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I. Another reason for Gentile believers to be humble about being saved
A. Romans 11:25-32 . . . For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed

of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that
a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in; [26] and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is
written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness
from Jacob. [27] This is My covenant with them, when I take away their
sins." [28] From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your
sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake
of the fathers; [29] for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
[30] For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been
shown mercy because of their disobedience, [31] so these also now have
been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may
now be shown mercy. [32] For God has shut up all in disobedience so that
He may show mercy to all. 

B. As I said when we began our study of Romans 9, these next three
chapters (Romans 9-11) represent some of the most debated portions
of scripture. And the reason, is because there are portions in them that
are used to support Calvinism, Arminianism, eternal security, and the
teaching that a born again Christian can fall away from the faith.
However, one of the most challenging portions is found in Romans 11:25-
27, and we will be looking at these verses today. 
1. But before we do, I want to assure you that we will finish the heavily

doctrinal and theological portions of Romans today, which means we
will be moving on to the more practical and personally applicable
portions of Romans in the coming weeks. 

2. And there is one more thing I want to say before we look at the verses
for today. I am grateful for your patience and endurance as we have
worked through these first 11 chapters of Romans. Though they are
doctrinally rich and theologically important, it is possible it has been
a bit boring for you. I trust you have gotten something of value from
these chapters. I know I have been richly blessed, not only in gaining
clarity in my understanding of Romans, but also in repeatedly
experiencing God’s gracious help in seeing and grasping the meaning
of what Paul wrote. And for this, I thank God and you. 
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II. Another reason for Gentile believers to be humble about being saved
A. To keep the larger context in mind for vs 25, I want to remind you that

from vs 16-32, Paul is primarily warning Gentile believers to run from
spiritual pride, that is, to run from the arrogance of thinking that the
breaking off of unbelieving Jews from the cultivated olive tree (God’s
family) and our being grafted in must mean we are more precious to God
than the Jews, and in fact so special that God will never do to us what
He has done to the Jews. 
1. Therefore, in vs 18, Paul warns us against this kind of arrogance. 
2. In vs 20, he warns us not to be conceited, and instead, to fear. 
3. And in vs 25, Paul warns us against thinking we are the wise ones,

that is, that we have figured out what the Jews haven’t. 

B. Romans 11:25 . . . For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed
of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that
a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in. The mystery Paul is speaking of has two parts.
1. First, though God has hardened the unbelieving, rebellious Jews by

giving them a spirit of stupor, blinded eyes, and dulled ears, He has
not done this to bring about their eternal damnation, but rather to
make it harder for them to come to faith – and this He has done as
punishment for their prolonged sinfulness. 

2. Second, though God has used the Jews rebellion and unbelief to
universally pursue Gentiles and bring them into His family through
faith, He offers the same path of salvation to the Jews. Any
unbelieving Jew who comes to repentance and faith will be grafted
back in to the tree from which they were broken off. In addition, a
day is coming when God will pursue the Jews again as He has been
pursuing the Gentiles – and He will do this because of His promises
and covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

3. Therefore, we Gentile believers are never to think we are better than
the Jews, or that we are now more important or more favored in the
sight of God than the Jews. They began as God’s chosen people and
they remain so, even though many of them are out of favor with Him.
We began as outsiders, and we are allowed in only by faith. 

4. Now the question is, if every Israelite is so precious to God, when will
He pursue the Jews as He is currently pursuing the Gentiles? When
will He ease up on the hardening, or in some way make it easier for
them to come to repentance and faith? When will He pour out His
Spirit upon them and give them new hearts? 



a. According to vs 25, this will happen when the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in. But when is that? The fact is, in spite
of all the speculation, and in spite of all the scriptures used to
support the speculation, and in spite of all the teachings and books
that present the speculation as undeniable truth, we don’t know.

b. We do know from Luke 21:20-24, that Israel as a nation will be
defeated by an outside foe, many will be killed, many carried away
into captivity, and the rest will be scattered, and to Israel’s shame,
Jerusalem will be ruled by Gentiles until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled. 
(1) It is commonly thought that Rome started the fulfillment of

this prophecy (70 AD), the Muslim Rulers continued its
fulfillment, and today, world pressure from Gentile nations,
both Muslim and non-Muslim, keep Israel from having full
control over Jerusalem. 

(2) Now without knowing for certain that this is the right
understanding, this explanation seems the most plausible
– which therefore means the fullness of the Gentiles or the
times of the Gentiles are not yet fulfilled. 

C. Romans 11:26-27 . . . and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written,
"The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from
Jacob. [27] This is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins."
1. And so all Israel will be saved – This is one of those statements

that students of God’s word are powerfully tempted to lift from its
context and make more of than the context admits. 
a. Those who take it out of context usually create an explanation

as to how ALL Israel can be saved by drawing from certain
prophetic scriptures, and from certain historical facts, and from
claiming the probability of certain events in the future. 

b. However, we know that the words “all Israel” does not apply to
the unbelieving Jews prior to and up to Paul’s day, because Paul
teaches in Romans 2,3, 9-11, that the Jews are not automatically
justified, and in fact, most are still unjustified. And to this, Paul
adds that they have been separated (broken off) from God as a
result of their unbelief. 

c. Paul also makes it clear that from Christ forward, everyone,
including Jews, must come to God in faith, trust in the redeeming
work of Jesus Christ, and live a life of faithful obedience to be
justified. Therefore, the larger context tells us that the “all



Israel” does not include unbelieving Jews, from Abraham to at
least the time when the fulness of the Gentiles comes. 

2. However, keeping the “all Israel will be saved” within its context
does not solve all our problems, for there is no easy or completely
defensible explanation for the qualifying word “all.” 
a. But, if we treat this problem as a mystery we cannot yet answer,

and if we allow the context to guide our understanding of where
Paul is taking us, we see that Paul is warning us, that is, the
believing Gentiles, for the third time, that we are never to think
we are spiritually superior to the Jews. 

b. At this point I want to quickly review the first two warnings for
the sole purpose of keeping vs 25-27 within their context. 
(1) In vs 18, Paul says not to be arrogant because we Gentile

believers do not support the root of the tree into which we
have been grafted, the root supports us. 

(2) And in vs 20-23, Paul say we are not to be conceited, but
rather fearful because we bring nothing to God but our faith.
At least the Jews bring the heritage of being Abraham’s
descendants, and they ar recipients of the law, the temple,
and the seal of circumcision. And besides, Paul says, if we
go back into unbelief, God will break us off just like He has
the unbelieving Jews. 

3. The point is, the “all Israel will be saved” statement is part of a
larger context in which Paul is warning Gentile believers to run from
spiritual arrogance. And this statement is part of Paul’s third
warning, where Paul’s reason for humility is the fact that a time is
coming when God will remove the hardening, the blinders, the ear
plugs, and the ungodliness from Israel, and take away their sins. 
a. Or in other words, just as God pursued the Gentiles, He will once

again pursue the Jews, and when this happens, Paul says “all
Israel will be saved.” 

b. Does this solve all our problems? No. But neither does it take this
single statement and give it a life of its own. 

4. As he often does, Paul uses scripture (OT-Septuagint) to support his
teachings. And in Romans 11:26b-27, Paul quotes from two OT
passages. The way Paul wrote his quote goes like this: “The Deliverer
will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob. This
is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.” 
a. The first and longest part of this quote comes from Isaiah 59:20-

21a . . . “He who delivers shall come for Zion’s sake, and He shall



turn back ungodliness from Jacob. [21a] This shall be my covenant
with them, says the Lord.” 

b. The final part of the quote appears to come from the final words
of Jeremiah 31:34. However, to give you the fuller context so
you better understand why Paul referred to this prophecy, I will
read vs 31-34 . . . “Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD,
"when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah, [32] not like the covenant which I made
with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke,
although I was a husband to them. [33] But this is the covenant
which I will make with the house of Israel after those days, I will
put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and
I will be their God, and they shall be My people. [34] They will
not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother,
saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the
least of them to the greatest of them, for I will forgive their
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 

5. As I have already stated, these verses represent Paul’s third
exhortation to believing Gentiles to flee any hint of spiritual arrogance
and cling to humility. After all, we are the wild olive branches while
the Jews are the cultivated olive branches. And though we enjoy God’s
focused attention now, Israel will receive that same focused attention
once again, just as they did after their 70 years of captivity by the
Babylonians and the Medes and Persians. 
a. And it is God’s dealings with Israel before, during, and after the

captivity that helps us understand that God is simply promising
to do again what He has done before. 

b. For example, before Israel went into captivity, God pursued them
and urged them to repent. During their captivity, God stood back
and allowed them to experience the fuller effects of their
punishment. But when the 70 years where completed, God again
pursued them as before. 

c. Therefore, it is my opinion that Paul’s teaching about the future
of the Jews being saved mirrors God’s activity in Israel’s past. 

D. Romans 11:28-29 . . . From the standpoint of the gospel they (the
rebellious, unbelieving Jews) are enemies (of God, and subsequently, the
gospel) for your sake (believing Gentiles), but from the standpoint of God's
choice (remember, God chose Abraham out of all the people on the earth)



they are beloved for the sake of the fathers (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob);
[29] for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
1. The phrase, “the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable,” refers

to the calling of Abraham to be the Father of a great nation (i.e., Israel
to begin with, and then the church), and to the gifts from God of
covenants and promises to Abraham and his descendants. 

2. Paul’s point in saying God’s gifts and calling are irrevocable is to
affirm that God’s gifts and calling and covenants and promises to
Abraham are the reasons He continues to love the Jews and will one
day release them from their hardening and pursue them in the same
merciful, gracious way He is currently pursuing Gentiles. 

3. This is a great truth, which ought to encourage us as much as it ought
to give hope to unbelieving Jews. And the truth is, God will never
break or neglect or fail to fulfill His side of a covenant. He will never
break His promises. Or as Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:13, though we
become faithless in our treatment of God, He remains faithful. 

4. Now the challenge we face is keeping this profound truth in its proper
perspective. Our humanity wants to believe that though we fail to
live up to our side of a covenant or meet the conditions of a promise,
God will continue dealing with us as though the covenant or promise
is in full force. However, this view of God ignores the fuller revelation
of scripture and the established definitions for the word covenant and
the two words, conditional promise. 
a. Without question, God will never fail to fulfill His part of the

covenants He has established with us – as long as the covenant
is in full force. However, the only way for any two-sided covenant
to be kept in full force is for both sides to fulfill their part of the
agreement. If one side breaks the agreement, the covenant is no
longer in force. The same is true with conditional promises. 

b. And yet, even after we fail to fulfill our side, God is patient,
merciful, forgiving, and willing to continue keeping His side of
the covenant or promise in hopes we will confess, repent, and
return to keeping our side of the covenant or fulfill the conditions
of the promise. 

c. The point is simply this, the gifts and calling of God will never
be revoked, but neither will they be unconditionally fulfilled. We
can nullify the covenant or the promise by rebelling and forsaking
our side of the agreement. And yet, if we repent, confess, and
return to living by  faith, God will pick up where He left off and
continue fulfilling His side of the covenant and His promises. 



E. Romans 11:30 . . . For just as you (believing Gentiles) once were
disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their
disobedience (that is, the disobedience of the Jews), 
1. This is a repeat of Paul’s teaching in vs 11-12, which in essence says

that the Jews disobedience opened the door for God’s mercy to be
poured out on the Gentile world through the preaching of the gospel.

2. In other words, the Jews failure to live by faith and faithful obedience
opened the door for us Gentiles to live by faith and faithful obedience
without having to keep the ceremonial and sacrificial requirements
of the law, and without having to be circumcised. 

F. Romans 11:31 . . . so these (unbelieving Jews) also now have been
disobedient (are continuing in disobedience), that because of the mercy
shown to you (believing Gentiles) they also may now be shown mercy (most
probably, through the spread of the gospel by believing Gentiles). 

G. Romans 11:32 . . . For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He
may show mercy to all. 
1. This statement is best understood by going back to Romans 1, where

Paul speaks of Gentiles (there were no Jews at that time) as both
turning away from and against God. In response, God turned them
over or opened the way for them to get involved in evil they had
previously not committed, or possibly even thought of. And this
increased level of evil made it harder for them/us to come to faith. 

2. The same thing happened to God’s chosen people. They turned away
from God and rebelled against Him. In response God hardened their
hearts so as to make it harder for them to come to faith. One of the
outcomes of their hardening was an opening of the door to Gentiles
to hear the gospel and come to faith. And one of the outcomes of the
Gentiles coming to faith is an eventual reopening of the door for
unbelieving Jews to come to faith. This is the mercy of God in action.

III. Conclusion
A. Romans 11:33-36 . . . Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathom-
able His ways! [34] For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who
became His counselor? [35] Or who has first given to Him that it might
be paid back to him again? [36] For from Him and through Him and to
Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 


