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I. The Way Of Faith Results In Justification
A. Romans 10:8-13 . . . But what does it say? "The Word is near you, in your

mouth and in your heart"—that is, the word of faith which we are
preaching, [9] that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved; [10] for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. [11] For the
Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed." [12]
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord
is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; [13] for
"Whoever will call on the name of the LORD will be saved."

B. Prayer

II. Review
A. In Romans 10:1-8, Paul explains three important truths that deal with

the unbelief of the Jews and their commitment to pursue justification
by means of works rather than faith. 
1. First, Paul tells us that the Jews rejected God’s standard of practical,

day-to-day righteousness as found in the law, and they rejected Jesus
Christ as their redeemer and the only God approved means of
justification and eternal life. 

2. Second, Paul explains that living according to the righteousness
taught in the law results in justification. However, as we know from
other scriptures, you have to keep the whole law perfectly to be
justified, and that is where we weak humans fall short. 

3. Third, Paul says that faith in, and obedience to Jesus Christ is as
accessible and as possible as trusting in and obeying the law. 

B. This brings us to Romans 10:9-10. These three verses, like Romans 9:1-
29, need far more explanation in our day than those to whom they were
first written. And why is this the case? Because some of the popular
theology of our day blinds us to the fuller implications of what these verses
say. However, I do not want to sidetrack us by discussing the misleading
theologies of our day, or misuse of these verses. Instead, I will focus on
explaining the meaning of these verses, and leave you to consider the
reasons for needing this much explanation. 



III. The confessing and believing that results in salvation
A. Romans 10:9 . . . that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved;
1. The first thing to notice here is that Paul is setting out a path to

salvation, and he explains the path in what seems like the simplest
of terms. And those simple terms make is seem as if all one has to
do is say certain words and believe certain truths in order to be saved?
Lets find out if that is the case. 

2. If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, 
a. To confess with your mouth means to publicly acknowledge, to

agree with, or to solemnly declare that something is true, and
you are committed to living according to that truth. 
(1) For example, if you confess to committing a crime, you are

declaring your guilt, and to live accordingly is to willingly
accept the consequences. 

(2) Therefore, to confess Jesus as Lord is to publicly agree that
Jesus is your Master and proceed by living as one who is
willingly submitting to His will. 

b. In addition to personally living according to your confession, if
you confess something that naturally makes you part of a larger
group or community, then to live accordingly is to harmoniously
live as a member in good standing with that group. And for us,
that group is the universal Body of Christ and our local church. 

3. This raises the question: Why is publicly confessing Jesus as Lord
so vital for salvation? To answer this question, we will begin by
focusing on the confessing part. 
a. Jesus declared the significance of public confession when He said:

“Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also
confess him before My Father who is in heaven. [33] But whoever
denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who
is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33). 

b. Jesus made a similar statement bout being ashamed of believing
in and giving allegiance to Him. He said: “For whoever is ashamed
of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when
He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels” (Luke 9:26). 

c. John approached the significance of this issue from the positive
side in 1 John 4:15 . . . Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son
of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 



d. Finally, in Philippians 2:9-11, Paul says confessing Jesus as
Lord has universal significance, because a day is coming when
all mankind – from Adam to the last person born, an d from the
most saintly believer to the most vile unbeliever – everyone will
kneel before Jesus in humble submission and confess that He is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

4. Now that we have considered the significance of confessing, I want
to focus on the one we are confessing, and that is Jesus. Why is it
so important to confess that Jesus is the Lord? 
a. Jesus is the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew word Yeshua

(which means it is spelled the same in Hebrew and Greek). Yeshua
is a shortened version of the Hebrew word Yehoshua, which in
English is translated Joshua. Joshua means, Jehovah saves
or Jehovah delivers. 

b. Therefore, to publicly confess the name “Jesus” is to publicly
proclaim that you believe Jesus is the savior of the world, and
that in response to His saving you, you will live accordingly, which
means freely giving Him your allegiance. 

5. And this brings us to the last word in this confession, which is Lord. 
a. The first thing I want to bring to your attention is that Paul

speaks of confessing Jesus AS Lord. And when we use the word
AS in this way, we mean that Jesus and Lord are one and the
same person. Therefore, you cannot trust in Him as your savior
without submitting to Him as your Lord. 

b. The second thing I want to bring to your attention is that in the
NT, the word Lord is the translation of the Greek word “kurios”
which is the same Greek word used for “Jehovah” in the Greek
OT (Septuagint). 

c. Therefore, the ultimate significance of Jesus being your Lord is
that in humbly submitting to and obeying Jesus, you are humbly
submitting to and obeying God. 

d. Finally, to confess Jesus as Lord is to publicly proclaim you give
supreme allegiance to no other lord or master or god than Jesus
Christ. In other words, He is Lord of everything, because if He
is not Lord over every area of your life, then your serve someone
or something else as the supreme lord over your life. 

6. When we put this all together, we can see that no practicing Jew,
and no shrewd Gentile who wanted to stay on the good side of the
Roman Empire, would publicly confess Jesus as Lord. 



a. For the Jew, such a confession would cost him his acceptance in
the family, the community, and the nation. He would become an
outcast, probably be persecuted in some way, and possibly be
imprisoned or put to death. 
(1) We know this is true from history. For example, the Book of

Acts tells us what pre-conversion Paul was doing to Chris-
tians, and what the Jews did to Paul after his conversion. 

(2) Beyond the stories in Acts, we have an explicit reference to
the persecution of converted Jews in Hebrews 10:32 . . . But
remember the former days, when, after being enlightened,
you endured a great conflict of sufferings, [33] partly by being
made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations,
and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so
treated. [34] For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and
accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that
you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. 

b. Similar to the way unbelieving Jews treated believing Jews,
anyone within the Roman Empire who declared Jesus as their
Lord while refusing to declare Caesar as lord, were at the least,
mistreated, and at the worst, painfully put to death. 

7. The point of this is that at the time Paul wrote Romans, almost
everyone understood the cost of making a public confession that Jesus
is the Lord, and that He is my Lord. 
a. And when I speak of the cost, I am speaking of the cost to yourself 

and your family. At the least you would become social outcasts,
and at the worst, persecuted, imprisoned, or put to death. 

b. In other words, probably no one at that time needed it explained
to them that confessing with their mouth Jesus as Lord meant
they were supposed to live according to all the implications of
such as confession. Why? Because no one would pay the price of
confessing if they weren’t committed to living accordingly. 

c. Therefore, it is doubtful anyone at that time believed they would
be justified and given eternal life by the mere act of publicly
saying Jesus is Lord without living accordingly. And may we fear
God and love God and know the scriptures well enough to avoid
making such an assumption today. 

B. Romans 10:9 . . . that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved;



1. and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
2. The most significant point we must deal with in this statement is

believing that God raised Jesus from the dead. 
a. Though we believe this as one of the foundational truths of our

religion, the Jews of Paul’s day weren’t very willing to believe
this – and let me give you just two reasons. 

b. First, they were being taught that Jesus did not rise from the
dead, but rather, His body disappeared because His disciples came
during the night and stole it from the grave to make it look like
He had risen from the dead. 

c. Second, the normal Jewish belief about anyone who died such
a painful and shameful death was that God was punishing them,
not using them to do some great good, and then glorifying them. 

d. We see just how strong this belief was among the Jews in
Matthew 27:39-44 . . . And those passing by were hurling abuse
at [Jesus], wagging their heads [40] and saying, “You who are
going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”
[41] In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes
and elders, were mocking Him and saying, [42] “He saved others;
He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now
come down from the cross, and we will believe in Him. [43] He
trusts in God; let God rescue Him now, if He delights in Him;
for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ”

3. When we believe that God raised Jesus from the dead, it means we
are also believing that God looked on Jesus with love and  favor, and
it means we agree that God ultimately glorified Jesus by raising Him
from the dead And if we believe this, it means we must deal with the
next significant point found in this statement, which is, to believe
in your heart. 
a. The reason this is so importance is because, of all the parts of

man, the heart is the part that most powerfully influences
behavior – both good behavior and bad behavior. 

b. Jesus addresses the power of the heart to influence both good and
bad behavior in Matthew 12:34-35 . . . You brood of vipers, how
can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks
out of that which fills the heart. [35] The good man brings out
of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings
out of his evil treasure what is evil. 



c. Therefore, believing something in your heart has far more
influence over your behavior than agreeing with that same truth
in your mind – which is why we can mentally agree with many
truths yet continue living contrary to them. 

4. There is one more significant point we must take from Paul’s words
about believing in our heart that God raised Jesus from the dead.
And this point has to do with the purpose of and impact on our
Christian life of Christ’s resurrection. 
a. From the beginning of our study of Romans, I have encouraged

you to look at this book as a unified whole where each preceding
part has importance to and a modifying influence over what comes
after. In other words, each specific statement is to be understood
within its immediate context, and that immediate context is to
be understood within the context of all of Romans, and all of
Romans is to be understood within the context of the entire Bible. 

b. Therefore, we must look back to Romans 6 to gain a better
understanding of the significance of believing in our heart that
God raised Jesus from the dead. And as you may recall, it is in
Romans 6 that Paul makes it clear that there is a direct link,
via baptism, between Christ’s death and resurrection and our
dying to sin and living a godly life. For example:
(1) Romans 6:3-6 . . . Do you not know that all of us who have

been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His
death? [4] Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. [5] For if we have become united with Him
in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the
likeness of His resurrection, [6] knowing this, that our old
self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be
slaves to sin. 

(2) Romans 6:12-14 . . . Therefore do not let sin reign in your
mortal body so that you obey its lusts, [13] and do not go on
presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments
of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. [14] For sin shall not be master over
you. 



(3) In other words, believing in your heart that Jesus is alive
becomes a significant part of your motivation to live as one
who has died to sin and has been raised with Christ to live
a righteous life, unto God, day by day. 

C. Romans 10:10 . . . for with the heart a person believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
1. For with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness

a. As we just saw from the end of vs 9, believing in the heart leads
to godly living, or the practical outworking of righteousness, or
what Paul speaks of in Romans 8:29, Christ-likeness. 

b. And this righteousness on our part, coupled with the perfect
righteousness of Jesus Christ, results in justification and the gift
of eternal life.

2. And with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
a. As we talked about earlier, publicly confessing Jesus as Lord leads

to living according to your confession, both personally and as a
community of believers. 

b. And to live according to that confession means humbly submitting
to and obeying the Lord Jesus. And as Paul says at the end of
Romans 6, the outcome of righteous living is eternal life. 

3. There is one more thing I want to point out about this verse. Notice
the two RESULTING IN phrases, because they associate two things:
righteous living on our part, and the gift of salvation on God’s part. 

IV. Conclusion
A. From the earliest days of the church down to today, there have been a

number of creeds and confessions used in the church. For example, there
is the Apostles Creed, the Nicene creed, the Augsburg Confession, the
Geneva Confession (Calvin), and the Westminster Confession. Though
some are prone to say the words without a heartfelt commitment to live
according to them, listen and ponder the way you live as I read again
Romans 10:9-10. 

B. Romans 10:9-10 . . . If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved; [10] for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 


