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I. For most, not having heard means not having listened
A. Romans 10:16-11:6 . . . However, they did not all heed the good news;

for Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our report?" [17] So faith comes
from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. [18] But I say, surely
they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; "Their voice has
gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world."
[19] But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they? First Moses says,
"I will make you jealous by that which is not a nation, by a nation without
understanding will I anger you." [20] And Isaiah is very bold and says,
"I was found by those who did not seek Me, I became manifest to those
who did not ask for Me." [21] But as for Israel He says, "All the day long
I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate people."
[11:1] I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never
be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of
Benjamin. [2] God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or
do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah,
how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] "Lord, they have killed Your
prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they
are seeking my life." [4] But what is the divine response to him? "I have
kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to
Baal." [5] In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present
time a remnant according to God's gracious choice. [6] But if it is by grace,
it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. 

B. Prayer

II. Not listening is the reason they did not hear
A. As you may recall from last Sunday, Paul comes into Romans 10:16

having just dealt with the inference that God has not, as yet, sent a
dependable preacher to tell the Jews to turn from seeking justification
through the law to seeking it through faith – including faith in Jesus
Christ, and to turn from the works of the law to faithful obedience to the
Lord Jesus Christ. 
1. Paul responds to this inferred failure on God’s part by quoting from

Isaiah 52:7, and he uses this quote to verify that way back in Isaiah’s
day God had sent messengers with sufficient information that the
Jews of Paul’s day – who read or heard Isaiah’s words – would be



adequately prepared to put their faith in Jesus Christ and in His
redeeming work on their behalf. Therefore, the problem is not that
God had not spoken or the Jews had never heard, but they did not
heed, or proper attention to what God said. 

2. In vs 17, Paul affirms the importance of hearing the gospel as a means
of understanding it in order to trust in it, for as he says, faith in Jesus
Christ comes by hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

3. And this brings us to vs 18, where Paul returns to dealing with the
inference that Israel was never told about their need to trust in Jesus
Christ and live a life of faithful obedience in order to be justified. 

B. Romans 10:18 . . . But I say, surely they (the unbelieving Jews) have
never heard, have they? Indeed they have; "Their voice has gone out into
all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world." 
1. In spite of raising the four progressive questions (vs. 14-15a) that

God had not told Israel about Jesus, and in spite of answering them
with a quote from Isaiah, it appears Paul’s opponents and probably
some inquisitive new Christians were not satisfied with his answer. 

2. So this time, Paul represents them with a question that is more
adamant than the four progressive questions that the Jews have not
heard anything from God about justification by faith. 

3. Then as he does so often in Romans, Paul answers with scripture,
and this time he refers to Psalm 19, which begins with, “The heavens
declare the glory of God; the firmament shows the creation of His
hands. [2] Day to day utters speech, and night to night reveals
knowledge. [3] There is no speech nor language where their voice is
not heard. [4] Their proclamation went forth into all the earth, and
their words to the ends of the world. (Psalm 19:1-4 Septuagint). 
a. Here in Romans 10:18, Paul only quotes Psalm 19:4, “Their voice

(the voice of creation) went forth into all the earth, and their words
(the words of creation) to the ends of the world. 

b. However, even though Paul only quotes vs 4, the context of Psalm
19 tells us that every day, all day, from Adam and Eve to the last
person alive on the earth – including the unbelieving Jews of
Paul’s day, creation clearly speaks of God’s existence, His power,
His wisdom, and His goodness toward His creation. 

4. This is not the first time Paul made this point, for in Romans 1:18-20,
when Paul was addressing the problem of universal unbelief, he said:
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteous-



ness, [19] because that which is known about God is evident within
them; for God made it evident to them. [20] For since the creation
of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has
been made, so that they are without excuse.” 

5. The point here is that regardless of what anyone says about not
knowing there is a God and that He is good, the reality is that
everyone, be they Jew or Gentile, has heard at least creation’s
message about God. 

6. To this response by Paul, it appears that some of the new Christians
and skeptics came back with another question. 

C. Romans 10:19a . . . But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they? 
1. What this question infers is that even though creation speaks about

God, it’s message doesn’t clearly tell us anything about being justified
by faith, or the necessity of putting faith in Jesus Christ as the only
means of eternal salvation, or that God was going to treat Gentiles
as part of His covenant people without them keeping the signs of the
covenant – such as Temple worship, and taking the seal of the
covenant, which is circumcision. 

2. In other words, the inference of the question is that it is unfair to say
the Jews heard from creation the message Paul is preaching. To this
inference, Paul responds with three quotations from the OT, and we
will look at them one by one. 

D. Romans 10:19b . . . First Moses says, "I will make you jealous by that
which is not a nation, by a nation without understanding will I anger
you."
1. This quote comes from Deuteronomy 32:21, which is just about in

the middle of the Song of Moses. Now I won’t read the entire Song
of Moses, but to help us see the importance of the song and this
particular quote, I will read the account of how this song came about. 

2. Deuteronomy 31:16-22 . . .  The LORD said to Moses, "Behold, you
are about to lie down with your fathers; and this people will arise
and play the harlot with the strange gods of the land, into the midst
of which they are going, and will forsake Me and break My covenant
which I have made with them. [17] Then My anger will be kindled
against them in that day, and I will forsake them and hide My face
from them, and they will be consumed, and many evils and troubles
will come upon them; so that they will say in that day, 'Is it not



because our God is not among us that these evils have come upon
us?' [18] But I will surely hide My face in that day because of all the
evil which they will do, for they will turn to other gods. [19] Now
therefore, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the sons
of Israel; put it on their lips, so that this song may be a witness
for Me against the sons of Israel. [20] For when I bring them into the
land flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to their fathers, and
they have eaten and are satisfied and become prosperous, then they
will turn to other gods and serve them, and spurn Me and break My
covenant. [21] Then it shall come about, when many evils and troubles
have come upon them, that this song will testify before them as
a witness (for it shall not be forgotten from the lips of their
descendants); for I know their intent which they are developing
today, before I have brought them into the land which I swore." [22] So
Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it to the sons of
Israel. 

3. In taking a quote from the Song of Moses, Paul is validating the fact
that before Israel entered the Promised Land, Moses warned them
through the words of this song that God will bring untold numbers
of non-Jews into the circle of His covenant people, justify them, and
give them eternal life. And because this song was to be memorized
and sung over and over again by generation after generation, no Jew
from that time forward has any excuse for not knowing that God is
going to justify Gentiles and give them eternal life. 

E. The next two quotes in Romans 10:20-21, are taken from Isaiah 65:1-2.
The first quote affirms God’s gracious inclusion of Gentiles in His family,
and the second explains why God’s chosen people, the Jews, are not
automatically justified simply because they are Jews. 
1. And to prepare us to look at each quote, I want to read the Septuagint

version of Isaiah 65:1-5. 
2. “I was manifest to (seen by) those who did not seek Me; I was found

by those who did not ask for Me. I said, ‘Behold, I am here (revealed
Myself),’ to a nation that did not call on My name. [2] I stretched out
My hands (a gesture of invitation) the whole day long to a people who
disobeyed and contradicted Me (denied the truth of what God said
by asserting the opposite), who did not walk in the true way (rebelled
against God’s revealed way), but after their sins (their own devised
teachings and theology that made them think it was safe to serve God
and practice sin at the same time). [3] This is a people who provoke



Me continually to My face (they don’t try to  hide their sin from God,
they sinned openly). They sacrifice in gardens and burn incense on
bricks to the demons, which do not exist; [4] and they sleep in graves
and caves for the sake of dreams (to get a word or vision from the
gods), they (the idolatrous Jews) who eat swine’s flesh and the sauce
of their sacrifices, which defiles all their vessels; [5] who say, ‘Stay
away from me; do not come near me, for I am clean (these same
idolatrous Jews don’t want to get too close to sinners lest they become
religiously unclean, which is laughable because they are already
unclean from their own sinful ways).’ This is the smoke of My anger
(the sinful ways of Israel); a fire burns in it (God’s anger) all day long. 

3. Now, lets return to the first of these second two quotes. 

F. Romans 10:20 (Isaiah 65:1). . . And Isaiah is very bold and says, "I
was found by those who did not seek Me, I became manifest to those who
did not ask for Me (or who had no idea where to look for me)." 
1. In this first verse of Isaiah 65, Isaiah is making it very clear that

those who God justifies and to whom He gives eternal life are not only
Jews, but also Gentiles – from every nation, tribe, and language. 

2. Jumping ahead about 700 years, Jesus said something similar when
talking to the Centurion who asked Jesus to heal his paralyzed
servant. We read this in Matthew 8:11-12, “I say to you that many
will come from east and west (non-Jews), and recline at the table with
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven (as if they are
family members by birth); but the sons of the kingdom (Jews – actual
family members by birth) will be cast out into the outer darkness;
in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

3. So again, according to their own scripture, the Jews of Paul’s day have
heard enough to be able to accept Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles and
his message about justification by faith in Jesus Christ. 

G. Romans 10:21 (Isaiah 65:2). . . But as for Israel He says, "All the day
long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate people."
1. The picture here is of God being consistently loving, patient, and

merciful while waiting with open arms for the Jews to repent of their
disobedience and stubborn resistance to the will and word of God,
and begin living according to God’s will and standard of righteousness.

2. To give us an idea of just how disobedient and resistant to God’s voice
the Jews were, we only have to look at Isaiah 1:2-4 . . . Listen, O
heavens, and hear, O earth; for the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared



and brought up, but they have revolted against Me. [3] An ox knows
its owner, and a donkey its master's manger, but Israel does not know,
My people do not understand." [4] Alas, sinful nation, people weighed
down with iniquity, offspring of evildoers, sons who act corruptly!
They have abandoned the LORD, they have despised the Holy One
of Israel, they have turned away from Him. (Note also: Isaiah 58)

H. Romans 11:1-4 . . . I say then, God has not rejected (thrown away,
discarded) His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. [2] (This is proof that)
God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know
what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with
God against Israel? [3] "Lord, They have killed Your prophets, they have
torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking my life."
[4] But what is the divine response to him? "I have kept for Myself seven
thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." 
1. If God had rejected the Jews as a group, Paul would be rejected too.

But he wasn’t rejected, for we know God chose him, brought him to
conversion, and placed him in His service. And beyond Paul, we have
the disciples, who were all Jews, and the 500 followers – referenced
by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:6 – who most likely were all Jews or
at least most of them were converted Jews. 

2. The point is, God is not automatically justifying the Jews, and because
of their rebellious and obstinate behavior, many are unjustified, yet
the fact remains that whoever will call on the name of the Lord
will be saved – and that includes any and every Jew. 

3. Beyond using himself as proof that God has not rejected His people,
Paul reaches into the scriptures and uses the story of Elijah to lend
support to what he is saying. 
a. Paul’s reference comes from I Kings 19, which tells the story of

Elijah fleeing from Jezebel after defeating the priests of Baal in
that great contest of “whose God hears and answers.” It during
that time of fleeing that Elijah said to God, “I have been very
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have
forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your
prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my
life, to take it away” (1 Kings 19:14).” 

b. To this, God responded with, “I will leave 7,000 in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal and every mouth that has not
kissed him” (1 Kings 19:18).



4. Then, in vs 5-6, Paul explains why he used this quote from 1 Kings. 

I. Romans 11:5-6 . . . In the same way then, there has also come to be at
the present time a remnant according to God's gracious choice (or
choice of grace). [6] But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of
works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. 
1. It is generally understood that the 7000 number is a representative

number rather than an exact number. However, the fact remains that
it represents a small group within Israel who  remained faithful to
God in the face of great pressure to worship Baal. In like manner,
the remnant of Jewish believers in Paul’s day represents a small
number in comparison to the many who still would not believe. 

2. And though we ought to be saddened by the small number of people
in our own day who repent, trust in Jesus for salvation, and proceed
to live a life of faithful obedience, we ought not to be surprised. 
a. Even Jesus commented on this sad reality when he said, “Enter

through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through
it. [14] For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads
to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 

b. And Luke records Jesus as saying, “Strive to enter through the
narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not
be able” (Luke 13:24). 

c. However, though the numbers are small in each generation, they
accumulate over the years to become a great host of people that
God has justified and who will live with Him forever. 

3. In vs 6, Paul wraps up his teaching that God has not rejected the
Jews even though He does not justify them just because they are Jews.
And in his wrap up, Paul reminds us that if God’s choice of who He
justifies and to whom He gives eternal life is by grace, then it is no
longer on the basis of works, for if it is still on the basis of works, then
grace is no longer grace, but a payment owed for work rendered. 

III. Conclusion
A. Ephesians 2:8-10 . . . For by grace you have been saved through faith;

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; [9] not as a result of works,
so that no one may boast. [10] For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we
would walk in them. 


