
JOHN

Real Life Stories Showing Jesus Is God May 07, 2017

I. Jesus encounters a Samaritan woman
A. John 4:27-38 . . . At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed

that He had been speaking with a woman, yet no one said, "What do You
seek?" or, "Why do You speak with her?" [28] So the woman left her
waterpot, and went into the city and said to the men, [29] "Come, see a
man who told me all the things that I have done; this is not the Christ,
is it?" [30] They went out of the city, and were coming to Him. [31] Mean-
while the disciples were urging Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." [32] But He
said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." [33] So the
disciples were saying to one another, "No one brought Him anything to
eat, did he?" [34] Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him
who sent Me and to accomplish His work. [35] Do you not say, 'There are
yet four months, and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift
up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest.
[36] Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for
life eternal; so that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.
[37] For in this case the saying is true, 'One sows and another reaps.'
[38] I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have
labored and you have entered into their labor."

B. Pray

II. Jesus’ encounter with His disciples and the Samaritan people
A. John 4:27 . . . At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed

(were surprised) that He had been speaking with a woman, yet no one
said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why do You speak with her?" 
1. In Jesus’ day, it was inappropriate for a respectable man to talk to

a woman in public who was not his wife – and this was especially true
for a religious man such as a Rabbi. 
a. However, we see that Jesus was not only talking to a woman, He

was talking to a Samaritan woman – a person with two strikes
against her, for Samaritans were despised by the Jews and women
were considered inferior.

b. However, it is of interest to note that the disciples were more
concerned about His talking to a woman than His talking to a
Samaritan. And yet, rather than asking a question or two to get
more information or seek clarification as to why Jesus was talking
to her, the disciples kept their surprise to themselves. 



c. So why would Jesus break the religious and cultural restrictions
against talking to a woman in public other than His wife?
According to Jesus’ own words, He was here to do the will of God
who sent Him to accomplish God’s work (Note also: John 4:34;
5:30; 6:38), and as we see, it was God’s will for Jesus to talk with
this woman. 

2. With these things in mind, I want to point out two truths from this
part of the story that I believe we are wise to consider. 

3. First, it appears the disciples had their own opinion of what was going
on, yet instead of asking a question or two – which could have given
them the information or clarification needed to draw a correct
conclusion – they kept their opinion to themselves. 
a. Too often, when we are unsure what is going on, or unsure what

is meant by what has been said, or when we don’t understand
why someone has done what they did, we fail to ask for more
information or clarification – which opens the door to drawing
the wrong conclusion, and in turn, unnecessarily affects the way
we deal with that person. 

b. And sadly, the failure to ask one or two clarifying questions is
often made worse by our tendency to think the worst – which not
only negatively influences the way we deal with the person, it
often puts us at odds with the person – at least for a time. 

c. Now there is nothing wrong with asking good questions to get
needed information or seek clarification in order to relate to
another person in the best possible way. 
(1) In fact, asking good questions is like driving at night with

your headlights on – you can see what lies ahead, and you
can see the better way to get to where you are going. 

(2) However, there is something wrong with pestering someone
by asking too many questions, or asking questions merely
to satisfy your curiosity, or pressing someone for answers
when they have made it clear they don’t want to answer. 

(3) And so here is a suggestion: you can always begin your
pursuit of more information or clarification by asking if the
other person is willing to answer a question or two. 

d. The point here is, the wise ask for clarification or more informa-
tion before drawing conclusions about what someone is like, or
what they meant, or why they are doing what they are doing. 

4. The second truth I want to point out from this part of the story is that
Jesus chose submission to the will of God over the current religious



and cultural practices of His day, and in doing so, He brought truth
and offered life to this woman who was dead in her trespasses and
sinful life-style – and so should we. 
a. This does not mean we should ignore religious and cultural

practices, for as Paul says, “Respect what is right in the sight of
all men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with
all men” (Romans 12:17-18). 

b. However, when God’s will and love for others calls for us to ignore
common religious and cultural practices in a particular situation,
we are to choose God’s will and love over what society or the
religious community thinks is right. 

B. John 4:28-30 . . . So the woman left her waterpot, and went into the city
and said to the men, [29] "Come, see a man who told me all the things
that I have done; this is not the Christ, is it?" [30] They went out of the
city, and were coming to [Jesus]. 
1. We see from the first part of ths story (vs 7-26) that the Samaritan

woman was stuck in her earth-bound thinking. 
a. But here we see that something was changing in her thinking,

and in her response to Jesus. She was moving from the earthly
to the spiritual. 

b. And we see this from the fact that she returned to the city and
urged others to come see Jesus because He had told her things
about her sinful life-style that only those who knew her well,
knew.

2. Once again, there are two things I want to point out about this part
of the story. 
a. First, when you humbly encounter Jesus Christ, and when you

honestly and thoughtfully read the Word of God, and when you
seek to love God with all your being and love your neighbor as
yourself, you cannot help but gain an ever increasingly clearer
picture of how selfish and sinful you have been and still are. 
(1) It is a common experience among those who are sincerely

pursuing spiritual maturity that the more godly they become,
the less godly they feel. The more they draw near to God, the
further they see they need to go. And the more godly their
behavior and purer their thoughts, the more clearly they see
the evil and deceitfulness in their heart. 

(2) And why does it happen this way? Because the more you draw
near to God and the more godly you become, the more clearly



you see God’s holiness – and it is this growing light of God’s
holiness that increasingly exposes your sinfulness. 

b. The second thing I want to point out about this part of the story
is that there are various methods for doing evangelism. 
(1) The Samaritan woman’s method was to use the fact that

Jesus told her how sinful she had been as a reason for them
to come meet Jesus – the Savior. 
(a) Imagine inviting and exhorting those around you to

repent and trust in Jesus because He showed you just
how sinfully you had been living. 

(b) And yet, the Samaritan woman humbly used this method
of evangelism – and we know it was effective, because
the people came. 

(2) After Jesus had freed the demon possessed man from a legion
of demons, he asked if he could travel with Jesus. However,
Jesus told him to go home to his people and report to them
what great things the Lord had done for him, and how Jesus
had mercy on him. And though the scripture doesn’t tell us
that anyone was converted, it does tell us that everyone who 
heard his story was amazed (Mark 5:19-20). 

(3) Some of the methods Paul used were private and public
discussions focused on specific scriptures. He also used logic,
and he used appeals that made direct use of the listener’s
culture, beliefs, and philosophical persuasions (Acts 15). 

(4) Matthew, after being converted, gave a big reception for Jesus
at his house – and he invited many people, including a
number of tax collectors (Luke 5:29). 

c. Over the years, a number of other methods have been added to
the examples of evangelism presented in the NT. Now I believe
it is important for us to be careful which methods we use, for not
all methods are good methods, and some methods are more useful
in certain situations than others. However, of equal or maybe even
greater importance then which method we use, are the activities
of sowing and reaping.  Therefore, regardless of the method, we
ought to be pointing unbelievers to Jesus, and calling them to
repentance and faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C. John 4:31-34 . . . Meanwhile the disciples were urging Him, saying,
"Rabbi, eat." [32] But He said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not
know about." [33] So the disciples were saying to one another, "No one



brought Him anything to eat, did he?" [34] Jesus said to them, "My food
is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work. 
1. The disciples were looking out for Jesus’ physical well-being, and that

is a good thing! However, to Jesus, His physical well-being was
secondary to doing God’s will – which at that moment meant looking
out for the spiritual well-being of the Samaritans. 
a. Now I want to be clear that what was important to the disciples

and what was important to Jesus has nothing to do with eating
or not eating, as if one is spiritual and the other unspiritual.

b. The important issue here is “priorities,” or in other words,
knowing when one thing is to take priority over another. 

2. And we can more accurately determine the priority in any given
situation when we clearly know who we are serving. 
a. It was clear to Jesus that He was serving God, for He said, “I have

come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of
Him who sent Me” (John 6:38). 

b. And at that moment, in that situation, Jesus knew it was the will
of the Father to attend to the spiritual needs of the Samaritans
– which meant their needs were to take priority over His needs. 

3. What I hope we can see here is that determining priorities is a vital
matter for all of us – from the decision of who we serve, to what we
value, to how we use our time, and to what we are to do in a given
situation. 
a. Of course, we ought to serve God, but if we do not purposefully

make serving God a top priority, it will be way too easy for the
devil or the world or our flesh to lure us into serving self, or
money, or some fleshly passion, or fear, or possessions, or
something else that isn’t God. 

b. And if serving God is not our priority, then pleasing God will not
be our priority, and if pleasing God is not our priority, then serving
self, and pleasing self, and caring for the needs of self will be our
priority. 

4. So once again, this is not about eating or not eating, or taking care
of our own needs verses neglecting our needs in order to care for the
needs of others. This is about priorities. 
a. It is for this reason that Jesus said to seek His kingdom and His

righteousness, first, and if we do, then all the things you need
to sustain your life will be added to you (Matthew 6:33). 

b. Paul addressed this issue of priorities when he exhorted us to
discipline ourselves for the purpose of godliness. Why? Because



godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the
present life and also for the life to come (1 Timothy 4:7-8). 

c. And Hebrews speaks about priorities when it says that if we are
to run the race of the Christian life without growing weary and
losing heart, we must make it our priority to lay aside every
encumbrance, and to put off the sin that so easily trips us up, and
to persevere, and to fix our eyes on Jesus. 

5. What are your priorities? 
a. Jesus made serving God His priority – so that whatever else He

did had to fit into that priority. What master have you chosen
as your priority? 

b. Jesus demonstrated His priorities through His words and deeds.
What do your words and deeds say about your priorities? 

c. May we be among those who follow Jesus’ example in setting and
living according to godly priorities.  

D. John 4:35-38 . . . Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, and then
comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on
the fields, that they are white for harvest. [36] Already he who reaps is
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows
and he who reaps may rejoice together. [37] For in this case the saying
is true, 'One sows and another reaps.' [38] I sent you to reap that for which
you have not labored; others have labored and you have entered into their
labor." 
1. As with the first two sections of this story, so with this fourth section,

there are two points I want us to consider. 
2. First, the focus here is evangelism – and not the silent evangelism

of a godly life – as important as that is. This is about the noisy
evangelism of telling, inviting, discussing, exhorting, listening, and
answering questions. 
a. It was Saint Francis of Assisi who said, “Share the gospel at all

times, and, if necessary, use words.” It was Jesus who said, “Go
out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them
to come in” (Luke 14:23). 

b. Who is right? St. Francis or Jesus? Both are right in the fact that
for our words of evangelism to have integrity, they must be
supported by a godly life. 

c. In other words, if our message is to be believed, if our sowing and
reaping are to have a reasonable chance of bearing fruit, we must
live lives that both agree with and demonstrate our message. 



d. Therefore, there will be times when our behavior does the
speaking, and there will be times when our words, supported by
our behavior, do the speaking. But let us make every effort to
avoid weakening or discrediting the message with behavior that
contradicts the message.  

3. The second point I want us to consider is Jesus’ confirmation that
sowing and reaping are often done by two different people. 
a. For most of us, our primary task is sowing the gospel of salvation,

that is, giving people a reason to come and meet Jesus – just as
the Samaritan woman did. 

b. But as Jesus said in Matthew 9:37-38, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. [38] Therefore beseech the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers (that is, reapers) into His harvest.” 

c. Notice, Jesus does not tell us to beseech the Lord to send out
sowers. And why not? Because sowing is something every
Christian can do. However, among God’s people, it appears that
there are not as many reapers. 

d. I believe the reason for this is because there are not as many
Christians who have the Holy Spirit empowered ability to lead
a person into genuine repentance, and into trusting in Jesus for
salvation from the penalty, the power, and the practice of sin, and
into humble submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and  into
a sanctified life, here and now. 

e. For example, Jesus sowed into the Samaritan woman. She sowed
into the towns people, and they came to Jesus  – who reaped the
harvest. 

4. For me, there are two important truths here.
a. First, every Christian has the ability to sow, so let us not grow

weary or get discouraged with sowing, because sowing is not about
results, but planting with the hope of results. 

b. And second, if we are not good at reaping, let us at least be good
at praying for God to send more reapers, and let us also support
those who reap. 

III. Conclusion
A. May God’s beauty rest upon us as we seek the lost to win, and may they

forget the channel, seeing only Him. 


