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I. Introduction

A. Review first half of this series – Whose Doing Is It? God’s? Man’s?

B. Goal: To encourage us to search the scriptures – not just our favorite

portions or those portions which speak to our felt needs or those portions

which comfort us or make us feel better, but all of God’s word to see in

as full a way as possible what God has to say to us on any given topic or

issue. We did this in relation to our first topic in this series. As you may

recall, I presented you with a work by Cassian who – as a result of his

conference with Chaeremon – provided numerous scriptures showing God’s

part and our part. The beauty of what I presented to you is that the writer

used many scriptures, and placed God’s part and our part side by side. 

C. Today we will begin the second half of this series. 

D. There is more than one topic in the Church of Jesus Christ, and even in

the Holy Scriptures, that appears to have two sides, and seemingly opposing

or contradictory sides at that. 

1. Some of those topics are:

a. The sovereignty of God and the free will of man.

b. Visible expressions of the sign gifts of the Spirit as proof of being

filled with or baptized by the Holy Spirit – such as speaking in

tongues or prophesying or healing the sick. 

c. Entire sanctification or even the kick-off of the sanctification process

resulting from a second work of grace subsequent to salvation.

d. The pre-tribulation rapture of all believers present in the world at

that time. 

e. Baby Baptism or only adult believer baptism

f. Saturday worship – as prescribed in the Old Testament Law, or

Sunday worship – as practiced by the disciples and early church.

2. And the last example I want to bring to your attention today is the

security of our salvation and the possibility of the believer falling away

to eternal damnation. 

E. Pray



F. In our day, the church universal is largely divided over the teaching on

eternal security – which  stands on one side, and the teaching on falling

away from the faith – which  stands on the other side. These two teachings

are a source of heated debate, unresolved conflict, and too often a

separating of the ways within the church and among individual Christians. 

1. All this dissension and division is often justified by each side claiming

that their side is the only side supported by God’s Word. 

2. In addition to this, each side likes to use anecdotal evidence to support

their position. For example, those who believe in eternal security point

to the discouraging and sometimes paralyzing fear experienced by those

who believe they can lose their salvation. And those who believe

Christians can fall away from the faith point to the ongoing, unholy

lives of some who believe that once they are saved they are always saved

no matter how they live after being saved. 

3. On top of all this, there is the human inclination to resort to

exaggeration and derogatory comments in an effort to win the debate.

Consider these two examples.

a. Those who teach a Christian can fall away often claim that those

who hold to eternal security are giving Christians a license to sin.

b. And from among those who teach eternal security there is the claim

that Christians who teach one can fall away from the faith are

teaching a works based salvation. 

4. The point to be made here is that too often, instead of being gracious,

both sides misrepresent the other and accuse each other of being

unbiblical, or even worse, heretical. 

G. It is my intention to be respectful of our brothers and sisters in Christ,

whether they teach or believe in once saved always saved or in the

possibility of falling away from the faith. 

1. There is no meekness or humility in using insults and exaggerations

and the like to win an argument or prove a point – even if the point

is right according to the Word of God. 

2. If we are going to criticize our fellow Christians or separate from them,

may it be far more because of the impurity of their heart and unholiness

of their conduct and far less because of their theology. 

3. As I have stated in the past, this issue is not worthy of separating over. 



II. Review Three Tiers of Theology

A. The Foundational Layer: The Basic Theology or Tenets of the Faith which

all Christians hold to – either knowingly or unknowingly. These are

sufficiently expressed by the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed.

B. The Primary Layer – built on top of the Foundational Layer:

1. Calvinism, or Reformed Theology

2. Arminianism, or The Theology of Free Will 

3. In the universal church today, these are seen as competing theologies.

Indeed, you cannot hold both at the same time. In other words, if you

hold to Calvinism, it would be natural for you to see Arminianism as

a wrong, or at the very least, a competing understanding of God, the 

scriptures and God’s dealings with us. The same is true for those who

hold to Arminianism. 

C. The Secondary Layer – built on top of the Foundational Layer and

one Primary Theology or on selected parts of both of the Primary

Theologies. 

1. Dispensationalism

2. Covenant Theology

3. Eternal Security as it is taught today – which is a mixture of Calvin’s

eternal security and Arminias’ free will. 

4. These three Secondary Layers of theology are often mixed together

and layered on top of either Calvinism or Arminianism. 

III. Church History

A. Without any question, I understand and fully support the fact that God’s

Word is our final authority on all matters of faith and practice. With this

fact in mind, I believe it is important at this point to address Church history

in relation to the teaching on eternal security and falling away. 

B. According to church historians, there wasn’t any teaching on eternal

security that was approved and supported by the church for the first fifteen

hundred years. 

1. This does not mean there were no theological innovators or Christian

thinkers who taught and wrote about something different than the

consensus and defended teaching from the time of the Apostles to the

time of the Reformation. 

a. In fact, we see in the letters of the apostle Paul that innovative,

and even aberrant teaching came into a number of local churches

soon after they were planted (Romans 16:17-18; Galatians 1:6-8;

I Timothy 1:3-7; Titus 1:7-0). 



b. And Peter said that a number of untaught and unstable Christians

were distorting Paul’s teaching – to their own destruction (II Peter

3:14-16). 

c. The point here is that from the beginning of the Church – as

recorded in the book of Acts, there has been those who teach things

that depart from the approved and generally accepted understanding

of scripture. In spite of this, there was a consistent consensus

concerning Bible doctrine related to the eternal security of the

believer from the time of the apostles to the Reformation. 

2. For example, the book, A Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs:

A Reference Guide to More than 700 Topics Discussed by the

Early Church Fathers, takes us back to the first four hundred years

of teaching on this topic. Under the heading of “Salvation” (pp. 586-591),

we find this question, “Can those who are saved ever be lost?” After

several Scriptural passages are quoted [II Chronicles 15:2; Ezekiel

33:12; Matthew 10:22; Luke 9:62; II Timothy 2:12; Hebrews 10:26; II

Peter 2:20-21], five pages of quotes are given from the writings of early

Christian leaders. These quotes give evidence that the early church

did not believe in “once saved, always saved.” They taught that it was

possible for a genuine believer to reject God and end up eternally

separated from God in hell. 

3. Again, I want to make it clear that I am acknowledging that human

quotes are not equal to God’s Word. And yet, these quotes reveal how

the early church understood God’s Word concerning salvation in

comparison to the teaching on eternal security that has found favor

in the church following the Reformation. With this in mind, here are

several quotes from the early church leaders found in this book. 

a. It is neither the faith, nor the love, nor the hope, nor the endurance

of one day; rather, “he that endures to the end will be saved.” 

(Clement of Alexandria, c. 195)

b. [After the flood] the world returned to sin . . . and so it is destined

to [be destroyed by] fire. So is the man who after baptism renews

his sins.  (Tertullian, c. 198)

c. Certain ones of those [heretics] who hold different opinions misuse

certain passages [of scripture]. They essentially destroy free will

by introducing [the teaching that we have] ruined natures incapable

of salvation, and by introducing [the teaching that] we can be saved

in such a way that we cannot be lost. (Origen, c. 225)



d. Being a believing man, if you seek to live as the Gentiles do, the

joys of the world remove you from the grace of Christ. 

(Commodianus, c. 240)

e. He says, “He that endures to the end, the same will be saved.” And

again He says, “If you continue in my word, you will truly be my

disciples” (John 8:31-32). So there needs to be perseverance in order

that hope and faith may attain their result. (Cyprian, c. 250)

f. He who sins after his baptism, unless he repents and forsakes his

sins, will be condemned to Gehenna. (Apostolic Constitutions,

compiled c. 390)

4. It wasn’t until John Calvin (1509-1564) that unconditional eternal

security became an accepted teaching in part of the universal church.

And it wasn’t until two hundred or so years after Calvin that many

churches began accepting and teaching eternal security as we hear it

taught today. 

IV. Conclusion


