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I. Jesus affirms His deity
A. Two Sundays ago, we began our study of John 5:19-47. It is in these

verses that Jesus, in His own words, proclaims His oneness with God,
and confirms that He is both man and God. 
1. As I pondered this portion in preparation for today’s teaching, I was

reminded of something I haven’t thought about for a number of years,
and that is, Jesus never presents a coherent theology of HOW He,
a human, could be God at the same time. Instead, He gives us
statements and examples that only tell us He and God are one. 

2. In other words, Jesus leaves His oneness with God a mystery – which
leaves us with only one option, and that is to accept this mystery by
faith. 

B. And two Sundays ago, I presented a summary of each of the eight sections
presented in vs 19-47. Therefore, today we will begin a more thorough
examination of the first two sections. 

C. Pray

II. Jesus confirms He is one with God
A. In vs 19-23, Jesus affirms His oneness with God by stating that He and

God do exactly the same things – not as two individuals copying each
other, but as one. And though God is unseen while Jesus was very visible,
Jesus says that His deity can be seen in His character and His work. 
1. John 5:19 . . . 

a. Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself.
In other words, Jesus cannot do anything separate from God.
He has no will separate from God’s will, no interests independent
of God’s interests, no words other than God’s words, and no actions
different from God’s actions. 
(1) Now if you are like me, you may be thinking that here is proof

that Jesus could not sin. For as James says, “God cannot be
tempted by evil” (James 1:13). And if Jesus can do nothing
independent of God, then that must mean He cannot sin. 

(2) However, we read in Hebrews 2:18 that Jesus was tempted
in that which He suffered. In other words, in His suffering
He was tempted to sin. And we read in Hebrews 4:15 that
Jesus was tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 



(3) So what are we to do with this seeming contradiction that
God cannot be tempted to sin and yet Jesus was tempted in
all things as we are? 
(a) We could hold to one section of scripture and ignore or

explain away the other. 
(b) Or, we can engage the whole of word of God and accept

the f act that this is a mystery which is beyond our ability
to explain. 

b. Returning to vs 19, we see that Jesus is unable to do anything
independent of God. In fact, Jesus says He doesn’t do anything
unless it is something He sees the Father doing – 
(1) The interesting point here is that no mere human has ever

seen God (John 1:18), and yet Jesus says He has not only
seen God, He continues to see God. 

(2) This implies that Jesus has the kind of access to God that
is unavailable for mere humans. 

(3) And it is this unique relationship with God that Jesus says
lends further proof that He and God are one. 

c. Then Jesus says, for whatever the Father does, these things
the Son also does in like manner. The word “whatever” also
mean everything. Therefore, everything God does, Jesus does. 
(1) On the surface, that may not mean much to you, but when

you dig deeper, you begin to see that this truth must mean
that Jesus is all-powerful, all-knowing, everywhere present,
self-sustaining, and eternal. 

(2) Therefore, since only God has these attributes, this must
mean that Jesus is God, in spite of His humanity. 

2. John 5:20 . . . 
a. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that

He Himself is doing; 
(1) In order to have a mutually loving relationship, there must

be mutual trust. And in order to have a mutually loving
relationship where each fully-discloses himself to the other,
there must be complete trust. 

(2) In other words, if there is not complete trust, there will not
be full-disclosure. And where full-disclosure is lacking, the
trust that exists may still be mutual, but it is not complete. 

(3) Therefore, another proof that Jesus and God are one is in the
fact that God loves Jesus, and completely trusts Jesus, and
as a result, fully discloses all the things to Jesus. 



(4) This particular proof gains significance when we realize that
God does not fully disclose Himself to any of us – which
implies He does not completely trust any of us. And the reality
is, He has no reason to fully trust us. And why aren’t we fully
trustworthy? Because we are selfish and sinful, our faith is
weak, and our commitment to holiness is just as weak. 

(5) We read in Psalm 103:10, 13-14, “[God] has not dealt with
us (His created beings) according to our sins, nor rewarded
us according to our iniquities. Just as a father has compassion
on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who
fear Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful
that we are but dust.” 
(a) In other words, we are weak humans prone to unbelief,

disobedience, and sin – which obviously means we are
not fully trustworthy.  John confirms this when he said
Jesus was not entrusting Himself to the people, because
He knew what was in their hearts (John 2:24). 

(b) And besides, who of us fully discloses ourselves to anyone
we know? And is this not further proof that we humans
are not fully trustworthy? 

(6) The point is, only God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit are completely trustworthy, and as a result,
worthy of full disclosure. Therefore, the  fact that God loves
Jesus and fully discloses all things to Him, is another
confirmation that Jesus and God are one. 

b. and the Father will show Him greater works than these,
so that you will marvel. 
(1) There are two points I want to address in relation to this

statement. 
(2) First, if the only NT book we had was the gospel of John, and

if we began reading it at the beginning, by the time we get
to chapter 5, vs 20,  we would only know about Jesus changing
the water to wine, cleansing the Temple, telling the Samari-
tan woman her past history with men, gaining converts in
Samaria, healing the nobleman’s son, and healing the sick
man by the pool of Bethesda. In comparison to these first
works, the works Jesus went on to do would certainly be 
considered greater – such as giving sight to the blind, making
the deaf hear, enabling the lame to walk, healing leprosy,
casting out demons, feeding 5,000 people, walking on water,



raising the dead, and raising Himself from the dead – after
laying down His life to pay the penalty for sin on our behalf. 
The point here is that Jesus did go on to do greater works.

(3) Second, Jesus did not say these greater works would result
in saving faith and a life lived accordingly. Instead, He said
those who saw them would marvel, or be astonished. 
(a) We know from scripture that many saw Jesus’ miracles.

Yet not all believed in Jesus after seeing them. In fact,
some responded by condemning Jesus for doing them on
the Sabbath, and for using them to claim that He was
God in human flesh. 

(b) Therefore, though miracles can draw large crowds and
cause many to marvel, they are not a guaranteed means
of bringing unbelievers to repentance, faith in Jesus
Christ, and a sanctified life. 

(4) However, Jesus is saying is that what they had seen already
was going to eclipsed by greater works – thus giving them
further reason to believe in His deity. 

3. John 5:21 . . .
a. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,

even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes (wills). 
(1) Raising the dead and restoring their life, either in our life-

time or at the end of time, is the work of God, and He does
this work as He wills and when He wills. 

(2) It is true that OT prophets and NT apostles have raised the
dead, but not according to their own will and power – as if
independent of God’s will and empowerment. They raised the
dead as agents or servants of God – acting according to God’s
will and by God’s power. 

b. However, Jesus is making it very clear that He is equal with God
because He not only has the power to raise the dead, but He has
the freedom to choose who He will raise and when He will raise
them. We see an example of this truth in the circumstances
surrounding the timing of raising Lazarus from the dead. 

4. John 5:22-23 . . . 
a. For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given

all judgment to the Son, [23] so that all will honor the Son
even as they honor the Father. 
(1) God, the supreme being who knows all – including the

thoughts and intentions of the heart (Hebrews 4:12), has



both the position and the integrity to act as our supreme and
impartial judge – during this life and at the final judgment.
However, Jesus says that God has handed this responsibility
over to Him. 

(2) And Jesus gives us two reasons why God has done this. 
(a) First, to show that Jesus is as much God as God is Jesus.
(b) Second, to make it clear to all humanity that Jesus is

to be honored – just as much and in the same ways – as
God is honored. 

b. And so Jesus goes on to say that, He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 
(1) In other words, failure to honor Jesus as God means you are

not honoring God as God – even though you may think you
are genuinely and properly honoring God. 

(2) The point is this: If you do not see the God in Jesus and
therefore will not honor Jesus as God, you cannot see God
– which means whomever it is you think you are honoring
as God, is NOT God, but some self-made image of God. 

(3) Jesus said something similar in John 8:19, “You know
neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me (that is, if you
knew me for who I really am – which is God in human flesh),
you would know My Father also.” 

(4) John put it this way in 1 John 2:23, “Whoever denies the
Son (denies that Jesus is God in human flesh) does not have
the Father; the one who confesses the Son (that Jesus is God
in human flesh) has the Father also.” 

c. If you believe God is God while Jesus isn’t, you know neither God
nor Jesus. Therefore, rejecting Jesus as God is equal to rejecting
God, himself. 

d. This truth would have been especially difficult for the Jews of
Jesus’ day, because they would have seen themselves as excelling
at believing in God and honoring God, yet they were very resistant
to honoring Jesus as God, or even as the Messiah. 

B. In vs 24, Jesus confirms His oneness with God by saying that believing
in God and accepting what Jesus says as true, results in eternal life. 
1. John 5:24 . . . 

a. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not
come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 



b. In this statement, there are two conditions and a promise. The
two conditions are related to receiving eternal life, and the
promise is for those who have received eternal life. 

2. The first condition for receiving eternal life is to hear what Jesus
says. However, hearing is not simply a matter of having Jesus’ words
reach our ears, or in our day, having His words on the pages of the
Gospels reach our eyes. 
a. To hear what Jesus says is to hear it, receive it as true, and

proceed to live accordingly. In other words, the one who hears
is the one who lives according to what is heard. Therefore, the
proof of having heard Jesus’ words is in obeying His word. 

b. Jesus made this clear at the end of His sermon on the mount,
when He said, “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts
on them (lives accordingly), may be compared to a wise man who
built his house on the rock. [25] And the rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and
yet it did not fall (it lived), for it had been founded on the rock
(Jesus Christ). [26] Everyone who hears these words of Mine and
does not act on them (live accordingly), will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand. [27] The rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and
it fell (it died)—and great was its fall” (Matthew 7:24-27). 

c. John says it this way in 1 John 2:3-4, “By this we know that we
have come to know [Jesus], if we keep His commandments (live
accordingly). [4] The one who says, "I have come to know Him,"
and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth
is not in him.” 

d. The truth Jesus is stating here is this, those who have eternal
life, according to this first condition, are those who obey what they
have heard Jesus say. 

3. The second condition for receiving eternal life is to believe in God
– which includes trusting in His character, His ways, His will, and
His word. The writer of Hebrews put it this way, “Without faith it
is impossible to please [God], for he who comes to God must believe
that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him”
(Hebrews 11:6). 

4. In everyday life, we verify our faith in God by trusting God enough
to live according to His will and word – regardless of the circum-
stances. John, in his first epistle addresses this truth in several ways.
For example, in



a. 1 John 3:10 . . . By this the children of God and the children of
the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice (repeatedly
live according to) righteousness is not of God, nor the one who
does not love his brother. 

b. 1 John 4:16, 20 . . . We have come to know and have believed
the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides
in love abides in God, and God abides in him. [20] If someone says,
"I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who
does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God
whom he has not seen. 

c. 1 John 4:7-8 . . . Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from
God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
[8] The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

d. Therefore, those who have eternal life, according to this second
condition, are those who believe in God to the extent of living
according to the will and word of God – regardless of the
circumstances. 
(1) Do you see the similarity between the two conditions? Eternal

life is hinged on obeying Jesus and trusting God enough to
live according to His will and word. 

(2) And it is this similarity which further confirms that Jesus
and God are one. 

5. Jesus followed the two conditions with a promise, which states that
those who have eternal life, have been declared righteous, or just in
the sight of God, and have already passed out of death into life. 
a. Paul put it this way in Romans 5:9, “Having now been justified

by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through
[Jesus]. And then in Romans 8:1, “Therefore there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

b. In other words, those whose faith in God and in Jesus Christ
results in living according to their will and word – have eternal
life, and have passed out of condemnation and death into life. 

III. Conclusion
A. Though you already believe Jesus is God, I trust that these two sections

will reinforce your faith, encourage and help your evangelism, and
strengthen your commitment to grow in godliness. 


