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A Look At Intercessory Prayer - 3 December 26, 2010

I. Review of Previous Teaching on Prayer

A. The last teaching on prayer was three Sundays ago, and we looked at

intercessory prayer in relation to praying for Christian workers. Today

we are going to look at intercessory prayer in relation to praying for each

other and for Christians in general. 

B. Each Sunday while on this topic of prayer I have sought to speak to you

about one of the three important characteristic of prayer – which are:

humility, honesty, and persistence. I won’t do this today, but I plan on

returning to this next Sunday.

C. And each Sunday during this series, I have reminded us that all prayer

is a form of fellowship and communion with God. Therefore, it is my goal

to encourage us to treat prayer as something that can grow from being

primarily need based to being both need and fellowship based. 

D. Prayer

II. I want to address a question that was raised at the end of our last teaching. 

A. The question I want to address was asked as a result of an apparent

conflict between what I taught and an answer I gave to a question at the

end of our teaching, concerning God hearing and responding to some

prayers by non-Christians. 

1. Let me summarize: In speaking to us about honesty in prayer, I taught

that, according to the scriptures, faith and righteousness, or faith and

godliness in thought, word, and deed, are equal requirements when

it comes to having a reasonable expectation that God will both hear

and answer our prayers. 

a. Now there is one primary exception to this link between faith and

godliness in relation to prayer – and that exception is prayers of

confession and repentance – which when done sincerely restores

us to a condition of godliness. 

b. A clear biblical example of this is prayer for the sick. James links 

confession of sin with praying for healing (James 5:14-18). Why?

Because, “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish

much”  (James 5:16). And so, when praying for healing with the

expectation of being heard, we are to confess any unconfessed sins

prior to praying. 



2. My goal in presenting this information on honest praying was to

establish in our thinking the biblical requirement of godliness as well

as faith – rather than the popular teaching of faith alone – for having

our prayers heard and answered. 

3. Then, in responding to a question following the teaching time, I said

that God does answer some prayers of the non-Christian – and I

included prayers other than confession and repentance. And this

response is what created the seeming contradiction. 

B. Let me start by saying I am thankful for this question – for two reasons.

1. First, it calls me back to a specific reality that I need to keep in mind

when teaching or speaking to people about God and God’s ways. 

2. Second, it provides an opportunity to explain something to you that

you are wise to bear in mind when listening to any teaching or reading

any book about God and His ways. 

C. When I teach on Sundays, my teaching assumes several things: 

1. What I teach today has as its foundational basis what I have taught

over the past months and even several years. 

a. My current teaching builds on past teaching and on the level of

understanding and maturity that I think exists in the hearers. 

b. This question is a good reminder that this is an assumption I need

to be careful with. In other words, I need to be careful not to assume

you can hear a particular statement or teaching and keep it in the

context of larger truths contained in scripture. 

2. Some truths are absolute (black/white), and some are various shades

of grey and are to be understood and applied that way. The grey is not

variations of the truth, but rather variations in God’s expectations of

us based on our own understanding and maturity as Christians. 

a. For example, to whom much is given, much is required: “And that

slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in

accord with his will, will receive many lashes, [48] but the one who

did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will

receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much

will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they

will ask all the more” (Luke 12:47-48). 

b. We have received much – so it is reasonable to understand that

godliness is a significant factor in relation to prayer. The unbeliever

or the new Christian has not received much, and should they cry

out to God and He, on occasion answer, it is not because God has

changed requirements, but that He has had compassion based on

the spiritual condition and immediate need of the one praying. 



III. Prayers of Intercession for Christians in General

A. First Example: Ephesians 6:18 . . . With all prayer and petition pray

at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all

perseverance and petition for all the saints. 

1. Notice the urgency – “all prayer and petition” and “pray at all times”

2. Notice the vigilance – be on the alert with all perseverance and petition 

a. Paul says a similar thing in Colossians 4:2 . . . Devote yourselves

to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.

b. Why the need for vigilance? Our daily fight is not just against our

flesh and its sinful inclinations. We also fight against a roaring lion

who is constantly on the prowl to see who he can devour. And we

fight against the influences of our culture and the worldly thinking.

3. Praying in the Spirit – different groups of believers take this in

different ways – largely depending on their teaching concerning the

work of the Holy Spirit in the individual Christian. 

a. I choose to see this as praying according to the leading of the Holy

Spirit and according to the truth of God’s word that the Holy Spirit

has led us into. 

b. Or, to say it in a more practical way – pray as much in tune with

God and His Word as you know to pray – and depend on the Holy

Spirit to help you with this. 

4. Pray for all the saints – 

a. Why? Because none of us is so perfect as not to need the intercessory

prayers of our brothers and sisters in Christ.

b. Why? Because our enemies are mighty, and we do not have a

natural strength that is able to overcome them. Therefore, though

we put on the armor of God, our protection is God Himself. We may

do the fighting, but victory comes from God. We may use our

muscles, but the strength to persevere and defeat our foe comes

from God. And so we ought to pray for one another. 

c. Note: we are not all at the same level of spiritual maturity or

understanding – which means when we are praying for a specific

individual as opposed to a group of believers, we ought to pray

according to the specific needs of the individual. 

B. Second Example: Colossians 4:12 . . . Epaphras, who is one of your

number, a slave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring

earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully

assured in all the will of God. 

1. Notice the label Paul puts on Epaphras’ praying – earnest labor.



a. The word LABOR is also translated: contend for a prize, fight, and

strive. 

b. The word EARNEST speaks of being intensely sincere, and is

supplied by the translators to emphasize the nature or kind of

contending or fighting or striving in prayer spoken of in this verse. 

c. The implication here is that of seriously striving or contending in

prayer in order to gain the victory and the prize. 

2. Notice the desired outcome of Epaphras’ praying – that those being

prayed for would live a perfect Christian life, confident they are 

fulfilling the will of God. 

a. I understand that we get nervous when the word PERFECT is used

in relation to how we are to live the Christian life. This word can

also be translated complete or mature – which may make us feel

more comfortable – but still requires serious minded godliness. 

b. Therefore, I want to recommend that we not fear the word

PERFECT when used in relation to living the Christian life. In fact,

I believe it is wise to hold PERFECTION up as the standard, 

normal, God-expected goal of the Christian life. We may never arrive

at perfection in this life, but if we hold the right goal before our eyes,

we will head toward that goal. 

c. To examples to make my point: 

(1) Watching the ball in tennis. 

(2) The problem with reminding ourselves that it is okay to fail or

that we can never be perfect in this life is that it nurtures a

mindset that is more condoning of sin than hungry for godliness. 

d. So I urge us, think and pray as those who hold PERFECTION as

our individual and collective goal.

3. And if you think what I have just said about perfection is unbiblical,

here are six of the more obvious scriptures calling us to Christian

perfection or completion or maturity:

a. I John 2:1-2 . . . My little children, I am writing these things to

you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; [2] and He

Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but

also for those of the whole world. 

b. I John 2:28-3:3 . . . Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when

He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him

in shame at His coming. [29] If you know that He is righteous, you

know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.

[3:1] See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we



would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason

the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. [2]

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as

yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be

like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. [3] And everyone

who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

c. Colossians 1:9-12 . . . For this reason also, since the day we heard

of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may

be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual

wisdom and understanding, [10] so that you will walk in a

manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge

of God; [11] strengthened with all power, according to His glorious

might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously

[12] giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in

the inheritance of the saints in Light. 

d. Matthew 5:48 . . . Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly

Father is perfect. 

e. I Corinthians 14:20 . . . Brethren, do not be children in your

thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature. 

f. Hebrews 6:1-2 . . . Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about

the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a

foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

[2] of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the

resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 

IV. Intercessory Prayer For What Truly Matters – or – Seeking The Highest Good

of God’s People

A. When praying for our brothers and sisters in Christ, we are wise to have

a solid grip on what is most important. And what is most important is

not determined by our earthly sympathies, or by what we believe is the

most immediate need, or by what will bring the quickest and surest relief.

To gain a true perspective of what is most important to any Christian,

we must look at life from God’s perspective and open ourselves to the rich

influence of God’s Word. In other words, we need a good understanding

of eternal values in relation to the Christian life. 

B. Within any body of believers, or in any extended group of Christians who

know and care for each other, there is a constant list of fresh needs.

According to God’s Word, we are called by God to pray for one another



in regard to that growing and varied list of needs. This is intercessory

prayer – and it is the kind of prayer we are talking about today. 

1. However, the point I am wanting to make here is that as we pray for

one another, we ought to give serious consideration to what is best for

the person we are praying based on a larger view of their life than the

current situation. 

a. And as I have already said, we can only discover and come to a

settled conviction of what is best by looking at life through God’s

eyes and through the eyes of scripture. This requires serious and

prolonged thought on our part. 

b. And even with that kind of effort, this is not easy. So I want to add

two more ways to come to the best possible understanding of what

to pray for when interceding for others. 

(1) We ought to be asking  God, in prayer, to teach us what matters

most so we can pray accordingly when praying for others.

(2) We ought to be talking with each other about what matters most

so that collectively, our prayers are in agreement. 

2. Along with those three ways of coming to a godly conclusion of what

matters most, we might also consider what those who have gone before

us have to say about what is most important. 

a. For example, Brother Lawrence, when told that one of his fellow

believers was sick, said he would not pray for healing but rather

that God would give the sick person added grace and strength to

endure what God was either doing or allowing so that the sick

person would come out of the sickness – either in this life or the

next – stronger and purer, just as gold comes out of the fire purer

than when it went in. 

b. Now I am not saying we are wrong to pray for healing or for other

needs we or others may have, for the scriptures encourage such

praying. But I am saying that here is a brother in Christ whose

example of knowing God is an inspiration to many Christians. If

we take his example of life seriously, we might also consider taking

his example of prayer seriously. 

3. What is my point in all this? Praying for each other is commended by

God in the scriptures. And caring about physical or earthly needs is

also commended in the scriptures – including the Lord’s prayer. But

we are the people of God, and there is something far greater than

having our physical and earthly needs met. Therefore, our prayers

should include both a plea for God’s provision and protection for



temporal needs as well as pleas for God’s transforming work in the

spiritual realm of the one we are praying for. 

C. There are two primary prayers for others given to us in the New

Testament. We have Jesus’ prayer for His disciples in John 17 and Paul’s

prayer for the Christians in Ephesus in Ephesians 3: 14-19. I want to

take the last few minutes today and use Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian

Christians as an example of praying in a way that seeks the greater good

of those we are praying for.

1. Ephesians 3:14-19 . . . For this reason I bow my knees before the

Father, [15] from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives

its name, [16] that He would grant you, according to the riches of His

glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner

man, [17] so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, [18] may be able to

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and

height and depth, [19] and to know the love of Christ which surpasses

knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 

2. Be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man:

Strengthened with God’s power, by means of the indwelling HS, in

our inner being (thoughts, longings, values, intentions, conscience,

character). Why? Because this is where the war for our soul rages. All

Christians need this inner strengthening!

3. So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith: The Christian

life is a life of faith. Faith is essential to living it as it is intended to

be lived. Rarely does immediate relief from trials, tribulation, and

temptation build faith.  Note James 1:2-4. Therefore, pray for growth

in faith and not against what builds faith!

4. Being rooted and grounded in love, so as to comprehend what love is:

Do you believe in love, or in being loved? As God’s people we ought to

believe in love! Pray for ownership of love and don’t pray against

circumstances/people that build/test this ownership!

5. To know the love of Christ: To know His love for us and our love for

Him. We continually face discouragement, and knowing He loves us

is a great encouragement. But we also continually face placing other

things and people before Him, and so loving Him first and foremost

helps keep us on track. So as you pray, remember that knowing He

loves us is wonderful for us – so pray accordingly.  Yet loving Him is

wonderful for Him – and should be as important to us as His love for

us is important to us. So again, pray accordingly!



6. To be filled up to all the fullness of God: This is the goal. May our

prayers reflect the fact that we cherish being as full of God and as much

like Christ as is humanly possible. If we cherish these more than relief

or healing or some other temporary gain, it will be reflected in what

we pray for each other. 

V. Conclusion


