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I. The final story that proves Jesus’ deity
A. Today, we will finish the story in John 10 and begin the last of these

stories in John 11. 
1. As I have said several times since we started this study, John uses

specifically chosen stories to confirm that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and God in human flesh. He clearly stated his intention
in John 20:30-31, “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed
in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;
[31] but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life
in His name.”  

2. Today, it is my intention to talk about leaving, loving, and learning. 
B. Pray

II. Leaving
A. John 10:40-42 . . . And [Jesus] went away again beyond the Jordan to

the place where John was first baptizing, and He was staying there.
[41] Many came to Him and were saying, "While John performed no sign,
yet everything John said about this man was true." [42] Many believed
in [Jesus] there. 
1. As you may recall, Jesus left Jerusalem and its surrounding areas

because the Jews wanted to kill Him. And yet, Jesus himself said,
“Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [11] Blessed are
you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me” (Matthew 5:10-12). 

2. According to these words, to be insulted, falsely accused, and
persecuted is to experience the blessed life, the spiritually satisfying
life, and the eternally rewarding life. 

3. So why didn’t Jesus stay where He was? Because He also said, “But
whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; for truly
I say to you, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until
the Son of Man comes” (Matthew 10:23). 

4. In other words, there is no wisdom in staying or shame in leaving
IF you have the opportunity to leave when you are being mistreated
and persecuted. And of course, it is just as wise, godly, and courageous



to remain in such a situation IF you do not have the opportunity
to flee. For example, Jesus stayed in His situation when taken before
Pilot, falsely accused, brutally mistreated, and unjustly crucified. 

5. The important truth here is that just as there are situations where
it is right to stay, so there are situations where it is right to leave
when faced with mistreatment, false accusations, and persecution.

6. But take note, leaving is not simply to get relief, but rather to continue
serving and fulfilling the work God has given you to do. 

III. Loving (The story of Lazarus)
A. John 11:1-3 . . . Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the

village of Mary and her sister Martha. [2] It was the Mary who anointed
the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was sick. [3] So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, "Lord,
behold, he whom You love is sick." 
1. Let me get two “less important points” out of the way before

addressing the matter of God and Jesus’ love for mankind. 
a. First, John’s first mention of either God’s love or Jesus’ love for

mankind is found in John 3:16. The second time is found here
in John 11:3, where the sisters remind Jesus of His love for
Lazarus. But from here to the end of John, God’s love for us,
Jesus’ love for us, and our love for them are spoken about
numerous times. And John continues this theme of love in his
three letters. 

b. Second, though John identifies Mary as the one who anointed
Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair, he does not tell the story
of what she did for Jesus until chapter 12. What makes this of
interest to us is that Jesus prophesied that wherever the gospel
is preached in the whole world, what Mary did will also be spoken
of in memory of her (Matthew 26:13). And John, in writing his
gospel became one of those who fulfilled the prophecy twice. 

2. The last thing I want to point out from vs 1-3 is that the sisters made
no specific request of Jesus. They simply told Him the situation and
relied on His love for Lazarus to move Him to do what needed to be
done. In other words, they were relying on the power of love and on
Jesus’ power to heal to save their brother. 

B. John 11:4 . . .  But when Jesus heard this, He said, "This sickness is not
to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be
glorified by it." 



1. For those of us who have been influenced by science and the
Enlightenment to think and measure what others say with as much
exactness as possible, it sound like Jesus said something that was
not true. However, for those who are willing to think outside the
scientific and Enlightenment box – as did the people of Jesus day –
it is not the exactness of His words that are important but the
message or idea conveyed by His words. And from this perspective,
Jesus was making two important points. 
a. First, Lazarus’ death was not the end of the story. Even if he died,

he would rise again and continue living as if he had never died. 
b. And second, raising Lazarus from the dead was not, first and

foremost, for his sake or his sister’s sake, but to bring glory and
praise and honor to God, and in so doing, glorify Jesus Christ. 
(1) You see, raising Lazarus after he had been dead and buried

for four days would confirm the power of God over death and
prove the deity of Jesus since He was the one raising Lazarus.

2. There is one more point to be made here. It is possible that John made
this his last story in order to prepare us for Christ’s death and
resurrection. 
a. In other words, just as Jesus’ love allowed Lazarus to suffer and

die, so God’s love allowed Jesus to suffer and die. 
b. And just as Lazarus’ death was not the end of the story, so Christ’s

death was not the end of the story. Like Lazarus, He rose again! 

C. John 11:5-6 . . . Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
[6] So when He heard that he was sick, He then stayed two days longer
in the place where He was. 
1. Now here is a statement that is probably perplexing to most people,

including some Christians. Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus,
yet when He heard Lazarus was sick, He delayed two days before
going to offer whatever help He might give. 
a. So why, if Jesus loved them, would He not leave immediately for

Bethany and do what He could to bring healing to Lazarus and
comfort to Martha and Mary? Why, if they were such dearly loved
friends, would Jesus intentionally leave them in this difficult,
trying, and even heart-breaking situation? 

b. Could it be that love not only wants to bring relief but also wants
to bring other valuable things – such as mental, emotional,
relational, intellectual, and spiritual growth? Could it be that
growth in these areas is more valuable then relief from the trial



or suffering that we are facing? Is it possible that growth in
trusting God, in becoming convinced that you are safe in God’s
hands regardless of the circumstances is of more value then relief
from the circumstances? 

2. The inference here in vs 5-6 is that it was Jesus’ love for them that
led Him to delay His trip to Bethany by two days – instead of rushing
off as soon as He heard of Lazarus’ sickness. 
a. Do you suppose they saw it that way? If you were in their situation

would you see it that way? 
b. Have you ever thought that God was failing to love you, or that

He didn’t care, or that He was in some cruel way striking back
at you when He did not quickly rescue you from sickness, or
relieve you of your sorrow, or remove the hardship or trial you
were facing? 

c. I suspect all of us have thought this about God, and yet such
thinking is irrational, distrusting, and disrespectful. Consider:
it is likely that you agree that good and loving parents put their
children through hard times in order to help them grow and
become mature adults. 
(1) For example, good and loving parents make their children

go to school, study and complete homework assignments after
school hours, and may even make them learn to play an
instrument. Are these not difficult and sometimes painful
activities to children? Do they not want relief from their
suffering? Yet parents put them through this out of love for
them – and we consider such parents to be responsible, caring,
loving, and reasonable. 

(2) And again, good and loving parents make their children help
with household chores. We don’t count this as meanness on
the part of the parents, but rather a good way to teach the
children the value of community, the importance of working
together, the reality that privileges come with responsibility,
how to do a job right, and how to finish a task. 

3. If on a human level we believe such treatment of children is loving,
then is it not rational to believe God is loving us when He chooses
to allow a trial or tribulation to enter and remain in our life for a time?

4. The truth is, accusing God of failing to love us when allowing and
leaving us in difficult situations is as foolish as accusing parents of
failure and of being cruel when requiring their children to go to school,
and to do their homework, and to work around the home. 



5. So once again, it was out of love for Martha, Mary, and Lazarus that
Jesus delayed going to Bethany. However, they were not the only ones
Jesus loved, He also loved His disciples, and He loved His Father.
And so, it is also true that Jesus delayed by two days His departure
for Bethany for the sake of bringing more glory and honor to His
Father, and for the sake of building His disciples’ faith. 

6. And this larger circle of love presents with an important truth. Love
seeks the good of everyone who is in any way effected by our choices
and behavior. 
a. In other words, we are never to love one person to the hurt or at

the expense of another. We are not to love the folks in our
community or in our ethnic group to the hurt of those in other
communities or ethnic group. And we are not love the believers
in our church or denomination to the hurt of Christians in other
churches and denominations. Love seeks the good of everyone
effected by its choices and behavior – no matter how far the ripples
spread. 

b. For example, loving our children includes loving those our children
will encounter – such as those in authority. Therefore, good
parents teach their children to show respect for those in authority,
not just because it is right to show respect, but because good
parents are committed to loving everyone, which includes those
in authority over their children. Therefore, loving parents care
as much for the well-being of those in authority over their children
as they do for the well-being of their children. 

7. Returning to our text in vs 5-6 we see the hint of another important
principle that is revealed in the rest of the story. And this principle
is: when God withholds a blessing or relief or an easier way so that
you are left to endure the hardship, He is doing this in order to bring
a greater, richer, far more valuable blessing. 
a. In other words, in choosing to wait two days before heading to

Bethany, Jesus was bringing about a FAR GREATER blessing
for Martha, Mary, Lazarus, and the disciples then if He had healed
Lazarus while he was still alive. 

b. And though this choice on Jesus’ part resulted in further suffering
for Lazarus, sadness and sorrow for Martha and Mary, and
puzzlement for the disciples, what each one gained from going
through this time of suffering and sadness SURPASSED the cost
to such an extent that it made the cost well worth it. In other
words, out of love, Jesus withheld less so each of those effected



by Lazarus’ death could have more. And Jesus will do the same
for you, if you will endure the hardship and wait patiently for His
work of relief. 

IV. Learning
A. John 11:7-10 . . . Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to

Judea again." [8] The disciples said to Him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just
now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?" [9] Jesus
answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the
day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. [10] But
if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him."
1. The disciples were afraid of what the Jews would do to Jesus, and

probably to them, too. Therefore, what they needed was to learn what
and who to fear. And so, Jesus taught them. 

2. When it comes to the things we should fear, persecution or being killed
for righteousness sake is not one of them. Why? Because neither can
happen until God allows it, and even if it does happen, you cannot
lose anything worth keeping in comparison to what you will gain from
being persecuted or put to death for God’s sake. 

3. However, we ought to fear those things that can rob us of spiritual
health and eternal blessings – such as unbelief, rejection of the truth,
rebellion against God, lawlessness in any area, resistence to Jesus
and His word, ungodly motives, hypocrisy, and other such things as
these. Jesus made this clear when He said, “Do not fear those who
kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). 

B. John 11:11-13 . . . And after that He said to them, "Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken him out of sleep."
[12] The disciples then said to Him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will
recover." [13] Now Jesus had spoken of [Lazarus’] death, but they thought
that He was speaking of literal sleep. 
1. The disciples were still learning to listen in order to hear what Jesus

was really saying rather than hearing what they thought He was
saying, or what they hoped He was saying. 

2. Therefore, upon missing Jesus’ point . . .

C. John 11:14-15 . . . Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, [15] and
I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may believe;
but let us go to him." 



1. The disciples needed to learn to trust Jesus implicitly, but because
our human experiences tend to promote skepticism and some distrust,
learning to trust implicitly usually requires a period of time and a
serious of situations that encourage and build implicit trust. 

2. In other words, most of us begin the Christian life believing some
things while having a bit of distrust and skepticism about other
things. It is as we work at guarding out thoughts, calming our fears,
patiently waiting on God, and seeing God work for our good, over and
over again, that we go from beginning faith to a settled conviction
that God is good and we are safe in His hands. 

3. Therefore, just as the disciples needed another lesson to strengthen
their faith and lead them to the place of having a settled conviction
that Jesus was God in human flesh and was fully trustworthy, so we
need such lessons – and just as Jesus provided such lessons for His
disciples, so He provides them for us. 

4. Are you learning from life’s experiences to trust Jesus more than you
did before? Are you making the most of the lessons God is bringing
or allowing to enter your life to build your faith and lead you toward
a settled conviction  that God is good and His love endures forever?
Are you learning to be more inwardly peaceful in spite of the
circumstances? 

5. The lessons of faith Jesus was teaching His disciples and teaches us
today are vital lessons and will change us – forever – if we will learn
from them. Therefore, I urge you to see God’s goodness and His
educational activities in the hard times of life, for these are the times
that teach us the lessons that the good times can’t teach us. 

V. Conclusion
A. It is okay to leave, if you can, when mistreatment and persecution comes.

Though God sometimes, or should I say often times leaves us in difficult
and troublesome situations, it is because He loves us and wants to give
us something far more valuable then relief. And one important lesson
to learn from life’s trials and tribulation is to trust God, implicitly. 

B. James 1:2-4 . . . Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter
various trials, [3] knowing that the testing of your faith produces
endurance. [4] And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may
be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 


