so that we can love God and others as we

ought. 



C. A love ruled life is driven by a good conscience. 

1. Your conscience is the faculty or inward power which discerns if your

thoughts, words, actions, purposes, and affections are right or wrong. 

a. It then warns you against that which is wrong, and approves or

even prompts that which is right. 

b. In other words, your conscience is your personal moral faculty

which passes judgment on yourself. 

2. I Timothy 1:18b-19 . . . Fight the good fight, [19] keeping faith and

a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck

in regard to their faith. 

3. Therefore, our goal is to have a love ruled life driven by a good

conscience, that is, a conscience that quickly discerns right from

wrong, and that speaks against the wrong while promoting what is

right so that we will love God and others as we ought. 

D. A love ruled life is driven by a sincere faith. 

1. Sincere faith encompasses far more than what is commonly known

in church circles as saving faith. To believe in God and to put your

faith in Jesus Christ for salvation requires believing in Jesus’ death

and resurrection for the remission of sin. But that is only the

beginning of saving faith, for it includes believing in the will and word

of God concerning how we are to live as saved ones. You see, sincere

faith not only brings us into eternal life by saving us from the penalty

of our sin, it also brings us into a sanctified life by saving us from

the power and practice of our sin. 

2. In other words, if our faith in God does not result in willing

submission and careful obedience to the will and word of God, we have

not yet entered into saving faith. Or to say it one more way, if our

believing does not lead us to an intentional and persistent pursuit

of godliness, we have not yet entered into saving faith.  

3. The point here is that sincere Christian faith and obedience to God

are synonymous. And by its very nature, sincere Christian faith longs

to have a pure heart and a good conscience so that it can love God

supremely and love others as it wants to be loved. 

E. To sum up, one of the goals of pursuing godliness is to arrive at the place

where we love God and others from a pure heart, a good conscience, and

a sincere faith. This will require seriously working at being transformed

from the inside out, so that we are becoming more and more like Christ,

first inwardly, and then like Christ in our dealings with others. 



III. We are headed toward knowing God – personally and intimately.

A. Matthew 5:8 . . . Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

B. When most of us speak of knowing God, we are really speaking of knowing

about God – which is significantly different from knowing God himself.

For me, the difference between knowing about God and knowing God

personally and intimately can be stated this way: knowing about God

is like knowing God, himself, from a distance. 

1. Now I want to make it clear that when I put the difference that way,

I am not saying that it is wrong or somehow less Christian to only

or even mostly know about God. After all, knowing about God is

essential to the beginning of our faith in God. It is essential to

studying the scriptures, to growing in godliness, and to telling others

about God. In fact, growing in the knowledge of God is essential to

coming to the place of knowing God, himself. 

2. Nevertheless, knowing about God is only half of our goal as Christians

when it comes to God. The other half is coming to the place in our

Christian life where we know God, himself, and in knowing Him, we

experience personal and intimate fellowship with Him, which in turn

leads to a deep longing for such times with Him. 

C. Regarding knowing God in this way, Jesus pointed out that it is the pure

in heart who see God. In other words, it is the pure in heart who come

to know God personally and intimately. 

1. So why did Jesus say that a pure heart is essential to knowing God,

himself, in this personal, intimate way? 

a. Because there is no true intimate fellowship with God apart from

a serious pursuit of a pure heart. 

b. And the reason for this is because an impure heart has impurities

that act like roadblocks preventing us from drawing as near to

God as is essential for knowing God, himself. Or to say it another

way, an impure heart has impurities that blind us and therefore

prevent us from seeing God clearly enough to draw near enough

to Him to commune with Him in a personal, intimate way. 

2. Now without question, we can talk to God and pray to God regardless

of the impurities in our heart, or our double-mindedness, or the flaws

in our character and behavior. But as knowing about God is like

knowing God, himself, from a distance, so praying to God is like

communing with God from a distance. It takes a sincere pursuit of

a pure heart, along with good progress down that path to be able to



add to your knowledge of God a personal and intimate relationship

with God whereby you come to know God, himself. 

3. Here is another way to look at Jesus’ words concerning the pure in

heart being the ones who see God. The practice of sin, or continuing

to participate in known sin, is direct and repeated rebellion against

God. So think about this question: how close to God can you get when

you are willfully rebelling against Him? In fact, how close to God do

you want to get when you are willfully rebelling against Him? 

4. The point here is simple. It is the pure in heart who are able to enter

into that kind of personal and intimate relationship Moses had with

God. Therefore, the goal of all who take the pursuit of godliness

seriously is well stated in Hebrews 12:14 . . . Pursue peace with all

men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 

IV. We are headed toward being a worthy and useful servant of our Lord Jesus

Christ. 

A. II Timothy 2:19-21 . . . Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands,

having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Everyone

who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness." [20] Now

in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels

of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor.

[21] Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be

a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every

good work. 

1. Vessel for honor: A vessel for honor is a  servant of God whose life

is lived and service is done in such a way as to bring honor to God. 

a. To be a servant that brings honor to God requires abstaining from

wickedness, because it is such things as recurring sin, selfishness,

unholy desires, ungodly fears, selfish self-protection, and pride

that bleed through our Christian service and dishonor God. 

b. Sadly, so many have settled for such a low level of personal

godliness that it hard for most of us to believe that what God is

saying here is true. 

c. In fact, when it comes to Christian service, today’s Christian

community is more focused on ability, spiritual gifts, education,

and willingness, than on personal holiness of life. 

(1) The result of this is that many get involved in serving God

with mixed motives. Certainly one of their motives is to do

good in the name of God. But they are also motivated to

protect, explain away, or ignore the practice of one or more



sins. Or they are motivated to use their service to gain some

earthly benefit or to feel better about themselves. An example

of this would be using our service to God to seek such things

as respect, fame, fortune, power, or a sense of being needed. 

(2) My example of an ignored sin and pride (using God and

service to God to satisfy my felt-need to be important to some).

d. The point here is to pursue being a vessel for honor so that should

God put us into service, we will not, by other behaviors or ways

of dealing with life, bring dishonor to God. 

2. Sanctified: A vessel that is sanctified is set aside from all other uses,

especially any unholy or self-serving uses, in order to be available

to be used by God alone. This is why the serious minded Christian

makes it his goal to be single minded in his allegiance to God and

in his love for God. 

3. Useful to the Master: In God’s kingdom, a vessel is useful when

it is holy. Having certain gifts of the Spirit is truly valuable in serving

God. Being educated and trained is certainly helpful. Being willing

is also important. But most important of all is personal holiness of

heart, mind, and life. 

a. No one can be more useful to God than the Christian who has

made it his goal to pursue godliness in every area of life – no holds

barred, no areas untouched. 

b. Therefore, those who seriously pursue growing in godliness keep

this goal in mind, for they know that their most useful quality

to God is holiness of life. 

4. Prepared for every good work: The best preparation for serving

God comes from getting rid of ungodliness and replacing it with

holiness. 

a. God put this same truth this way in Hebrews 12:1, when He said

that the best condition for running the marathon of the Christian

life is to lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily

entangles us, and then to continue making progress down this

path by running with endurance while fixing our eyes on Jesus. 

b. And once again God said in II Timothy 3:16-17 . . . All Scripture

is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for

correction, for training in righteousness; [17] so that the man of

God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

B. The important point of this scripture is that those who have a strong

longing to love God and are seeking to live according to His purposes



pursue godliness in order to make themselves useful to Him and to

eventually be employed in His service. 

V. Conclusion

A. Consider Moses. Though he is possibly an extreme example of putting

in his time in growing in godliness and spiritual maturity, to me, he is

a wonderful example.

1. Who has gone further than Moses in the pursuit of living a life driven

by love, compassion, and mercy from a pure heart, a good conscience,

and a sincere faith? 

2. Who has gone further than Moses in gaining a pure heart so as to

see God, face to face? 

3. And who has gone further than Moses in becoming a vessel for honor,

in setting himself apart to God, and in pursuing a holy life so as to

become both useful to God and prepared for every work that God had

for him to do? 

B. This is the goal of all who are serious about pursuing godliness in a way

that brings us to the place of being holy as God is holy. 


