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I. The proper functioning of the Church
A. Romans 12:9-13 . . . Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil;

cling to what is good. [10] Be devoted to one another in brotherly love;
give preference to one another in honor; [11] not lagging behind in
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; [12] rejoicing in hope,
persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, [13] contributing to the
needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 

B. Review:
1. These verses deal with life in the church, and though we are wise

to learn valuable personal lessons from them, the context is dealing
with our relationships as members in the Body of Christ. And so to
keep these verses in their context, let me remind you that Paul begins
Romans 12 by talking about holiness. To holiness, he adds trans-
formed thinking. To transformed thinking he adds humility, sustained
by sound judgment – which is especially important when it comes
to taking our God-given place and level of function in the church. To
humility and sound judgment, Paul adds an explanation of what God’s
gifts look like and how they are to work so that the church functions
according to God’s will. And to all of this, Paul adds love, which we
are to protect from the impurity of hypocrisy. 

2. Now, I am confident this foundation is sufficient to properly under-
stand and apply what Paul says in vs 10-13 concerning how we are
to behave as members in the Body of Christ and in this particular
church. But because of the culture in which we live, and because
culture has the power to influence how we think about life, I am going
to add one more consideration to all that Paul has said in vs 1-9. 

C. Prayer

II. Godly ways of dealing with one another as members of the Body of Christ
A. We live in a culture that promotes individuality, and it exalts personal

rights, following your heart, and pursuing your dreams. In our culture
the individual is king while the interests, expectations, and well-being
of the family are secondary. 

B. We see the truth of this in the fact that our government has made the
age of eighteen the time when children are legally freed from being under
their parents’ authority – regardless of what their family believes or says.



1. However, this is not the way of every culture in our world today, and
it was not the way of the dominant cultures when the NT was written. 
a. At that time, the Greek, Roman, and Jewish cultures were the

dominate cultures . And in those three cultures, the family was
king, not the individual. 

b. Therefore, the family’s interests, expectations, and well-being
took precedence over the individuals wants or desires. As a result,
the individual family members saw themselves as subservient
to their families rather than their families subservient to them.

c. Now though the family was king, they were not free to mistreat
any of their members, for such mistreatment was taboo in those
cultures. In fact, in each of these cultures it was the normal
expectation that family members were to be cared for, protected,
treated with respect,  supported rather than competed against,
trusted rather than treated with suspicion, and given preferential
treatment over those outside the family. 

d. And because the family was king, family members were expected
to share what they had with the entire family so that no single
member lacked what was needed. Each member was to guard
the honor of the family by behaving in honorable ways. And each
member was to exercise those virtues that protected the unity
of the family, such as patience, forgiveness, and reconciliation
when relationships were damaged or broken. 

2. My point here is that in the early years of the church, most of the
Christians came from places that were influenced by at least one,
if not a combination of two or three of the dominate cultures of that
day. Therefore, most new Christians coming into the church would
have had a common understanding of the workings of church life
because of their cultural background. 

3. In addition to their common cultural understanding of family, for
many new converts, be they Jew or Gentile, the church became their
new family. Why?
a. The Jews believed that rejecting Judaism meant rejecting the

God of Israel – which was sure to bring God’s judgment on one’s
family and eventually the entire nation. Therefore, converted
Jews were a threat to the well-being of the family and the nation,
and as a result were rejected by their families.

b. Converted Gentiles came from cultures that worshiped idols and
emperors – and they believed the worship of both was vital to
their security and well-being –  for the family and the nation.



Therefore, to convert to Christianity was to put your family and
your community at risk of experiencing the idol’s and/or the
emperor’s wrath. So they too were rejected by their families. 

4. My point here is that at that time, most converts came into the church
with a cultural expectation of family life that made life in the church
easy accept and adapt to. We, on the other hand, come into the church
with a far different cultural expectation of family life, and our cultural
expectation works against the scriptures description of what life in
the church is to look like. 

5. For example, most churches today in settings where the individual
is king show little or no interest in practicing what Luke describes
in  Acts 2:44-47 . . . And all those who had believed were together
and had all things in common; and they began selling their property
and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might
have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals
together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number
day by day those who were being saved. 

6. So why am I telling you this? Because to gain the best possible
understanding of Romans 12:10-13, it is best to read the words and
hear the teaching through the filter of a family dominated culture
rather than the filter of our individual dominated culture. 

C. Romans 12:10a . . . Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 
1. Another way to translate this phrase is: Be tenderly loving to one

another in brotherly love. Either way, it leads us to the same place
in terms of our relationships within the church. 

2. The Greek word “philadelphia,” which is translated by our two English
words “brotherly love,” make it clear that Paul is teaching us to treat
relationships within the church in the same way we would treat
relationships within the home where the family is king. 

3. To be devoted to one another is to be loyal or faithful or truehearted
in our dedication to seeking the good of each member in the church.
This is vital if as a church we are to secure the good of all. 

4. To be tenderly loving is to pay attention to and care for the needs
of each member in the church – with an emphasis on doing so in a
gracious, sympathetic and tactful way. 



D. Romans 12:10b . . . give preference to one another in honor; 
1. This can also be translated as: Lead the way in showing honor to one

another. And though both translations lead to the same place, they
work together to give us a fuller picture of what is being said. 

2. However, the most important truth here in giving preference in honor
or leading the way in showing honor, is that it is YOU who is doing
it. 
a. And this means that even if no one else in the church does this,

or if everyone else is given preference in honor except you, what
is still important for you, is that YOU lead the way in giving
preference in honor to everyone else. 

b. And why is this so important? Because it is only when we each
love and serve and honor everyone else that everyone is loved,
served, and honor as an equal member of the church. 

3. To give preference to one another in honor is to behave in such a way
as to honor others ahead of you or esteems them as more important
than you. 
a. This does not mean you should automatically turn down requests

to use your gift or gifts in a leadership role or as the one chosen
over others for a specific task. 

b. But what it does means is, when you are asked to lead or fulfill
a specific role, your first heart-felt response is to suggest that
their may be others in the church who are more qualified, or to
point to another person who you believe is either more qualified
than you or equally qualified as you. 

4. At this point I want to remind you that the primary qualification for
any leadership role or specific task in the church is a serious
commitment to holy living – which includes a transformed mind, and
humility. Your God given gift is but a secondary qualification. We
see the truth of this in Acts 6:1-6, and in Revelation 2-3.  

5. In moving on to vs 11, it is important to keep in mind that Paul is
not starting a new thought, he’s continuing what he started in vs 10. 

E. Romans 12:11a . . . not lagging behind in diligence,
1. To lag behind speaks of dragging your feet so that you fail to maintain

a proper pace and therefore do not keep up with the rest of the group
or finish the task on time. In other words, don’t be neglectful or slow
when it comes to being devoted to all the other members of the body,
and in relation to preferring that others be honored ahead of you.
Do these things in a timely manner. 



2. The word diligence is the solution to lagging behind, for to be diligent
in this context is to keep up the pace necessary to properly show
brotherly love and honor others above yourself. 

F. Romans 12:11b . . . fervent in spirit, serving the Lord
1. These last two phrases speak to what is in your heart – and what

is in your heart is vitally important for at least two reasons.
a. First, you can know what is right yet not do it because in your

heart you desire competing or even contradictory things so that
what you know is right gets pushed aside by what you really want.

b. Second, you can do what is right by the use of self-discipline or
from the driving desire for acceptance and approval. But if your
heart is not in it, you will do what is right only as long as the
payoff is greater than the cost of losing what your heart wants
more. 

2. Now it is true that self-discipline is a godly quality in every Christian’s
life, yet the principle being taught here is that we are to grow beyond
doing what is right from self-discipline alone to doing what is right
from the heartfelt motives of love and humility – a humility and love
that seek the good of others and the spiritual health of the church. 

3. To this end, Paul exhorts us to be fervent in spirit, that is, to be
zealous and enthusiastic – from the heart – about our devotion to one
another and our commitment to honor others above ourselves. 

4. But Paul does not stop with being fervent from the heart, he calls
us to devote ourselves to one another and honor others above ourselves
as those serving the Lord. Why? Because this too, it if is to be sincere
and lasting, requires a commitment that must come from the heart. 
a. Too often in longer term relationships, such as those in the home

or the church, we treat others according to how they are treating
us. If they are treating us well, we treat them well. If they are
mistreating us or behaving badly, we tend to respond by behaving
badly in our treatment of them. 

b. However, when we are committed from the heart to serving God,
then our treatment of others will be according to the will of God
and the purity of godly love, regardless of how those around us
are behaving. 

G. Romans 12:12a . . . rejoicing in hope, 
1. To rejoice in hope is to delight in or celebrate the good that we fully

expect will come in spite of what is at this moment in time. 



2. Therefore, though we may be expecting trials and tribulations to come,
or are in the midst of difficult, or facing seemingly hopeless situations,
we have the promise from God that He will cause all things to work
together for good for those who love Him and live according to His
will. And is this not a sufficient reason to rejoice in hope? 

3. However, we know from the Epistles, and from the seven letters to
the seven churches recorded in the book of Revelation, and from
observing church life in our world today, that there are numerous
reasons to be discouraged about the condition of the church and the
state of individual Christianity. 

4. And yet, in spite of the church’s weaknesses and failures throughout
history, and in spite of the fact that there are individual Christians
who continue in a state of spiritual weakness and immaturity, God
is at work in and among His people for the purpose of bringing about
their spiritual well-being and His will for the church. 

5. Therefore, in the face of whatever discouraging signs we see in the
church today, 
a. We know that Jesus is building His church and that the gates

of Hell will not defeat it (Matthew 16:18). 
b. And we know that Jesus loves the church and gave Himself up

for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by
the washing of water with the word, so that He might present
to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle
or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless
(Ephesians 5:25-27). 

6. Therefore, for these two reasons alone, we can rejoice in hope. 

H. Romans 12:12b . . . persevering in tribulation, 
1. To persevere in tribulation is to remain patient and faithful in your

trust of God, in your allegiance to God, and in your commitment to
holy living in spite of difficult and adverse times, including times of
persecution. 

2. Now I do not want to make light of the suffering endured during times
of tribulation, yet it remains true that in all situations, including
persecution, God is on our side, and He is at work bringing good out
of each situation for the sake of His people.

I. Romans 12:12c . . . devoted to prayer, 
1. To be devoted to prayer is to be faithful, constant, and dedicated to

prayer. 



2. Here again, we can devote ourselves to prayer by means of self-
discipline – and certainly such praying can be good praying. 

3. However, as you grow in the faith and come to know God and find
joy in His presence, you will want to pray often, not because it is
exhorted or commanded, and not because of what you need for yourself
or want for others. You will be drawn to prayer because of the
indescribable joy of engaging in intimate fellowship with God. 

J. Romans 12:13a . . . contributing to the needs of the saints,
1. To contribute to the needs of the saints means sharing what you have

with the saints. 
2. But sharing what we have with others does not mean we must give

to the point of becoming  impoverished ourselves. Rather, we ought
to give so we do not have too much and those in need do not have too
little. Paul says more about this in 2 Corinthians 8:12-15, where he
says that we are to share according to what we have, because the
purpose is not to impoverish ourselves and enrich the needy members
of the church, but to promote some sensible level of equality so that
both those who share and those in need have enough. 

3. My last point on this is that Paul is not implying that we are to ignore
the plight of the poor and needy outside the church, but as with any
family, the needs of those in the family take precedence over the needs
of those outside the family. 

K. Romans 12:13b . . . practicing hospitality. 
1. To practice hospitality is to regularly open your home to those who

need food and lodging. 
2. No without question, hospitality comes at a cost – a cost of time,

money, convenience, work, things broken or damaged or worn out,
and the cost of quietness and privacy. 

3. And yet, the rich rewards of hospitality far exceed the cost. Besides,
Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your
lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running
over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in
return” (Luke 6:38).

III. Conclusion
A. Unlike our culture, in the church, the church family is king and the

individual members are to serve and be served for the good of all. 


