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I. Humility before God, Treasuring God, Using Christianity for personal gain,
Exposing ourselves, The poor
A. John 12:1-11 . . . Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came

to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
[2] So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but
Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. [3] Mary then
took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet
of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume. [4] But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples,
who was intending to betray Him, said, [5] "Why was this perfume not
sold for three hundred denarii (a years wage for an unskilled laborer) and
given to poor people?" [6] Now he said this, not because he was concerned
about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box,
he used to pilfer what was put into it. [7] Therefore Jesus said, "Let her
alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial (or, may keep
the custom of preparing a body for burial). [8] For you always have
the poor with you, but you do not always have Me." [9] The large crowd
of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus'
sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom [Jesus] raised from
the dead. [10] But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death also;
[11] because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and
were believing in Jesus. 

B. Today we will consider four things that come from this story. First, we
will consider the idea of thinking of and treating God as a precious
treasure. Second, we will look at what it means to humble ourselves
before God. Third, I will show you how easily we expose our true selves
by our attitudes, words, and some of our deeds. And fourth, we will
consider what Jesus meant when He said the poor are always with us. 

C. Prayer

II. Thinking of and treating God as a precious treasure
A. John 12:3 . . . Mary took a pound of very costly perfume and used it to

anoint the feet of Jesus. 
1. To Mary, the value of Jesus exceeded the value of her costly perfume,

a perfume which may have been a family heirloom or a primary source
of financial security in her old age. Now I cannot say for certain that



Jesus was Mary’s most precious treasure, but from this story and the
other stories recorded about her it appears that He was. 
a. And that is as it ought to be for all of us, for as the scripture says,

God, our Father and Jesus, our savior are worthy to receive power
and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and
blessing (Revelation 5:12). 

b. And why are they worthy of possessing such exalted things, when
such things are so commonly abused by so many of us? Because
they are the only ones in all the universe who are completely
trustworthy to use such things for the good of all. 

2. Jesus dealt with this idea of value and worth in these two parables:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which
a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field. [45] Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, [46] and upon finding one pearl
of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it”
(Matthew 13:44-46). 

3. There are three truths I want to emphasize from these two parables. 
a. First, it is inferred in the first parable and clearly apparent in

the second that finding the treasure was the result of looking for
treasure. I think it is fair to say that we are all looking for
treasure, that is, something that offers us a value greater than
whatever we already have. 

b. Second, in both cases the treasure found was of such great value
that to those who found it, it was worth selling all that they
possessed to obtain it. 
(1) In other words, to them, the treasure found was of greater

value than the sum total of everything else they possessed. 
(2) In our lives, we may not be willing to sell all for the treasures

we find along life’s way, but we all treasure one or more
things above all else – which is why we so commonly find a
husband or wife treasuring something or several things more
than his or her spouse, or parents treasuring something more
than their children, or Christians treasuring something more
than God and His son, Jesus Christ. 

c. Third, if the kingdom of heaven is of such worth that the only
reasonable choice is to sell all to possess it, then surely the king
of that kingdom is worth that much, if not more. 

B. If our God and Father is worth this much, why do some of us treat Himas
if He is worth less than that? I think there are four common reasons why



we Christians view, think of, and treat God as being of less worth to us
than He ought to be. 
1. First, we are prone to think less of God than we ought when we do

not anchor our view of God in the Word of God. 
a. For example, at the beginning of our Christian life, that is,  before

we have grown enough to experientially be convinced of God’s true
worth, we have only the Word of God – and the testimony of
mature Christians – to tell us the true worth of God. 

b. Therefore, we must anchor our view of God’s value or true worth
on the Word of God, for it is not only dependable, it gives us a
reasonably comprehensive view of God’s worth. 

2. Second, some of us use a fluctuating scale in determining God’s value,
and we do this by basing our value of Him on what He does for us
– which means we are prone to hold Him to be of great value when
He is doing what we want, and we are prone to see Him as less
valuable when He is not doing what we want. 

3. Third, some of us are prone to determine God’s value based on what
He allowed to happen to us in the past. A classic example of this is
the child who lost a parent or experienced some other trauma and
blames God for not preventing such a painful lose or protecting them
in their time of need. 

4. Fourth, some of us determine God’s worth by comparing Him and
what He does and what He gives to the pleasures, excitement, fun,
fame, riches, power, and security that the world and the devil offer.
In other words, if what God requires or offers is better than what the
world requires or offers, He is more valuable to us than the things
of this world. But, if we deem the requirements and offerings of the
world to be of greater value than what God offers, we treat Him as
less valuable and pursue what we can get from the world. 

C. So what are we to do? First and foremost, anchor your value of God in
the Word of God. Then, examine how you use your time, spend your
money, and where you seek comfort, security, fun, and happiness – for
those will reveal who and what you value most. Next, examine your
treatment of those in your home, for that will reveal who or what you
value most. Finally, use your experiences of the goodness, provision, and
protection of God to build the conviction that God is worthy to be your
most valuable treasure. 

D. Now you may be wondering why this matters. The reality is, the value
you place on God determines the place you give Him in your life. If He
is your supreme treasure, you will give Him and His ways and His word



supremacy over how you live. If He is less then supreme, you will give
Him a secondary place while giving more treasured things a superior
position – which will have a direct effect on how godly you live. 

III. What it means to be humble before God
A. John 12:3 . . . Mary anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with

her hair. 
1. Mary not only valued Jesus above the cost of her perfume, she

humbled herself before Him by anointing His feet and drying His feet
with her hair. This is a good example of humility in thought and deed.

2. Today, when someone gives a gift of similar value to Mary’s gift, we
make a speech, install a plaque, and name or rename a place in honor
of the one who gave. Sadly, even among Christians it is common to
use these tactics to reward those who give and entice others to give
to give to our cause. This is not humility, but pride in action. 

B. Now you may be wondering, what is humility and how are we to express
it before God? 
1. In essence, humility is having an honest estimate of ourselves so that

we do not think more highly of ourselves than we ought (Romans
12:3). In other words, humility is honesty about such things as our
strengths and weaknesses, our gifts and abilities, our education and
position, and areas of experience and skill so that we know our place
in life. 

2. But humility is also thinking of others as better than ourselves, giving
preference to others when offered a task or position, and willingly
serving – especially when we are a leader. Humility is treating all
people with love and respect – including our enemies. And why is this
important? Because how we treat others reflects how we treat God.

3. Therefore, humility before God is a recognition that we are nothing
and He is everything; that we are unworthy of anything He may give
or do for us, while He is worthy of our all; and that He is the supreme
being, the Lord and Master, while we are His subjects, His servants,
and His children. 
a. Yes, we can enter His presence with boldness, but not on our own

merit, but because of what Jesus has done on our behalf. 
b. And yes, we can tell God our thoughts and troubles, but not as

one criticizing God, but as one explaining the situation as we see
it and appealing to Him for help. 

c. And yes, we can confidently bask in His love confidently receive
His grace when we confess our sins and turn from our sinful ways. 



d. But at no time are we to think of or speak to God as if we are
superior to Him, or His teacher, or His critic, or as if we have the
right to tell Him what He should do or should have done. Coming
before Him with humility means thinking of Him and speaking
to Him with an attitude, tone of voice, and choice of words that
show respect, reverence, and gratitude. 

C. A wise man put it this way, “Guard your steps as you go to the house of
God and draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for
they do not know they are doing evil. [2] Do not be hasty in word or
impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For
God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be
few.” (Ecclesiastes 5:1-2). 
1. God, speaking through Isaiah put it this way, “To this one I will look,

to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My
word” (Isaiah 66:2 ). 

2. James said, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the
humble” (James 4:6). 

3. And Paul used Jesus as the supreme example: “Have this attitude
in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, [6] who, although He
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing
to be grasped, [7] but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant,
and becoming a human being. [8] Being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself (further) by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). 

D. The final point on this topic of humility is a profound truth. Peter puts
it this way, “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you at the proper time” (1 Peter 5:6). 
1. Jesus experienced this truth when, after He died and rose again, God

highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above
every name, so that at Jesus’ name every knee will bow – of those
who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father (Philippians 2:9-11). 

2. Now I want to point out that Jesus did not humble Himself in a
prideful pursuit of exaltation – as if being exalted was what He
wanted all along and He used humility to get it. Rather, He humbled
Himself, and God responded by exalting Him. 

3. Therefore, let us make humbling ourselves before God as our part,
and make the when, where, and how of being exalted God’s part –



for as James 4:10 says, “Humble yourselves in the presence of the
Lord, and He will exalt you.” 

IV. Exposing our true selves by our attitudes, words, and some of our deeds
A. John 12:4-5 . . . But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was

intending to betray Him, said, [5] "Why was this perfume not sold for
three hundred denarii and given to poor people?"
1. What we are on the inside will come out on the outside. You

may be able to hide it some of the time, but not all of the time.
Without question, there will be times and situations when your
attitude, choice of words, tone of voice, the look on your face, or the
way you describe something will expose who you really are. 

2. If we had been in the room when Judas made his case, I believe we
could have discerned several things from his attitude, tone of voice,
choice of words, and timing. 
a. For example, Judas spoke as if Mary and her humble, sacrificial

devotion to Jesus was not just a mistake, but wrong. 
b. The phrasing of his question infers that Jesus was at least partly

responsible for this wrong, because He did not stop Mary and
direct her to do the right thing. 

c. The time and place of his question reveals he was more concerned
about a product (money for the poor) than a person. 
(1) It would have shown love and sensitivity had Judas taken

Mary aside and talked to her privately about a use of the
perfume. 

(2) He would have shown respect for Jesus and a proper interest
in learning both sides of the story had he waited until after
dinner to ask Jesus His opinion of what Mary did. 

d. And finally, Judas’ mindset toward Jesus was not one of humble
submission, reverence, and respect, but one of superiority and
condescension – especially in financial matters. 

3. My point here is that Judas exposed who and what he was on the
inside by simply opening his mouth and asking a question. 

B. Of course, Judas is only an example of what we do every day. You see,
just like Judas, we reveal what we are on the inside through our attitudes,
choice of words, tone of voice, look on our face, and the way we describe
things. And why does this matter? Here are just two reasons. 
1. First, this matters because if you will listen to yourself, you can

discern much about yourself in relation to God, godliness, the Word



of God, relationships in general, and relationships with those near
and dear to you. Then you can use this information to put off more
of your old nature, strengthen the godliness you have gained, and
continue growing in godliness. 

2. Second, this matters because if you will listen as children and adults
talk to you or talk near enough for you to hear what they are saying,
you can pick up things that give you a better understanding of who
they are on the inside. Then you can use that information to invite
them to a better way of life and growth in godliness – which when
we do this with each other is another way to build each other up in
the faith. 

V. The Poor
A. John 12:8 . . . Therefore Jesus said, “You always have the poor with you,

but you do not always have Me.” 
1. To keep Jesus’ words in perspective, we are wise to realize that Jesus

was dealing with a one-time situation rather then setting a principle
for all time. Again, here is where we want to search the whole word
of God to see what the normal principle is for dealing with the poor.
And one portion of scripture that provides this principle is – 

2. Deuteronomy 15:7-11 . . . If there is a poor man with you, one of
your brothers, in any of your towns in your land which the LORD
your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close
your hand from your poor brother; [8] but you shall freely open your
hand to him, and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need
in whatever he lacks. [9] Beware that there is no base thought in your
heart, saying, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and
your eye is hostile toward your poor brother, and you give him
nothing; then he may cry to the LORD against you, and it will be a
sin in you. [10] You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall
not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the LORD
your God will bless you in all your work and in all your undertakings.
[11] For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I
command you, saying, “You shall freely open your hand to your
brother, to your needy and poor in your land.” 

VI. Conclusion
A. Today we will close with communion, and we will set our focus on the

value and worth of God and His son, Jesus Christ. I handed out scriptures
to be read as we pass out the bread and cup. 


